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APPENDIX
IMO FACILITATION CONVENTION

Standards and Recommended Practices on Response to a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern

(Extracts from IMO FAL Convention, as amended by resolution FAL.14(46); reproduced from FAL 50/19 — for
reference only)

6.11 Standard: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities shall, to the greatest extent
possible, allow ships and ports to remain fully operational, in order to maintain complete functionality of
supply chains during a public health emergency of international concern in line with the International Health
Regulations and any relevant recommendations of the World Health Organization.

6.12 Recommended Practice: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities should facilitate the
continuing operation of shipping, and of ports under their jurisdiction, to allow the transport of marine
cargoes so that supply chains are not disrupted and to allow the global economy to continue to function
during a public health emergency of international concern.

6.13 Recommended Practice: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities, when
implementing policies and measures to protect public health, should also avoid the introduction of
unnecessary interference to ship and port operations, including the movement of ship’s crew for the
purposes of crew changes, repatriation and travel of crews, as well as the wider functionality of port
ecosystems during a public health emergency of international concern.

6.14 Recommended Practice: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities should engage with
appropriate stakeholders, including port authorities, port service providers, shipowners and ship operators,
to secure continued facilitation of maritime trade and supply chains during a public health emergency of
international concern.

6.15 Standard: Public authorities shall provide ships with relevant information concerning measures taken
to protect public health prior to arrival at a port, where practicable, during a public health emergency of
international concern.

6.18 Standard: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities shall ensure, to the greatest extent
possible, a safe ship—shore interface during a public health emergency of international concern.

6.22 Standard: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities shall ensure that port workers and
ship’s crew, regardless of their nationality or the flag of their ship, when in their territory, are designated as
key workers (or equivalent) providing an essential service during a public health emergency of international
concern.

6.23 Standard: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities shall, to the greatest extent
possible, continue to facilitate ship’s crew changes, including the travel and repatriation of crew, and ensure
access to visas and permissions during a public health emergency of international concern.
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6.24 Recommended Practice: Contracting Governments and their relevant authorities should take account
of recommendations of the Organization relevant to the facilitation of crew changes and travel by ship’s
crew during a public health emergency of international concern.

Note: The above Standards and Recommended Practices are reproduced from the IMO Convention on
Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic, as amended, and are provided for reference only. Their
inclusion does not imply the adoption of similar terminology or obligations within ICAO instruments.
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