
Locating the recorders
Above sea level 

Presented by
Rob Chopin
Investigation Specialist - Pacific



• Disclaimer
• This training material provides an overview of its subject matter only and is 

intended to be general guidance. It is not a substitute for independent 
professional advice specific to the needs of your organisation and should 
not be relied on to reflect the law applicable to your circumstances. Every 
effort has been made to ensure the information contained is accurate, but 
no legal responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions. 

• Copyright
• Except for copyright belonging to third parties and sources used in the 

training material, the ATSB owns the copyright in the training material. You 
may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form 
only (retaining this notice) for your non-commercial use or use within your 
organisation. You may adapt the training material for your organisational 
purposes with attribution to the ATSB. Requests for further authorisation 
should be directed to the ATSB.



Crashworthiness
• Flight recorders are designed to survive both high-speed impact and post-impact 

fire. They are, however, not invulnerable and are sometimes destroyed.
• The recorder is designed to ensure that data, rather than the recorder itself, 

survives an accident. The data storage medium (tape or microchips) is mounted 
inside an impact-resistant and fire-resistant container. 

• The recorder’s memory module is now required to withstand:
• an impact producing a 3,400-g deceleration for 6.5 milliseconds (equivalent to an 

impact velocity of 270 knots and a deceleration or crushing distance of 45 cm)
• a penetration force produced by a 227 kilograms (500 pounds) weight which is 

dropped from a height of 3 metres (10 feet)
• a static crush force of 22.25 kN (5,000 pounds) applied continuously for 5 minutes

• a fire of 1,100 degrees Celsius for 60 minutes



AO-2023-008 B737 LAT













AO-2023-008 Prelim



Follow us

Subscribe to our mailing list and get all our 
reports over email

https://atsb.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4a29e8e2013e58e374f527197&id=40ae3591b2
https://atsb.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4a29e8e2013e58e374f527197&id=40ae3591b2
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