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Outline

 WHO support on PoE capacity strengthening

* Border Health Capacities as reported under State Party self-assessment Annual
Reporting (SPAR) in the WHO European Region

e Recommendations for PoE capacity strengthening based on Joint External Evaluations
conducted in the WHO European Region

* Upcoming activities

«e. World Health
%Y Organization

European Region



WHO European Region
53 Member States
55 |HR States Parties
~1 billion population
17 time zones

over 200 languages

g. World Health
®/Y Organization

European Region



Preparedness 2.0: Strategy and Action plan on Health emergency

preparedness, response and resilience in the WHO European Region

2024-2029

iy Regional Committee for Es
Q?-JE‘-\‘»W”"“ Health egional Committee for Europe
W #¥ Organization

European Region Copenhagen, Denmark, 20-31 October 2024
Fu ko2 | 200382 ORIGINAL: ENGLIH
o agenda item ] ADWANCE COPY

0

Health emergency preparedness, response and resilience
in the WHO European Region 2024-2029

A new regional strategy and action plan (Preparedness 2.0)
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in the WHO European Region 2024-2029

Draft decision

The Regionsl Committes,

the

(OP1) EHDORSE:
and resiience in the WHO Eurapean Region 2028-2029;

(OP2) URGES Member States:"

(8) o integrate, to the fullest extent possible, the repionalstrategy and setion plan inta relevant

practices for health emergency prapsredness, response and resibence;

Dacument EUR/RCTA/S.
* ), where applicable, regianal ecoramic Integratian organlzations.

Decision

Seventy-fourth Regional Committee for Europe: Copenhagen, 29—31 October

2024: health emergency preparedness, response and resilience in the WHO

European Region 2024—-2029: a new regional strategy and action plan

(Preparedness 2.0)
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WHO/Europe support to strengthening PoE capacities

Updated evidence on health
and health systems impact

After action reviews
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Coordination & Collaboration
* UN Agencies & Partners
*  Multisectoral collaboration

PoE assessments

PoE contingency planning & SOP development

Regional and national PoE simulation
exercises

Capacity building of PoE staff

Risk communication, community
engagement and infodemic management

Risk- based approach & guidance for
decision making on international travel
measures & monitoring of ITT (Art. 43)




Simulation Exercises

Regional exercises

e JADE is an annual regional functional simulation
exercise. Each IHR State Party in the WHO European
Region is invited to participate in one of three identical
exercise days

* The exercise is designed to practice National IHR Focal
Point's (NFP) assessment of public health events and
communication between IHR State Parties and the
WHO IHR Regional Contact Point, as part of the
mandatory functions under the IHR

Off- the shelf exercise packages
* Points of entry package developed

N
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A decision framework for effective,
equitable and context-specific

Initiative on strengthening PHSM during el b raar et
health emergencies

Global guidance on

m monitoring public health
and social measures policies

* PHSM knowledge Hub- database of global, - I x e
multidisciplinary PHSM research and other ‘
resources which is continuously updated by \ )
automated feeds and experts. 1 Tl e e fepentation
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Public health advice
for travellers attending

UEFA EURO 2024

The UEFA EURO 2024 final tournament will take place in Germany
from 14 June to 14 July 2024. If you are travelling to attend, we
encourage you to follow this health advice to protect your health
and well-being.

Before attending the event
Vaccination

Check your vaccination status and consult your doctor on
whether you need to get or renew any vaccinations. Depending
on factors such as your age, the place you live, any underlying
health conditions and previous vaccination status, these may
include vaccinations against measles, pertussis, tetanus,
diphtheria, polio, coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) or other
diseases.

Mare information on recommended vaccines in Germany: here,
Vaccinations against COVID-19

Ihe emer phase of COVID- 19 is aver, but the

wirus ues to spread and endanger people's lives,
particularly those who are older, have chronic diseases, are
immunocompromised or pregnant. Vaccination lowers the risk
of severe illness and death. If you are at risk of severe COVID-19,
check your COVID-19 vaccination status and consult with your
health-care previder for any needed doses.

