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ATSB assistance to Civil Aviation Division of Tonga
– SAAB 340B accident on 8 December 2023
– ATSB technical assistance / Annex 13 accredited representative
– Preliminary report (CI-TCAD-AO-2023-001) on 26 March 2024



ATSB assistance to Tonga CAD



ATSB assistance to Tonga CAD 
• Annex 13 standards and legislative review 

(local laws, Australian laws)
• Establishing cooperation arrangements 
• Local-led investigation, appointment of 

local investigator-in-charge
– CVR download
– Witness interviews

• Functional separation between regulator 
and safety investigator

• Respecting sovereignty, cultural norms
• Coordinating publication process





ATSB assistance to Civil Aviation Authority of Vanuatu 

– BN2A-20 accident on 15 July 2024
– ATSB technical assistance / Annex 13 accredited representative
– Preliminary report (136272/AIG/A2.5) on 6 September 2024



1553: Accident site

Runway 29 threshold



ATSB assistance to CAA Vanuatu
• Annex 13 standards and legislative review 

(local laws, NZ laws, Australian laws)
• Establishing cooperation arrangements 
• Local-led investigation, appointment of local 

investigator-in-charge
– ICAO occurrence notification form
– Site access and mapping

• Functional separation between regulator and 
safety investigator

• Respecting sovereignty, cultural norms
• Coordinating publication process







ATSB assistance to 
CAA Vanuatu



Australia-Pacific Partnerships for 
Aviation Program (P4A) 
• Australia has a range of activities to enhance 

aviation safety and accident investigation 
capacity in the South Pacific - P4A program
– Resilient and sustainable Pacific aviation sector
– Enhancing aviation strategy, policy, governance and 

leadership – stronger aviation and tourism linkages
– Access to technical assistance to enhance aviation 

regulation and policy development
– Strengthening safety investigations through 

training and capability enhancement
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