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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1          The 33rd Session of the Assembly of the International Civil Aviation Organization 
held in Montreal, Canada from 25th September to 5th October 2001 adopted the following Resolutions:  
 

A33-15 – Consolidated statement of continuing ICAO policies and practices 
related to communications, navigation and surveillance/air traffic management 
(CNS/ATM) systems. 

 
1.2                The consolidated statements are provided in the Attachment to this paper for 
information.  
 
2. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
                       The meeting is invited to note the information provided in the attachment. 
 
 
 
 

 
      ------------- 

SUMMARY 
 

This paper provides the information of the consolidated statement of
continuing ICAO policies and practices related to communications,
navigation and surveillance/air traffic management (CNS/ATM) systems. 
 



Attachment to CNS/MET/SG/6-IP/31 

A33-15:  Consolidated statement of continuing ICAO policies and practices related to 
communications, navigation and surveillance/air traffic management (CNS/ATM) 
systems 

 
 Whereas it is considered desirable to consolidate Assembly resolutions on the 
Organization’s policies and practices related to CNS/ATM in order to facilitate their implementation 
and practical application by making their text more readily available and logically organized; 
 
 The Assembly: 
 

1. Resolves that the Appendices attached to this resolution constitute the consolidated 
statement of continuing ICAO policies and practices related to CNS/ATM, up to date as these policies 
exist at the close of the 33rd Session of the Assembly; 
 
 2. Resolves to continue to adopt at each ordinary session of the Assembly, for which a 
Technical Commission is established, a consolidated statement of continuing ICAO policies and 
practices related to CNS/ATM; and 

 
 3. Declares that this resolution supersedes A31-6. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
General Policy 

 
  Whereas ICAO is the only international organization in a position effectively to 
coordinate global CNS/ATM activities; 
 

 Whereas the ICAO CNS/ATM systems should be utilized to serve the interests and the 
objectives of civil aviation throughout the world; 
 

 Whereas Contracting States should have equal rights to benefit from global systems 
incorporated within the ICAO CNS/ATM systems; 
 

 Considering the Statement of ICAO Policy on CNS/ATM Systems Implementation and 
Operation developed and adopted by the ICAO Council on 9 March 1994; 
 
 The Assembly: 
 
 1. Resolves that nothing should deprive a Contracting State from its right to benefit from 
the ICAO CNS/ATM systems or cause discrimination between provider and user States; 
 
 2. Resolves that States’ sovereignty and borders should not be affected by the ICAO 
CNS/ATM systems implementation; 
 

 3. Urges that provisions and guidance material relating to all aspects of the ICAO 
CNS/ATM systems should be sought and developed through the convening of adequate meetings, 
conferences, panels and workshops with the participation of Contracting States; and 
 

 4. Urges that the proposed provisions covering all aspects of the ICAO CNS/ATM 
systems be presented to all Contracting States well in advance to give them enough opportunity to 
prepare themselves as far as practicable. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Harmonization of the implementation of the ICAO CNS/ATM systems 
 

 Considering the international character of civil aviation and the regional interactions of 
air navigation services;  
 

 Considering Recommendations 4/5, 6/2, 7/1, 8/4 and 8/5 of the Tenth Air Navigation 
Conference, Recommendations 4/4 and 4/5 of the third meeting of the Special Committee for the 
Monitoring and Coordination of Development and Transition Planning for the Future Air Navigation 
System (FANS Phase II) and Recommendation 4/4 of the fourth meeting of the FANS (Phase II) 
Committee; Considering that these recommendations have been noted or approved by the Council of 
ICAO, which has instructed the Secretary General of ICAO to take all appropriate measures; 
 
 Recognizing the role which regions must play in the planning and implementation of the 
ICAO CNS/ATM systems; 
 

 Conscious of the delay which certain regions could experience in the transition to these 
systems;  
 
 Noting with satisfaction the trials and demonstrations programmes and the progress being 
achieved by all regions with regard to these systems; 
 
 Believing that the contribution of all regions would guarantee a better evaluation of the 
trials and would favour the evolution of the ICAO CNS/ATM systems; 
 

 Noting that economic and institutional issues, in particular cost/benefit analysis, and 
facility financing, cost recovery and cooperative aspects, need to be addressed by States individually 
and/or collectively; and 
 
 Noting that for an early realization of benefits to users and for globally coordinated and 
harmonious CNS/ATM systems implementation certain States will require technical and financial 
assistance and recognizing the statement concerning the central role ICAO shall play in coordinating 
technical cooperation arrangements as well as in facilitating the provision of assistance to States with 
regard to the technical, financial, managerial, legal and cooperative aspects of implementation; 
 
 The Assembly: 
 
 1. Calls upon States, in a position to do so, to spare no effort in cooperating and 
facilitating the execution of the research, development, trials and demonstrations (RDT&D) 
programme in close cooperation with States with limited resources; 
 
 2. Invites the cooperation of the international organizations concerned, users and service 
providers for the execution of the above-mentioned programme in favour of States with limited 
resources; 
 
 3. Requests the Council, as a matter of high priority within the budget adopted by the 
Assembly, to ensure that adequate resources are made available to the ICAO Regional Offices, 
particularly those which are accredited to the developing States, taking into account the increased 
support they will be called upon to provide to the regional planning and implementation groups, 
which are the main bodies for the regional planning of the transition to the ICAO CNS/ATM systems; 
 
 4. Further requests the Council to continue to urge States, international organizations and 
financial institutions to mobilize resources in order to assist States requiring technical cooperation in 
the planning and implementation of the ICAO CNS/ATM systems; and 

  
 5. Urges the Council to continue considering without delay the economic, institutional, 

legal and strategic aspects related to the implementation of the ICAO CNS/ATM systems. 
 

-------------- 


