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SUMMARY

This paper provides information about the Vulcan-Aus Group, who
they are and what they do.

1. Introduction

1.1 The Vulcan-Aus Group was formally established in the mid 1980's, primarily in
response to the volcanic ash encounter by a British Airway 747 over Indonesia in 1982. The Group
currently comprises representatives from:

The Bureau of Meteorology (incorporating the Darwin VAAC)
Qantas Airways Limited

Airservices Australia

Geoscience Australia

CSIRO Division of Atmospheric Research

1.2 The Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) is considered a defacto member
being kept informed about the Group’s activities through the Qantas representation. The Group also

has strong connections with the International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the
Earth’s Interior (IAVCEI).

2. The Vulcan-Aus Group Objective

2.1 The objective of the Vulcan-Aus Group is to continually seek ways to increase
operational safety and reduce flying costs in areas where volcanic ash may be present, by improving
the effectiveness of the International Airways Volcano Watch (IAVW), especially in the Asia/Pacific
area.

3. Modus Operandi

3.1 The Group operates through a chairman provided by the Bureau of Meteorology. The
chair is supported by a secretary provided by the Bureau of Meteorology’s Aviation Weather Services
Program Office. The Group communicates by e-mail and meets two to three times a year.

4. Activities
4.1 Because of its multi-disciplined composition, the Vulcan-Aus Group provides a very

important and effective forum for the identification and development of new techniques, procedures
and products that will reduce the risk of aircraft encountering volcanic ash clouds. For example, the
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Group is currently developing a pre-eruption reporting template that can be used by airlines for risk
assessment at flight planning and during flight watch operations.

5. Future Membership

5.1 The Vulcan-Aus Group is seeking expand membership to include further
representation from the Asia/Pacific Regions, including airlines and volcanological observatories. At
the time of writing this information paper membership communications were taking place with the
Rabaul Volcanological Observatory, Japan Airlines and Garuda.

5.2 For further information feel free to contact the Secretary of the Vulcan-Aus Group
(Mr Grant Sabin) by e-mail at vulcan_aus@bom.gov.au, by telephone at 61 3 9669 4715, by facsimile
at 61 3 9669 4695, or by mail at GPO Box 1289K, Melbourne 3001, Australia. A copy of the
membership contact details, as at 18 June 2002, is at attachment 1.




CNS/MET SG/6 —1P/5

Attachment 1

Vulcan-Aus Group (18 June 2002) - Contact Details

Name Org Address Tel/Fax E-mail / Mobile
Grant Sabin (Secretary)
National Bureau of Meteorology 03 9669 4715 vulcan_aus@bom.gov.au
Manager Aviation BoM PO Box 1289K or
Weather Services Melbourne 3001 03 9669 4695 g.sabin@bom.gov.au
Mr David Thomas
Manager Central Bureau of Meteorology 03 9669 4033
Operations, National BoM PO Box 1289K david.thomas@bom.gov.au
Meteorological Melbourne 3001 03 9669 1222
Operations Centre
Jim Arthur BoM Bureau of Meteorology
(Chairman) and P O Box 735 08 8920 3801
Regional Director NT | VAAC Darwin NT 0811 j-arthur@bom.gov.au
08 8920 3802
Geoff Garden BoM Bureau of Meteorology 08 8920 3872
Supervisor Weather and P O Box 735 g.garden@bom.gov.au
Services VAAC Darwin NT 0811 08 8920 3829
Andrew Tupper Senior | BoM Bureau of Meteorology 08 8920 3830
Meteorologist and P O Box 735 a.tupper@bom.gov.au
VAAC Darwin NT 0811 08 8920 3829
Rod Potts, Bureau Bureau of Meteorology 03 9669 4584
Meteorology Research | BoM PO Box 1289K r.potts@bom.gov.au
Centre Melbourne 3001 03 9669 4660
Graham Rennie Qantas Airways Limited
Manager Flight Qantas Centre Building C/2 {02 9691 1157
Dispatch Qantas 203 Coward Street grennie@qantas.com.au
Mascot NSW 2020 02 9691 1385
Richard Cantor Qantas Airways Limited
Duty Dispatch Manager Qantas Centre Building C/2 |02 9691 1320 rcantor@qantas.com.au
Qantas 203 Coward Street
Mascot NSW 2020 029691 1518
Peter Hobson Airservices Australia 02 6268 4045 | peter.hobson@airservices.gov.a
Operations Manager AsA GPO Box 367 u
AIS Canberra ACT 2601 02 6268 5689 Mobile: 0413 450 078
Dr Fred Prata CSIRO Division of Atmospheric |03 9239 4681
Research Scientist Research, CSIRO, PMB 1, fred.prata@dar.csiro.au
Aspendale, Vic 3195 03 9239 4444
Dr Wally Johnson Geoscience Australia 02 6249 9377
Chief, Urban GA GPO Box 378 wally.johnson@ga.gov.au
Geoscience Division Canberra ACT 2601 02 6249 9786




