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Background in the United 
States
Q Applicability to other countries

Q Legal Aspects
– Noise Abatement Policy Act - 1976

– Aircraft Safety and Noise Abatement Act - 1979

– Airport Noise and Capacity Act - 1990

– Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 150
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FAR Part 150 Programs
Q Methodology for conducting airport noise 

compatibility and land use planning studies

Q Aspects of Part 150 Programs
– Voluntary

– Based on a five year planning horizon

– Regulatory
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Part 150 Program Elements
Q Program Elements

– Noise Exposure Maps (NEMs)

– Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) 

Q Noise Exposure Maps
– Noise Contours for existing case and five-year 

forecast, with and without NCP improvements, 
superimposed on land use maps

– Typically uses DNL metric for noise
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Noise Compatibility Programs 
Q Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) Options

– Acquisition of land or easements

– Sound-proofing and sound attenuation barriers

– Preferential runway use system by the FAA

– Noise abatement flight procedures by the FAA

– Noise-based restrictions on the use of the airport
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NCP Approvals
Q FAA accepts the NCP as complete

Q 180 day review period for public comment

Q FAA issues determination approving or 
disapproving each program element

Q Sponsor can seek Federal financial 
assistance to implement approved measures
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Conclusion

Q Advantages
– Improved Public Relations

– Intra- and Inter-governmental Coordination

– Airport Facilities Development 

– Improved land Use Planning

– Noise Abatement
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Conclusion

Q Disadvantages
– Heightened Controversy

– Unrealistic Expectations

– Uncooperative Participants in the Process

– Possible Litigation


