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SUMMARY 

 
This information paper provides a status of SAR agreements between U.S. and Asia Pacific States and 
support for a joint “aeronautical and maritime” SAR agreement, where appropriate.  
 
 
1. Background  
 
1.1 The International Civil Aviation Convention, Annex 12 - Search and Rescue and the 
International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue provide for States to enter into agreements 
with neighboring States regarding search and rescue (SAR) matters. The U.S. Coast Guard has 
authority to negotiate and conclude SAR agreements with other States regarding international civil 
SAR services in oceanic areas concerning aeronautical and maritime SAR. U.S. rescue coordination 
centers (RCCs) operated by the U.S. Coast Guard are responsible for aeronautical and maritime SAR.  
 
2.0 Discussion 
 
2.1 The United States seeks to conclude joint aeronautical and maritime SAR agreements, where 
appropriate. Experience has shown that such joint (combined) SAR agreements may initially require 
additional coordination between national aeronautical and maritime SAR authorities but lead to more 
effective use of all available resources, and to efficient use of limited government funding and people. 
The term “agreement” is typically used but other terms, such as “arrangement” or “memorandum of 
understanding”, are acceptable with the understanding that such agreements are normally viewed as 
nonbinding. Maritime SAR agreements also support aeronautical SAR since, for practical purposes, a 
downed aircraft at sea is essentially a maritime incident.  
 
2.2 The U.S. aeronautical search and rescue region (SRR) associated with RCC Honolulu is 
adjacent to eight other SRRs identified in the Asia and Pacific Regions Air Navigation Plan: Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Indonesia, Japan, Nauru, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and the Philippines. 
Civil SAR agreements are in place between the U.S. and three of these States: Indonesia (1988), Japan 
(1986), and New Zealand (2003). The U.S. also has SAR agreements in place with the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Palau, and the People’s Republic of 
China.  
 
2.3 The U.S. hopes to conclude future SAR agreements with additional States that have adjacent 
neighboring SRRs. This would include the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Nauru, Fiji, and French 
Polynesia. The U.S.-New Zealand SAR “arrangement” is appended as an example of an “aeronautical 
and maritime” SAR agreement that could be used as a model by other States. U.S. agreements with 
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the Republic of Palau and New Zealand have been signed since the last meeting of this Sub-group and 
have been submitted electronically to the ICAO Asia/Pacific Regional Office.  
 
2.4 Any comments that the Meeting or its participants may wish to provide to the U.S. for 
consideration in this work may be addressed to Mr. Dave Edwards at 202 267-1552 or 
dedwards@comdt.uscg.mil. 
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the above information.  
 
 
 