More information n COVID-19 vaccination in Germany: here
WHO information and recommendations en COVID-19
waccination: here

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/e
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JOINT PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE"

FOR TRAVELLERS ATTENDING
THE JUBILEE 2025
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publica

tions-data/joint-public-health-advice-

Joint ECDC-WHO PH advice for international travellers to mass
gathering events
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JOINT PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE
FOR TRAVELLERS ATTENDING
THE 2024 SUMMER OLYMPIC

and PARALYMPIC GAMES

The 2024 Summer Olympic Games will take place in France from 26 July to 11 August 2024
and will be followed by the Paralympic Games from 28 August to 8 September. If you are
travelling to attend, follow this health advice to protect your health and well-being*

Before attending the event

Vaccination

Check your vaccination status and consult your doctor on whether
you or your children are due for any vaccinations in line with your
country’s national immunization schedule as early as possible
before you travel. Depending on factors, such as your age, the place
you live, any underlying health conditions and previous vaccination
status, these may include vaccinations against measles, whooping
cough (pertussis), tetanus, diphtheria, polio, coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) or other diseases. Check and follow your country's
immunization schedule.

Cases of measles are on the rise worldwide, including in Europe
and in France. Amyone is at risk of measles if they have not been
fully vaccinated or have not had measles in the past. If you plan to
attend the Olympic Games, be sure you are protected and protect
others: chack your and your family's measles-mumps-rubella (MME)
vaccination status as soon as possible and, if unprotected, consult
with your health-care provider to initiate vaccination atleast 2 weeks
before travelling.

More information en recommended vaccinesin France: here

WHO information and recommendations on COVID-19 vaccination:
here

ECDC information and recommendation on vaccines and vaccines
schedule in European Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA]
countries: nere,

https://www.who.int/europe/publicati

travellers-paris-games-2024

ons/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-

for-travellers-attending-the-2024-

summer-olympic-and-paralympic-

ames


https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/joint-public-health-advice-travellers-paris-games-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-advice-uefa-euro-2024
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/joint-public-health-advice-for-travellers-attending-the-2024-summer-olympic-and-paralympic-games

Facilitating peer-to-peer exchange

orld Health
rganization

L‘<<‘\

%

==
=

o

WHO HEALTH EMERGENCIES EPI-WIN WEBINAR SERIES

Ship Inspection and Issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates

12:00-15:00 CET (Geneva)
C Wednesday, 11 February & Thursday, 12 February 2026

brought together more than

"
REGISTER HERE

Speakers:

Dr Stella Chungong
Director, Health Emergency Preparedness (HSP) Department,
WHOHQ

Dr Ninglan Wang

Head, Border, Mass Gatherings and Health Protection Measures
(BMM) Unit, HSP, WHO HQ

Ms Sara Barragan Montes
Technical Officer, Border Health and Points of Entry, BMM Unit,
HSP, WHO HQ

Mr Martin Walker
Independent Points of Entry Specialist/ Port Health Officer,
London Port Health Authority, United Kingdom

Dr Yahya Alamese
Manager, General Directorate of Health for Borders and Coasts,
Turkiye
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Dr Barbara Mouchtouri
Professor and Director of the Laboratory of Hygiene and
Epidemiology, University of Thessaly, Greece

Dr Rachdi Abderrahim
Epidemiologist, Head of Health Control at Border, Tanger
Med Port-Tanger Ville Port, Morocco

Country case studies presented by:

Mr ThijsVeenstra

Senior policy adviser, Coordinatorinfection prevention &
points of entry, National Institute for Public Health and the
Environment, Netherlands

Dr Layla Bouziani
Health officer, Tanger-Med Port, Morocco

Dr Amour Seleman

Head of Port Health Services, Environmental Health and
Sanitation Section, Directorate of Preventive Services,
Ministry of Health, Tanzania

This webinar series aims to
improve the technical capacity of
port health officers and public
health inspectors across the
WHO African, Eastern
Mediterranean and European
Regions to conduct public health
ship inspections and issue ship
sanitation certificates;in
accordance with the International
Health Regulations, by sharing
key WHO guidance and best
practices from selected
countries.

