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Landfills



Landfill History

(10 March 1960, Boston Logan, Lockheed 
Electra ingests European Starlings, crashes 
into Boston Harbor, killing 62.
(FAA initiates development of minimum bird 

ingestion standards for turbine engines.



Landfill History

(26 February 1973, DeKalb Peachtree, 
Atlanta GA. Learjet 24 ingested several 
cowbirds during takeoff, lost engine power, 
crashed; 2 crew, 5 passengers killed, one 
person on ground burned. 
(FAA promulgates minimum separation 

standards between airports and landfills



Landfill History

(FAA Order 5: FAA Guidance Concerning 
Sanitary Landfills On Or near Airports
(16 October 1974)

(Sanitary Landfills are incompatible with 
safe airport operations, if located within:
(10,000-ft. of runway used by turbojet aircraft
(5,000-ft. of runway used only by piston aircraft
(conical surface described by FAR Part 77
(attracts birds over airport



Landfill History

(FAA Order 5A Waste Disposal Sites On Or 
Near Airports (31 January 1990)

(Expanded to include: Landfills, garbage dumps, 
sewer or fish waste outfalls, and other similar 
facilities.

(Keeps 10,000- and 5,000-ft. recommendation.
(Adds 5-mile separation if causing bird 

movement into, across runways and/or 
approach departure patterns.   



Landfill History

(40 CFR 258. United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (~1990)

( Landfills within 10,000-ft of runways used by 
turbojet aircraft, Or 5,000-ft of runways used 
only by piston type aircraft cannot pose a bird 
hazard to aviation. 



Landfill History

(Report to Congress: Report On The 
Potential Hazards To Aircraft by Locating 
Waste Disposal Sites In the Vicinity Of 
Airports (1 April 1996)

(Landfills constitute a potential hazard if located 
within 5 miles from a runway end.



Landfill History

(Advisory Circular 150/5200-33 Hazard 
Wildlife Attractants On Or Near Airports. 
(1 May 1997)
(Maintains separation distances.
(Expands definition of hazardous wildlife 

attractants to include all potential attractants.
(July 1999, added to Grant Assurances List for 

AIP projects; recommended separation distance 
is now a requirement.



FAA Reauthorization Act, 1996

(Cannot have 2 landfills within 6 miles of 
certain  airports, if FAA has objected to 1 of 
them. 

(Challenged and declared unconstitutional
(Specifically targeted Leatherwood and Happy 

Landings Landfills and DuBois-Jefferson 
County Airport. 



Wendel H. Ford Aviation 
Investment and Reform Act For 

The 21st Century 
(“Air 21”, April 2000) 

(Section 503:

(Cannot construct or establish new MSWLF 

within 6 miles of certain public airports.

(Challenged in Federal Court and Sustained as 

Constitutional.



Advisory Circular 150/5200-34 
Construction Or Establishment Of 

Landfills Near Public Airports
(26 August 2000)

(Presents FAA’s interpretation of Section 
503 of Air 21
(Landfills covered by Statute
(Airports Covered by Statute
(Separation distance measurement
(Exemption Process 



Determining Applicability of Air 21

A.  Is the edge of the airport property less than 
6 miles from the edge of the landfill 
property?

1. No.  Law does not apply
2. Yes.  Go to “B”



Determining Applicability of Air 21

B.  Did construction or establishment of the 
new landfill begin on or after 6 April 2000?

1. No.  Law does not apply
2. Yes.  Go to C



Determining Applicability of Air 21

C.  Has the airport received Federal Grants?
1. No.  Law does not apply

2. Yes.  Go to D



Determining Applicability of Air 21

D.  Is the airport owned/operated by public 
agency.

1. No.  Law does not apply.
2. Yes.  Go to E



Determining Applicability of Air 21

E.  Does the most recent FAA data show 
passenger enplanements?

1. No.  Law does not apply
2. Yes.

I - Enplanements greater than 342,082 (1999   
figures).  Law does not apply.

II - Enplanements less than 342,082 (1999 
figures), Go to F



Determining Applicability of Air 21

F.  Determine the percentage of enplanements 
by type of air carrier.
1.  More than 50% enplaned by “Large 
Certificated Air Carriers.”
-- Law does not apply
2.  More than 50% enplaned by “Commuter 
and Small Certificated Air Carriers.”

-- Law Applies









Exemption Process for Air 21

(Proponent petitions State Aviation Agency 

(in state where the landfills is).

(State Aviation Agency petitions FAA.

(FAA may approve request, if no adverse 
impact on aviation.



The End

Thoughts?

Questions?

Comments?

http://www.faa.gov/arp/hazard.htm


