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Competitive legislation



Competitive legislation

• Licencing process well defined;
• One single entity (National Space Authority) to interface with;

• Insurance and liability for space object licence capped at a 
maximum of 50M EUR
• Progressive liability depending on mass and other risk factors.



Competitive regulatory
framework 

Why Santa Maria? Who’s answering?

What is the problem and opportunity? 
Launch bottleneck

Lack of launch sites
European sovereignty

Proximity to Europe and 
America

In the European
Union

Safe location

Simplified
Airspace

OPEN Spaceport

Kourou (FR)

Esrange (SE)
Andøya (NO)

SaxaVord (UK)
Sutherland (UK)

Spaceport 1 (UK)

GOSA (DE)

Canary Islands 
(ES)

Cornwall (UK)
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OUR VISION
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location
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The ASC foresees 
3 launch azimuths 
for SSO, Polar and 
Lower Inclination 
orbits.
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Flight Information Region Santa Maria

Simple Airspace Coordination

The Atlantic Spaceport Consortium, Lda. 
already signed a cooperation protocol1 with 
NAV Portugal, the entity responsible for 
providing air traffic services in the Flight 
Information Regions (FIR) under the 
responsibility of the Portuguese State.

1 https://spaceport.pt/press/ASC-PR004-2024-PT-12082024-NAV.pdf
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Example of operational area for suborbital launches (730+ km range)

Simple Airspace Coordination

The Atlantic Spaceport Consortium, Lda. 
already signed a cooperation protocol1 with 
NAV Portugal, the entity responsible for 
providing air traffic services in the Flight 
Information Regions (FIR) under the 
responsibility of the Portuguese State.

1 https://spaceport.pt/press/ASC-PR004-2024-PT-12082024-NAV.pdf
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Simple Airspace Coordination

Air Traffic Flow Density on 24/07/2024 (busiest day of the year) provided by EUROCONTROL

LPAZ
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Horizontal Launch - LPAZ

LPAZ has a runway of 3,048m that was 
once listed as one of the alternative sites 
where the Space Shuttle could land.

With all the amenities of an international 
airport, with low traffic.
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Reentry and recovery

The Atlantic Spaceport Consortium will 
manage recovery operations at sea (1st 
stages and re-entry capsules).
ASC will track final orbits and re-entry and 
coordinate re-entry zones with its 
customers and authorities.
Payload processing facility to be available.
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