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Introduction

Overview Actions taken since 2024 EUR/NAT DGCA Meeting
on the promotion of ratification of international air
law treaties

Overview of the EUR/NAT States’ responses to
actions taken by ICAQ, including depositary
actions

Future actions to accelerate treaty ratification and

aeronautical arrangements registration using
WAGMAR


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation concerns the actions taken by ICAO since the 2024 EUR/NAT DGCA Meeting (Toulouse, France, 23 April 2024) with respect to the promotion of ratification of international air law treaties. 

As you may be aware, the promotion of ratification of international air law treaties contributes to the attainment of ICAO’ Strategic Goal “The International Civil Aviation Convention and other Treaties, Laws and Regulations address all Challenges”.

This presentation also provides an overview of the EUR/NAT States’ responses to the actions taken by ICAO, including depositary actions, since the 2024 EUR/NAT DGCA Meeting. 

The presentation concludes with proposed future actions to accelerate the ratification of international air law treaties and registration of aeronautical agreements and arrangements with ICAO via the Website of Aeronautical Agreements and Arrangements (WAGMAR). 
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States were encouraged to:

a
b

o O

e

Conclusion 2024/11 from the
2024 EUR/NAT DG Meeting

) Become parties to the international air law treaties;
) Nominate Focal Points for treaty ratification;

) Participate in and/or host legal events;
)
T

nform ICAO of their treaty ratification progress with
ne DGCA tracking matrix; and

) Contact ICAO for information or assistance with
regard to ratification matters.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the 2024 EUR/NAT Directors of Civil Aviation Meeting, the DGs were informed, in Working Paper 07, on the actions taken by ICAO with respect to the promotion of the ratification of international air law treaties since the 2023 EUR/NAT DGCA Meeting. 

The paper also referred to the status of ratification of six key international air law treaties and invited States that had not yet ratified those treaties to do so. 

The six international air law treaties highlighted were: 
2016 Protocols amending Articles 50 (a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention; 
The Montreal Convention 1999;
The Beijing Convention and Protocol 2010; and
Montréal Protocol 2014. 

Following consideration of Working Paper 07, the meeting adopted Conclusion 2024/11 inviting EUR/NAT States to:  
become parties to the six international air law treaties and to any other international air law treaties that they have not yet ratified; 
nominate a Focal Point for the Ratification of International Air Law Treaties, if they have not already done so, and to inform the ICAO EUR/NAT Office accordingly; 
participate in upcoming ICAO legal events, such as the Civil Aviation Legal Advisers Forum or the International Air Law Course as well as other similar events for the continuous training and development of their legal advisers with regard to ratification and implementation of international air law instruments and to consider hosting from time to time such events in their States; 
inform ICAO of, not only the status of ratification, but also of the progress made towards the ratification of international air law treaties by updating/using the DGCA tracking matrix; and 
contact the ICAO LEB Treaty Section for any information or assistance with regard to ratification matters. 
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Montreal Convention 1999
(air carrier liability): 144 Parties (49

Provisions and Benefits of Six Key Treaties

Beijing Convention 2010 (security
and safety): 58 Parties (18 EUR/NAT
States), deals with new and

L2 EUR/NAT States), Universal . . .
=== .pplication for uniform regime emerging threats using aircraft, BCN
—— PP & weapons, cyber attacks
Beijing Protocol 2010 (security and = Montréal Protocol 2014 (unruly and
safety): 58 Parties (18 EUR/NAT = disruptive passengers): 59 Parties
" States): deals with new forms of = (20 EUR/NAT States), expands
= unlawful seizure including by any jurisdiction beyond State of registry,
technological means [ and promotes enforcement

2016 Protocol on Art. 50 (a) of the
Chicago Convention (increase in the
size of Council): 124 ratifications (49
EUR/NAT States), 128 needed,
broader representation n the Council

2016 Protocol on Art. 56 of the
Chicago Convention (increase in the
size of the ANC): 124 ratifications (49
EUR/NAT States), 128 needed,
broader representation on the ANC



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you are aware, the Organization acts as Depositary for around 40 international air law treaties. Among these, 8 treaties are actively promoted by the Organization.

This slide and the next one shows the status of ratification of those eight treaties. It also provides information on the main subjects covered by those treaties such as air carrier liability, aviation security, and unruly and disruptive passengers. 