700 ship inspectors, port health
officers, and public health
authorities

Case study presented by the
Netherlands, Morocco and
Tanzania



States Parties Self-assessment
annual reporting tool

Second Edition
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SPAR C11 — Points of Entry 5,
and Border Health v

» SECTION 1. Information by type of Points of Entry

* Number of designated ports/airports/ground
crossings

» SECTION 2. Core Capacities at PoE and International
Travel Related Measures

* C11.1 Core capacity requirements at all times for
PoEs (airports, ports and ground crossings)

* C11.2. Public health response at points of entry

* (C11.3. Risk-based approach to international travel-
related measures New indicator since 2021

European Region

Regulations (2005)

C11.1 Core capacity requirements at all times for PoEs (airports, ports and ground crossings)

Level 1 Strategic risk assessment for individual PoE as an integral part of a national risk assessment has not been

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

completed -
Some designated PoE are implementing routine core capacities based on a completed associated strategic risk 0 ‘
assessment

Some designated PoE are implementing routine core capacities

AND 0
These are integrated into the national surveillance system for biological hazards/all hazards (e.q., event-based

and early warning surveillance)

All designated PoE are implementing routine core capacities with an all-hazard and multisectoral approach 0
integrated into the national surveillance system .
Routine core capacities implemented at all designated PoE are exercised (as appropriate), reviewed, evaluated, 0 ‘

updated and actions are taken to improve capacity on a regular basis

Level C11.2. Public health response at points of entry

PoE designated based on a strategic risk assessment are in the process of developing a PoE public health

Level 1 .
emergency contingency plan

Some designated PoE have developed a PoE public health emergency contingency plan for events caused by
biological hazards

All designated PoE have developed PoE public health emergency contingency plans for events caused by

Level 3 biological hazards and integrated into national emergency response plans®

All designated PoE have developed PoE public health emergency contingency plans for events caused by all

Level 4 hazards®® and integrated into national emergency response plans

All PoE public health emergency contingency plans for events caused by all hazards all designated PoE are

Level 5 exercised (as appropriate), reviewed, evaluated and updated on a regular basis

oo oo e

C11.3. Risk-based approach to international travel-related measures

National multisectoral process with mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related

Level 1 . . .
measures,®® on a risk-based manner, is not available or under development

National multisectoral process with mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related
measures, on a risk-based manner, is developed including guidelines and SOPs for their implementation

National multisectoral process with mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related

Level 3 measures, on a risk-based manner, is developed and being implemented at national level

National multisectoral process with mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related

Level 4 . . o . : :
measures; on a risk-based manner, is developed and being implemented at national and intermediate levels

oo Qg o

National multisectoral process and mechanisms to determine the adoption of international travel-related
IWEVE N measures are being implemented at national, intermediate and local levels and exercised (as appropriate),
reviewed, evaluated and updated on a regular basis, in response to an event or emergency

U d




WHO EURO 2024-2025 SPAR overview EURD avrage 2024 EURO average 2025

74% 73%

WHO EURO Core capacity average reported in 2024 -2025
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Capacity area 11 - Points of entry (PoE)

and border health

C11.1. Core capacity requirements at all times for PoEs (airports, ports and
ground crossings)

C11.2. Public health response at points of entry

C11.3. Risk-based approach to international travel-related measures

* 12 States Parties (22%) reported having the routine core
capacities implemented at all designated PoE, and being
exercised, reviewed, evaluated, and updated, and that actions
were taken to improve capacity on a regular basis (C11.1).

* 27 States Parties (49%) reported all designated PoE having an all-
hazards public health emergency contingency plan which was also
integrated into the national emergency response plans (C11.2).

* 41 States Parties (75%) reported having a national multisectoral
process developed with mechanisms to determine the adoption
of international travel-related measures (in a risk-based manner),
and implemented, at the national and intermediate levels (C11.3).
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WHO EURO SPAR 2025 — Points of entry (PoEs)and border health

71%

Average capacity reported
under area 11, Points of
Entry (PoEs) and Border
Health

713

Total number of designated
Points of Entry (PoEs) were
reported in 2025

76%

PoEs reported to have a
public health emergency
contingency plan

251 &=

Designated ports were
reported in 2025

235

Designated airports were
reported in 2025

227

Designated ground crossings
were reported in 2025
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SPAR 2025 — reported strengths and challenges

» Core capacities exist but are uneven and/or not fully assessed: Many PoEs report routine capacities largely in place (often level 4-5),
but with gaps due to expansion/structural changes, variability between ports/airports, or lack of formal designation and completed
assessments.

