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WHM 
Challenges

ICAO Annex 14:

The presence of 
wildlife (birds and 
animals) on and in the 
aerodrome vicinity 
poses a serious threat 
to aircraft
operational safety.

Action shall be taken to 
decrease the risk to 
aircraft operations by 
adopting measures to 
minimize the 
likelihood
of collisions between 
wildlife and aircraft.



Our WHM Challenges

1. Reporting – definition – indicators

2. Risk assessment

3. Personnel – number / compentency

4. Ecological Carrying Capacity

5. Vegetation management

6. Harrassment techniques

7. Raptor control

8. Climate change

9. Nature conservation ~ flight safety

10. Neighbours
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# animals at airport / in vicinity

# animals crossing the runway

# near misses

†# of wildilfe strikes



1. Which risk assessment method?
2. Which probability criteria?
3. Which severity criteria?
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1. What is the ecological carrying capacity of your airport?
2. How can you reduce this ecological carrying capacity?



Ability to avoid aircraft

Study at the USDA, USA



Ability to avoid aircraft

Study Cork University, Ireland











Harrassment techniques

overkill

the use of disturbance 
techniques

not enough optimal

What is your silver bullet?



Climate change

Will your strike risk change?



Nature conservation ~ flight safety

Flight 
Safety

Nature 
Agriculture

Nature 
Agriculture
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Neighbours



Neighbours
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Thank you very much for your attention!

For questions – find me at the beach!
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