The objective of ratification is to attain as much as possible universal adherence to international air law treaties by States so that there could be a uniform legal framework among ICAO Member States. 

As you can see, almost all EUR/NAT States have ratified the Montreal Convention 1999 and the two Protocols amending Articles 50 (a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention, while around only one quarter of EUR/NAT States are parties to all of the aviation security instruments. 

The Appendix to this Presentation contains a form indicating the current status of EUR/NAT States with respect to international air law instruments. 

Developments on the 2016 Protocols on Articles 50 (a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention 

Furthermore, regarding the 2016 Protocols Amending Articles 50(a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention which expands the number of seats on the Council and the ANC, I wish to highlight that each Protocol now has 124 Contracting States, edging ever closer to the 128 ratifications required for their coming into force. 

With respect to the Protocol Amending Article 50(a) which increases the size of the Council from 36 to 40 members:  the Council will be considering during its upcoming 238th Session a paper proposing dates in late 2026 for an Extraordinary Session of the Assembly to enable Member States to fill the four seats as soon as possible after the Protocol comes into force. The convening of this Session for later this year will be contingent on ICAO receiving all 128 ratifications by a cut-off date, now tentatively scheduled for 31 July 2026.

Further to the request of the Council, the Organization issued on 4 May 2026 a State letter to all ICAO Member States urging them to ratify the 2016 Protocols amending Articles 50 (a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention, if not already done. States were also invited to indicate, by 15 June 2026, their anticipated timeframe for completing the ratification process of the two Protocols. It is noted that 49 of the 56 EUR/NAT States have ratified both Protocols.
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Provisions and Benefits of Two more treaties

.......

- ERETANERRARER:

Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the
Chicago Convention (Final Paragraph, Arabic
Text) 1995

(Arabic language text of the Convention
equally authentic to other language texts): 71
ratifications (28 EUR/NAT States)

Protocol Relating to an Amendment to the
Chicago Convention (Final Paragraph, Chinese
Text) 1998

(Chinese language text of the Convention
equally authentic to other language texts): 57
ratifications (26 EUR/NAT States)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Further to the 42nd Session of the ICAO Assembly (Montréal, 23 September to 3 October 2025), the Organization is also promoting two other Protocols amending the Chicago Convention that is to say the: 

Protocols Relating to an amendment to the Convention on International Civil Aviation [Final Paragraph, Arabic Text] and [Final Paragraph, Chinese Text], which provide that the text of the Chicago Convention in the Arabic and Chinese languages are of equal authenticity to the other language texts;
 
As you can see, these Protocols have been ratified by around half of the EUR/NAT States. 
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Actions taken to

promote ratification

* Following on the

Conclusion 2024/11 of
the 2024 EUR/NAT
DGCA Meeting, ICAO
discussed and recalled
its actions during the
different meetings with
States and 10s.

Issuance of State letters
promoting the
ratification of
international air law
treaties.

Meeting: 24 depositary
actions by 12 EUR/NAT
States (Albania,
Andorra, Azerbaijan,
Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Estonia, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Latvia,
Lithuania, North
Macedonia and
Turkmenistan) have
been recorded.

Developments since 2024 EUR/NAT DG Meeting 7

Depositary Actions by Tracking Progress by
EUR/NAT States EUR/NAT States

e Since the 2024 DGCA e 23 EUR/NAT States

have nominated Focal
Points and/or reported
on the internal process
for ratification.

7 EUR/NAT States have
ratified the 8 selected
treaties (Cyprus,
Finland, Netherlands,
North Macedonia,
Romania, Switzerland
and Turkmenistan).


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide contains information on certain developments with respect to the ratification of international air law treaties since the 2024 DGCA Meeting. 

I would like to highlight a few of these items: 

Following on Conclusion 2024/11 of the 2024 DGCA meeting, ICAO discussed and recalled its actions during missions and meetings with States and International Organizations.

The Organization has also issued State letters aimed at promoting the ratification of air law treaties: 
On 4 February 2026, State letter Ref.: EUR/NAT 26-0036.TEC (FEB/BEF) was issued by which EUR/NAT States were invited to give urgent attention to ratification of those international air law treaties to which they are not yet party. This was in light of the endorsement by the 42nd Session of the ICAO Assembly on action items related to the promotion of treaty ratification, including affirmation that ratification contributes significantly to the advancement of the rule of law consistent with the new Strategic Goal: The International Civil Aviation Convention and other Treaties, Laws and Regulations address all Challenges. States were also requested to transmit to the Regional Office before 22 March 2026 the updated ratification matrix as well as the contact details of a Focal Point for ratification matters, if not already done.

