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Airport Carbon Accreditation

3

The only institutionally 
endorsed global carbon 

management 
certification programme 

for airports

Provides a framework 
for airports to set 

emission reduction 
targets

Aligned to Greenhouse 
Gas Protocol & ISO

Assess and recognise 
airports’ efforts to 

manage and reduce 
their carbon emissions



Programme Evolution
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Going Global

June 2009
First launched by ACI 

EUROPE

November 2011
Extended to ACI 

Asia-Pacific

June 2013
Extended to ACI 

Africa

September 2014
Extended to ACI 
North America

November 2014
Extended to ACI 

Latin America and 
the Caribbean, 
securing global 

reach



Benefits of 
Accreditation

Provides a framework for airports to identify and manage 
emission sources

Enables measurable emissions reductions and strategic 
carbon management

Inspires ambitious carbon reduction initiatives aligned to a 
common goal

Promotes collaboration and knowledge sharing with 
stakeholders and other airports

Enhances reputation, credibility, and employee engagement

Improves access to green finance and connects airports to a 
global sustainability effort
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Key Principles

Performance: emissions reductions to be 
demonstrated as of Level 2

Reductions before offsetting

Continuous improvement: yearly/three-yearly 
accreditation renewals

Extensive assessment of applications: by 
independent third-party verifiers programme and final 
review by the the Administrator Environmental Minds



Programme Governance
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ACA

ACI EUROPE
& ACI 

Regional 
Offices

Advisory 
Board

Administrator

Task Force



Administrator: Environmental Minds

Portfolio
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Established
2021

Location
Athens, Greece

Focus
Aviation and sustainability projects

Key Project
Administration of Airport Carbon Accreditation



Airports register 
their interest in 
joining the 
programme via 
ACA Online.

Registration

Airports submit 
the relevant 
documents and 
upload them to 
ACA Online.

Submission 
to Verifier Approved verifier 

conducts the 
verification of the 
airport’s application 
& documents.

Verification

Airports submit 
the application 
and documents 
via ACA Online. 

Submission 
to Admin Administrator 

assesses if the 
application meets 
the requirements.

Admin 
Review

Upon successful 
application, the 
airport receives the 
certificate by their 
regional ACI Office.

Accreditation

Certification Process
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Airport Carbon 
Accreditation 
Levels



Programme Evolution
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Development since 2009
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From 17… to 656 accredited airports 

YE
AR

 1
5

NOW

YE
AR

 1
6

590
656

558

63



Certifications Today - World
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97 Countries

5.3 Billion 
Passengers

56% of 
Global 

Passengers

656 Airports
Global

Level 1 153

Level 2 151

Level 3 159

Level 3+ 32

Level 4 73

Level 4+ 57

Level 5 31



Certifications Today - Europe
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43 Countries

2.1 Billion 
Passengers

85% of 
Regional 

Passengers

294 Airports
Global

Level 1 49

Level 2 77

Level 3 50

Level 3+ 22

Level 4 31

Level 4+ 42

Level 5 23



Airport Partner Carbon Recognition
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• Airport Partner Carbon Recognition is a voluntary 
programme  under Airport Carbon Accreditation.

• Designed for Airport Service Providers (ASPs) to be recognised 
for their efforts in managing and reducing their GHG 
emissions.

• Aims at strengthening the relationship between airports and 
their ASPs, particularly in reducing the airport’s Scope 3 
emissions and the ASPs Scope 1 and 2 emissions.

• Offers three levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold, each with its own 
requirements and operating on a three-year cycle.
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