» Contingency planning is present but needs strengthening: Plans often exist (sometimes not written/approved), are not consistently
all-hazards, and are not always fully integrated with national emergency response arrangements; many are under revision.

* SOPs and implementation/testing need improvement: Written procedures for ill travellers and sanitation/vector measures
commonly exist, but countries note the need to finalize, harmonize, and routinely test SOPs (including multiagency use).

* Workforce and resources are recurring constraints: Limited human resources (inlcuding staffing shortages) affect routine
implementation, oversight, and the ability to run trainings/exercises and sustain capacities.

* Coordination and information-sharing are central issues (and strengths in some cases): Several entries highlight good multisectoral
coordination and strong communication channels (sometimes developed during COVID-19) but also note weaker links with private
sector actors and, in some settings, insufficient cross-border agreements/procedures and/or digital connectivity to surveillance/alert
systems.

European Region 14



JEE in the WHO European Region (as of 8 October 2026)

Completed JEEs (30) 16. Georgia, 2019

In the pipeline (2)

Albania, 2016
Armenia, 2016
Belgium, 2017
Finland, 2017
Kyrgyzstan, 2016
Latvia, 2017

Slovenia, 2017
Switzerland, 2017
. Turkmenistan, 201

Lo bY o U e By D b

N
N 2 O

. Serbia, 2018

13. Lithuania, 2018
14. North Macedonia,
15. Montenegro, 2019

Liechtenstein, 2017 25. Georgia, 2024

. Republic of Moldova, 2018 28. Albania, 2025

17. Tajikistan, 2019
18. Germany, 2019
19. Ukraine, 2021
20. Uzbekistan, 2022
21. Azerbaijan, 2023
22. Kyrgyzstan, 2023
23. Estonia, 2023
24. Armenia, 2023

26. The Netherlands
(JEE/PHEPA), 2025
6 27. Tajikistan, 2025

29. Moldova, 2026
30. Germany (JEE/PHEPA), 2026

2019 31.Tiirkiye, 2026
32.Turkmenistan, 2027

e 30 JEE missions in 23 States have taken place in the WH6’/European Region since 2016
» 7 States have completed their second JEE (ALB, ARM, GEO, GER, KGZ, TIK, MLD)
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Summary of JEE recommendations for points of entry (2023-2026)

* Conduct a comprehensive national risk assessment for decision making on designation of points of entry

* Regularly assess/ review capacities of designated points of entries

* Conduct regular coordination meetings between all stakeholders in health at points of entry

* Strengthen and institutionalize expertise and standardized competencies both at designated and non-designated ports and airports

* Develop and implement multiagency public health emergency plans for points of entry outlining roles and responsibilities of relevant
agencies

* Test PoE plans and SOPs through simulation exercises
* Improve routine and response capacities as set out in IHR (2005) Annex 1b
* Create a tailored training and capacity-building programmes for the public health staff at PoEs

* Revise existing strategies and mechanisms for decision making on international travel measures and risk communication for international
travellers and test these regularly.

* Strengthen cross-border collaboration with neighbouring countries, through agreements on mutual information exchange, joint assessments
and designations (ground crossing)

* Organize lessons learnt/ experience sharing exchange between PoE professionals

* Implement a schedule of regular maintenance for devices used at points of entry to detect CBRN risks

7
g7, World Health
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Priority activities 2026/2027

* Facilitation of Peer- exchanges
* Sub-regional workshop on points of entry in light of IHR amendments- Q4 2026 & Q2 2027
* Twinning between IHRNFPs- ongoing
* Regional Annual Detection and Assessments of Events (JADE) exercise- November 2026

* Revision of IHR Monitoring and Evaluation tools to align it with the 2024 amendments to better reflect IHR provisions
related to PoE and border health

* Revision of the IHR States Parties Annual Reporting (SPAR).- Launch this October
* Revision of the JEE tool- 2027 TBC

* Technical guidance development & updates
 Digitalization of the ICVP and MS consultation- Q2/3 2026
* Review of PoE technical guidance (i.e. POE assessment tool)- ongoing

e Technical guidance for National IHR authorities- ongoing

European Region
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