As previously mentioned, further to the request of the Council, the Organization issued on 4 May 2026 a State letter to all ICAO Member States urging them to ratify the 2016 Protocols amending Articles 50 (a) and 56 of the Chicago Convention, if not already done.  As only four more ratifications are needed to bring the 2016 Protocols Amending Articles 50(a) and 56 into force, States are urged to prioritize their ratification, especially given the State letter of 4 May 2026 urging their ratification and the tentative cut-off date of 31 July mentioned earlier in this presentation with respect to the Protocol Amending Article 50(a) and the possible convening of an Extraordinary Assembly later this year to fill the four seats on the Council. 

Depositary actions by EUR/NAT States:  
Since the 2024 EUR/NAT DGCA meeting, 24 depositary actions by 12 EUR/NAT States (Albania, Andorra, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, North Macedonia and Turkmenistan) have been recorded by ICAO. New ratifications concerning the 8 selected treaties are reflected in the Appendix to this presentation. 
 
Tracking progress by EUR/NAT States towards ratification:
To date, 23 States out of 56 in the region have nominated Focal Points and/or reported on the internal process for ratification.  
7 States have ratified the eight treaties highlighted in the previous slides (Cyprus, Finland, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Romania, Switzerland and Turkmenistan). 


Upcoming actions to promote the s
ratification of international air law treaties

Future International Air Law Course to be hosted by the
events EUR/NAT Regional Office in 2026/2027

The 40th Session of the Legal Committee
(Montréal, 26 — 30 October 2026)

Legal Seminar to be held in the Republic of
Korea in 2027
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Presentation Notes
Appendix G of Assembly Resolution A42-5 encourages Member States to make use of ICAO seminars and workshops. 

In this regard, Air Law Treaty Workshops have been held in the APAC (2023), EUR/NAT (2024) and ESAF (2026) Regions which have assisted officials to enhance their understanding of the benefits and requirements associated with treaty ratification. 

The Fourth Edition of CALAF, held in The Bahamas in May 2026, featured presentations and discussions by legal advisers of civil aviation regulatory bodies on topical legal subjects of interest to the international aviation community including air law treaties. In support of ongoing efforts to promote treaty ratification and implementation, States are encouraged to participate in the following upcoming events:
 
IALC: The EUR/NAT Regional Office will host the delivery of an International Air Law Course during 2026/2027;    
LC/40: The next session of the Legal Committee (Montréal, 26-30 October 2026) will review progress on treaty ratification and implementation around the world; and  
2027 Legal Seminar: The Republic of Korea will host the ICAO Legal Seminar in 2027 to address topics relating to ICAO's work in the legal field, aviation safety and aviation security and current issues in aviation law and practice.
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Registration of Aeronautical
Agreements and Arrangements

WAGMAR: % A0 WAGMAR
Search Agreement  Search Aircraft  User Guide

 Self-registration of
agreements by State Focal
Points

e State Letter EUR/NAT 26-
0047.TEC (FEB/BEF) invites
EUR/NAT States to nominate a

WAGMAR focal point
* https://dna.icao.int/WAGMAR


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now turning to the Registration of Aeronautical Agreements and Arrangements.

As you may be aware, Article 83 of the Chicago Convention requires that all new aeronautical agreements and arrangements shall be registered with the ICAO Council, which shall make them public. By means of Article 83 bis (b), the registration and making public requirements are confirmed to also cover Article 83 bis agreements. Agreements registered under Article 83 are primarily air services and air transport agreements which also support ICAO’s World Air Services Agreements (WASA) database. Article 83 bis agreements provide for the transfer of certain functions and duties normally incumbent on the State of Registry to the State of the Operator, in the case of lease, charter or interchange of an aircraft or similar arrangements. Once the Article 83 bis agreement is publicly available, all States Parties to the Protocol on Article 83 bis have the obligation to recognize the transfer of functions and duties as provided in the agreement.

