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Cleaning and Disinfection in Aircrafts 

3

↘
FAST CLEANING 
(e.g. 30 min TAT)

↘
INVISIBLE    
(process discrete to 
passengers, but 
visible effects)

↘
SPACE CONSTRAINTS 
(manual work, Special 
materials)

↘
CLEAN & SAFE 
(odorless and 
appropriate)

↘ AIRCRAFT FRIENDLY 
(avoiding corrosion, 
material friendly, 
protect fire 
resistance…)
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Cleaning versus Disinfection 
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CDC
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Rules & Procedures 
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EASA

IATA
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - “Public” Recommendations 

During the Covid-19 Pandemic 
detailed recommendations for 
cleaning and disinfecting twere 
provided to Aircraft Operators by 
Airbus
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WHO
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Aircraft Cleaning - Manufacturer Recommendations

 Cleaning and disinfection products must be compliant to SAE Standards (SAE-AMS 1452/SAE-AMS 1453)!

 The Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) contains relevant information today:
 Follow procedures strictly! 

CLEANING 

1. Prepare your aircraft for cleaning & disinfection (e.g. power, items removal, aeration, protection caps…)
2. Use clean water and equipment without contamination with particles that can damage surfaces
3. Use brush to remove loose particles from surfaces
4. Use aqueous solutions and lint-free cloth
5. Clean surfaces with sponge and clean warm water
6. Dry surfaces with lint-free cloth
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Aircraft Disinfection - Manufacturer Recommendations

Cleaning and disinfection products must be compliant to SAE Standards (SAE-AMS 1452/SAE-AMS 1453)!

 The Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) contains relevant information today:
 Follow procedures strictly! 

DISINFECTION

1. Prepare your aircraft and yourself for disinfection (e.g. Personal Protective Equipment)
2. Only use disinfectants products compliant with SAE standards
3. Apply manual spray and wipe method for surfaces

SELECTION OF APPROPRIATE DISINFECTION PRODUCT AND DOSAGE
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On demand only

Klaus et al, Lufthansa, 2016
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Aircraft Disinsection regulations
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Australian Government

AMM:
- Refer to list of approved consumables
- Only persons necessary inside aircraft
- Apply (..) to the floor (...) / cabin area (...)
- Dry wet all surfaces after treatment
- Close all doors (...) for 45 min
- Obey material manufacturer's instructions and 

the local regulations to do the ground air 
preconditioning to remove the insecticide from 
the cabin and cockpit

- Clean all surfaces (...)



Airbus Amber

Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection & Disinsection - Corrosion risk
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Hot Topics for Research
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection -  Independent Research  
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Product and Dosage 

Product 
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection Efficacy - Independent Research
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Considerations
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✓ Minimum time for effectivity
✓ Technical challenge
✓ External electrical power source
✓ Human exposure limitation
✓ Shadowed areas (tray tables)
✓ Material degradation
✓ Fire Safety Concern
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection
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FAST (Airbus)

https://www.aircraft.airbus.com/sites/g/files/jlcbta126/files/2021-11/FAST-article-Cabin-desinfection-August-2021.pdf#:~:text=and%20AMP%2051%2D26%20and%20AMP%2051%2D31%20for,Maintenance%20Manual%20%2D%20*AMP%3A%20Aircraft%20Maintenance%20Procedure.
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Take Away Message

➢ Current cleaning and disinfection - if correctly applied - is sufficiently effective

➢ Spray and Wipe technique is still the most efficient method

➢ OEM recommended chemical products are appropriate and concentration could 

even be slightly lowered (research still ongoing)

➢ Other technological solutions did not yet show superior results, but should be 

further explored
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Aircraft Cleaning & Disinfection - Outlook

Exploration of 

➢ Alternative antimicrobial surfaces (e.g. material development)

➢ Aircraft friendly surface treatment (e.g. coating)

➢ Automated cleaning/disinfection methods (e.g. technology research)

➢ Appropriate touchless solutions

Airbus Health Onboard
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https://www.airbus.com/en/safety/health-onboard
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Thank you

This document and all information contained herein is the sole property of Airbus. No intellectual property rights 
are granted by the delivery of this document or the disclosure of its content. This document shall not be 
reproduced or disclosed to a third party without the expressed written consent of Airbus. This document and its 
content shall not be used for any purpose other than that for which it is supplied.
Airbus, its logo and product names are registered trademarks.

© Copyright Airbus (Specify your Legal Entity YEAR) / Presentation title runs here
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Refs

IATA https://www.iata.org/contentassets/094560b4bd9844fda520e9058a0fbe2e/aircraft-cleaning-guidance-covid.pdf

CDC https://www.cdc.gov/port-health/php/airline-guidance/preventing-spread-of-disease-guidance-for-cabin-crew.html

EASA https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/guidance-aircraft-cleaning-and-disinfection

WHO https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241547772, https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240080317

LH https://www.springermedizin.de/disinfection-of-aircraft/10985762

https://www.bfr.bund.de/veroeffentlichung/neues-verfahren-zur-flugzeugdesinsektion-schont-passagiere-und-besatzung/

DLR internal reference

Australia/NZ Government
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https://www.iata.org/contentassets/094560b4bd9844fda520e9058a0fbe2e/aircraft-cleaning-guidance-covid.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/port-health/php/airline-guidance/preventing-spread-of-disease-guidance-for-cabin-crew.html
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/guidance-aircraft-cleaning-and-disinfection
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241547772
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240080317
https://www.springermedizin.de/disinfection-of-aircraft/10985762
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/aircraft-vessels-military/aircraft/disinsection

