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Current Phase of alert in WHOCurrent Phase of alert in WHO





Confirmed Cases of H1N1

World Wide     55,867 cases         258 Deaths
June 25, 2009





Current Threat from H5N1



Whole of society approach
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National Finance Defense
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Whole-of-Society Readiness



Multi Sectorial Pandemic PreparednessMulti Sectorial Pandemic Preparedness

In most countries involving Animal & Human 
Health and Communication is considered 
“Multisector”Multisector

“Multisector Taskforces/Committees” of most 
countries focus usually on animal & human 
health issues  not on operational continuity of health issues, not on operational continuity of 
other sectors 

Most National Pandemic Preparedness Plans are 
i  f t H lth S t  P d  d N ti l in fact Health Sector Preparedness and National 
Response Plans

Roles & Responsibilities of other sectors in NPPP 
mostly describe how to support the health sector 
and the government during containment & 
response



Multi Sectorial Pandemic PreparednessMulti Sectorial Pandemic Preparedness

Involvement of other sectors need to Involvement of other sectors need to 
focus not only how to support the 
health sector (ex. H2P) and the 
go e nment d ing containment & government during containment & 
response

The other sectors need to plan 
measures to mitigate the impact on measures to mitigate the impact on 
their sector and to maintain 
Continuity of Operations 



Steps to progress “Whole of Society” Preparedness

Advocacy and commitment of the Government

Setting up a coordinating body at sufficiently Setting up a coordinating body at sufficiently 
high level

Issuing required legislature

Assigning roles & responsibilities for the 
Ministries (Sectors) for sectoral planning

Ministries to provide guidance and monitor the Ministries to provide guidance and monitor the 
progress in their domain

Involving private sector

Development, testing and  alignment of plans

Involving civil society



A/H1N1 - Airport activities implemented by 
countries in LAC Region 

Activation of specific epidemiological surveillance:  

Use of:  questionnaires 
Thermal Cameras 

Focusing on flights coming from Mexico, USA and Canada

Strengthening health care teams Strengthening health care teams 

Restriction of commercial flights to / from Mexico and later to 
some USA  and Canada cities

Use of masks by the airport personnel and in some flights for 
the passengers

Decreasing the number of personnel working in areas of the 
airport like stores and restaurants  

Strengthening sanitation measuresStrengthening sanitation measures



AH1N1 Activities implemented UN System

Support to Government:

WHO/PAHO Send teams of experts to different WHO/PAHO Send teams of experts to different 
countries (epidemiologists, logisticians, 
communicators).Train medical staff, 
support and coordinates meetings with pp g
the Ministry of Health.

FAO Mobilizes a group of experts from the 
Center for Crisis Management - Animal Center for Crisis Management - Animal 
Health of the FAO and the (OIE) to help 
the government assess epidemiological 
situation.situation.

UNICEF  Financial and technical assistance for 
communication material.

ICAO Technical support



Socio-Economic Impact

Rapid Containment OperationsRapid Containment Operations

Travel Restrictions

School Closures

Mass gatherings prohibited (religious services…)



Socio-Economic Impact

Air travel to and from Mexico is down by, 
80% and hotels in popular resorts report 80% and hotels in popular resorts report 
vacancy rate as high as 80%.

Overall, tourism revenues are down an 
estimated 43% increasing Mexico’s 
external financing gap because tourism is g g p
an important source of foreign currency.

Mexico’s gross domestic product might 
reduce as much as 2.2%.

Source: World Bank, 2009
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