In this regard, ICAO launched in September 2020 an online registration system, the Website of aeronautical agreements and arrangements, known as  WAGMAR. 

WAGMAR allows nominated State Focal Points to self-register and manage the registration of all their agreements and arrangements. 

An important feature of WAGMAR is the automated notifications of new registrations and modifications to existing registrations which are now sent by the system to the other State party’s Focal Point.

In line with Appendix H of Assembly Resolution A42-5, States are urged to submit their aeronautical agreements and arrangements for registration with ICAO and to make use of WAGMAR for that purpose at the link on this slide: https://dna.icao.int/WAGMAR. 

On 4 February 2026, State letter Ref.: EUR/NAT 26-0047.TEC (FEB/BEF) was issued by which EUR/NAT States were invited to use WAGMAR for the purpose of registering their aeronautical agreements and arrangements. 

States were also invited to nominate one or two focal points for that purpose. 

To date, 45 States out of 56 in the region have nominated Focal Points for the use of WAGMAR.  
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Tracking Matrix for Treaty Ratification

[NAME OF THE MEMBER STATE]

TREATY PROPOSED
BY DGCA TO
COMPETENT

AUTHORITY FOR
RATIFICATION

TREATY SUBMITTED
FOR APPROVALTO
LEGISLATURE OR
OTHER COMPETENT
AUTHORITY

AWAITING
SUBMISSION OF THE
INSTRUMENT OF
RATIFICATION TO THE
DEPOSITARY (E.G.,
ICAO)

TREATY NOT
CONSIDERED FOR
RATIFICATION

COMMENTS

[NAME OF TREATY]

[NAME OF TREATY]

[NAME OF TREATY]

[...]
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of you may be familiar with the tracking matrix for treaty ratification, which appears on this slide. 

A similar matrix was also presented at the 2024 DGCA meeting in the EUR/NAT region and was included in as an Appendix to the State letter Ref.: EUR/NAT 26-0036.TEC (FEB/BEF) issued on 4 February 2026 . 

DGCAs of the EUR/NAT region are again invited to make use of this matrix whereby they can periodically inform the Regional Office of their State’s progress towards ratification whenever they reach an important milestone in the process, such as when the ratification proposal is presented or receives executive and/or legislative approval, and when the ratifying legislation is published or gazetted, as applicable. 

DGCAs are also urged to nominate Focal Points and to provide their name, title and email address within their administrations to coordinate on such matters. 



" Draft EUR/NAT DGCA Conclusion 2026# / Ratification of International Air

Law Treaties

become parties to the international air law treaties;
nominate Focal Points for ratification matters and for WAGMAR;

participate in future ICAO legal events for the continuous training and
development of their legal advisers; and consider hosting such events in their
States;

inform ICAO by 30 November 2026 of their further treaty ratification progress by
updating the DGCA tracking matrix;

contact the ICAO LEB Treaty Section (treaty@icao.int, officeleb@icao.int) for
information or assistance with regard to ratification matters; and

register aeronautical agreements and arrangements with ICAO through
WAGMAR (https://dna.icao.int/WAGMAR).
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Presentation Notes
In light of the foregoing, the Meeting is invited to encourage EUR/NAT States to: 

a)  become parties to the eight treaties outlined in this presentation, and to any other international air law treaty that they have not yet ratified;

b) nominate a Focal Point for the Ratification of International Air Law Treaties and for WAGMAR, if they have not already done so and to inform the EUR/NAT Regional Office accordingly;

c) participate in the 40th Session of the Legal Committee in Montréal in October 2026, in the ICAO Legal Seminar in the Republic of Korea in 2027, in the ICAO Civil Aviation Legal Advisors Forum in Nigeria in 2027, in the ICAO International Air Law Course as well as other similar events for the continuous training and development of their legal advisers with regard to ratification and implementation of international air law instruments and to consider hosting from time to time such events in their States; 

d) inform ICAO by 30 November 2026 of their further progress towards the ratification of international air law treaties by updating/using the DGCA tracking matrix set out in the previous slide; 

e) contact the ICAO LEB Treaty Section (treaty@icao.int) for any information or assistance with regard to ratification matters; and

f) in line with Appendix H of Assembly Resolution A42-5, submit their aeronautical agreements and arrangements for registration with ICAO and to make use of WAGMAR for that purpose at the following link: https://dna.icao.int/WAGMAR.
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