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• Disclaimer
• This training material provides an overview of its subject matter only and is 

intended to be general guidance. It is not a substitute for independent 
professional advice specific to the needs of your organisation and should 
not be relied on to reflect the law applicable to your circumstances. Every 
effort has been made to ensure the information contained is accurate, but 
no legal responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions. 

• Copyright
• Except for copyright belonging to third parties and sources used in the 

training material, the ATSB owns the copyright in the training material. You 
may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form 
only (retaining this notice) for your non-commercial use or use within your 
organisation. You may adapt the training material for your organisational 
purposes with attribution to the ATSB. Requests for further authorisation 
should be directed to the ATSB.



Human remains recovery
• In Australia human remains recovery is the 

responsibility of the Coroner
• Recovery coordinated through the accident site 

commander or local police
• WARNING: [ATSB] Investigators should not involve 

themselves with any aspect of body or body part recovery 
at fatal accidents, nor should they be involved in the 
transport and handling of bagged remains.



ATSB MoU
• Memorandum of Understanding 

currently only held with one police 
service

• Protocols found in the MoU used as 
best practice with all other States

• Importantly, this MOU does not create 
legally enforceable rights or obligations 
for either party.



Roles - State Police Services
• Identify ATSB investigation priorities, 

prior to entering the accident site or 
removing deceased persons.

• Taking initial control of the site where 
deceased persons are present.

• Recording the site prior to the removal 
of deceased persons to minimise the 
effect of any disturbance on ATSB 
investigative processes. 



Roles - State Police Services
• Ensuring that any material 

shared by the ATSB remains 
secure, and consulting with the 
ATSB on any limitations to 
disclosure to third parties, 
before sharing the information.

• Consulting with the ATSB 
before significantly disturbing 
critical aircraft systems.



Roles - State Police Services
• Where there is fragmentation or incineration of 

human remains, to liaise with the ATSB IIC to 
arrange for either:
– ATSB to conduct examinations jointly with police 

presence to deal with any additional remains that might 
be discovered, or

– maintaining a police presence near the site for the 
duration of the ATSB examination to deal with any 
additional remains located.



Roles - ATSB
• Not entering a site or commencing 

activity until human remains are 
removed by the police, as they will 
have management of the site 
– note that the ATSB may still have 

protection orders over evidence 
and will work with police to 
provide advice and gain access to 
evidence if appropriate.



Roles - ATSB
• Not requesting access to photos of the site that depict 

graphic human remains unless those photos may be 
relevant to the ATSB investigation.

• Stopping work and notifying the police immediately if 
any further human remains or other evidence 
important to the police are identified by ATSB 
personnel.



Roles - Mutual
• Nominating a liaison officer from 

the respective investigation teams 
upon being notified of an incident. 

• Exchanging contact information 
for liaison officers as soon as 
possible, and ensuring that all 
communication occurs through 
these officers.



Follow us

Subscribe to our mailing list and get all our 
reports over email

https://atsb.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4a29e8e2013e58e374f527197&id=40ae3591b2
https://atsb.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4a29e8e2013e58e374f527197&id=40ae3591b2
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