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FREE FLOW AND PROTECTION OF SAFETY INFORMATION

(Presented by African States)?

SUMMARY

This working paper underlines the importance of free flow and protection of
safety information in the aviation system.

Action by the Conference is in paragraph 4.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Article 54 j) of the Chicago Convention invites the Council to “report to Contracting
States any infraction of this Convention, as well as any failure to carry out recommendations or
determinations of the Council”.

1.2 The idea of transparency and sharing of safety information contained in this provision of
the Chicago Convention is more explicit in other texts. Thus Assembly Resolution A35-7 — Unified
strategy to resolve safety-related deficiencies, among elements of its resolving clause, “Urges all
Contracting States to share with other Contracting States critical safety information which may have an
impact on the safety of international air navigation and to facilitate access to all relevant safety
information” and direct the Council “to develop practical means to facilitate the sharing of such safety
information among Contracting States”.
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13 Assembly Resolution A35-17 — Protecting information from safety data collection and
processing systems in order to improve aviation safety — recognizes that the protection of safety
information from inappropriate use is essential to ensure the continued availability of all relevant safety
information and to enable proper and timely preventive actions to be taken.

1.4 It is, therefore, with great interest that African States have considered DGCA/06-WP/5 of
the ICAO Secretariat in which measures are proposed to improve transparency for activities related to
safety and sharing of information on safety between States and stakeholders.

2. ANALYSIS

2.1 The mutual confidence between Contracting States which is demonstrated, inter alia by
the recognition of validity of certificates and licences, is the basis of development of activities related to
aviation.

2.2 The free flow of safety information, corollary of transparency and sharing of information
between States and stakeholders is, therefore, a necessity to maintain and reinforce this mutual
confidence.

2.3 It is with this spirit that the African Ministers in charge of civil aviation, at their first
ordinary session (Sun City, South Africa, 16 to 19 May 2005) convened by the African Union, were
engaged to contribute to the dissemination of safety information obtained from the ICAO Universal
Safety Oversight Audit Programme (USOAP) audits, from airline ramp checks or from other reliable
sources.

2.4 The African States favourably welcome the proposals made by the ICAO Secretariat in
DGCA/06-WP/5 with a view to improving transparency and sharing of safety information, and to
guarantee their protection, bearing in mind, the need to balance the public “right to know” and make
informed choices and forestalling an undue negative perception of safety of air transport.

2.5 ICAO is an organization of Contracting States and primarily should focus on
dissemination of information to Contracting States. Whilst the African States support the principle of free
flow of safety information, availability of such information to the stakeholders and members of the public
require determination and consent of the State concerned.

3. CONCLUSION

3.1 Transparency and sharing of safety information is an essential base for the development
of an aviation system.

3.2 Free flow of information, coupled with its protection, likely carries the adhesion of
Contracting States to mechanisms capable of improving transparency, sharing of information and
consolidating mutual confidence between them.

3.3 African States endorse the action proposed in DGCA/06-WP/5, paragraph 4.1 b).
However, items 4.1 a), ¢) and d), need to be reviewed to focus on dissemination of information to
Contracting States through the ICAO secured website. To this end, the African States propose action as
well as an amendment to the appendix to DGCA/06-WP/5 for consideration by the Conference.
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4. ACTION BY THE CONFERENCE

4.1 The Conference is invited to:

a)
b)

c)

d)

take into consideration the views expressed in this working paper;
support the principle of transparency and the sharing of safety information;

require ICAO to disseminate on its secured website, safety audit reports only to
ICAO Contracting States;

encourage States to commit themselves to the dissemination of relevant safety
information to stakeholders and members of the public; and

consider the amendment to the appendix to DGCA/06-WP/5.



DGCA/06-WP/26

Appendix
APPENDIX
AMENDMENT TO THE APPENDIX OF DGCA/06-WP/5
RELEASE CONSENT FORM
1. INTRODUCTION
11 Transparency and sharing of safety information are fundamental tenets of a safe air

transport system. Contracting States providing their consent to share their ICAO safety oversight audit
results with other Contracting States and stakeholders would contribute to maximizing the benefits that

would be galned from this safety mformatlon M—addrmen—eaeh%hat—shams—ns—LGAQ—sa#ety—evemgh{

1.2 To this end, Contracting States are encouraged to select one of the options below
expressing their consent to authorize ICAO to publish safety oversight audit results on the ICAO secured
websites.

O (Contracting State) hereby authorizes ICAQO to make available on its secured websites
the confidential final safety oversight audit and audit follow-up reports that have been
prepared during the initial audit cycle pursuant to Assembly Resolution A32-11.

OR

O (Contracting State) hereby authorizes ICAQO to make available on its secured websites
safety oversight audit report information from the initial audit cycle consisting of an
executive summary and a graph depicting a States’ level of implementation of the eight
critical elements of a safety oversight system.

For the Civil Aviation Authority

of State (long name)

Director General

—END —





