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2.15 Establishment of Significant Points

5LNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN ANNEX 11

2.15.1 Significant points shall be established for the purpose of defining an ATS route or 
instrument approach procedure and/or in relation to the requirements of air traffic services 
for information regarding the progress of aircraft in flight.

2.15.2 Significant points shall be identified by designators.

2.15.3 Significant points shall be established and identified in accordance with the 
principles set forth in Appendix 2.



Appendix 2 Principles Governing the Establishment and Identification of Significant Points

5LNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN ANNEX 11

3. Designators for significant points not marked by the site of a radio navigation aid

3.1 Where a significant point is required at a position not marked by the site of a radio 
navigation aid, and is used for ATC purposes, it shall be designated by a unique five-letter 
pronounceable “name-code”. This name-code designator then serves as the name as well 
as the coded designator of the significant point. Note.— The principles governing the use 
of alphanumeric name-codes in support of RNAV SIDs, STARs and instrument approach 
procedures are detailed in the PANS-OPS (Doc 8168).

3.2 The name-code designator shall be selected so as to avoid any difficulties in 
pronunciation by pilots or ATS personnel when speaking in the language used in ATS 
communications.

3.3 The name-code designator shall be easily recognizable in voice communications and 
shall be free of ambiguity with those used for other significant points in the same general 
area.



Appendix 2 Principles Governing the Establishment and Identification of Significant Points

5LNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN ANNEX 11

3. Designators for significant points not marked by the site of a radio navigation aid

3.4 The unique five-letter pronounceable name-code designator assigned to a significant 
point shall not be assigned to any other significant point. When there is a need to relocate 
a significant point, a new name-code designator shall be chosen. In cases when a State 
wishes to keep the allocation of specific name-codes for reuse at a different location, such 
name-codes shall not be used until after a period of at least six months.

3.5 States’ requirements for unique five-letter pronounceable name-code designators shall 
be notified to the Regional Offices of ICAO for coordination.



ENR 4.4 Name-code designators for significant points

5LNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN PANS-AIM DOC 10066 

#AIP-DS# A list of alphabetically arranged name-code designators (five-letter 
pronounceable “name-code”) established for significant points at positions not marked by 
the site of radio navigation aids, including:

1) name-code designator;

2) geographical coordinates in degrees, minutes and seconds of the position;

3) reference to ATS or other routes where the point is located; and

4) remarks, including supplementary definition of positions where required.



1.6 WAYPOINT NAMING

5ANNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN PANS OPS DOC 8168 

1.6.1 Waypoints used in support of RNAV SIDs, STARs and instrument approach 
procedures shall be designated by either a unique, five-letter, pronounceable “name-code” 
or a five-alphanumeric name-code. The following principles apply:

• a) waypoints shall be designated by a five-alphanumeric name-code only if they 
are used for waypoints unique to one aerodrome that has a properly assigned four-
letter location indicator (in accordance with Doc 7910);

• b) in the following cases a unique, five-letter, pronounceable “name-code”, in 
accordance with Annex 11, shall be applied:

• 1) final waypoint of a SID;

• 2) initial waypoint of a STAR;

• 3) waypoints common to more than one terminal control area or used in a procedure 
common to more than one airport which are not used for en-route; and

• 4) waypoints for ATC purposes.



1.6 WAYPOINT NAMING

5ANNC : ICAO PROVISIONS IN PANS OPS DOC 8168 

1.6.2 The following criteria apply when five-alphanumeric name-codes are used:

a) the five-alphanumeric name-code convention that is adopted shall be applicable to all 
aerodromes within the State;

b) five-alphanumeric name-codes should contain characters taken from the airport designator, 
and/or characters indicating the use of the significant point, with all combinations containing 
no more than three digits;

c) the convention and the rules of application shall be published in the State AIP;

d) the five-alphanumeric name-code shall be unique within the terminal area in which it is 
used;

e) as global uniqueness cannot be assured, all waypoints that have a five-alphanumeric name-
code identifier should be clearly listed as terminal waypoints in the AIP; and

f) as global uniqueness cannot be assured for waypoints containing five-alphanumeric name-
codes, to avoid any potential misselection by the pilot, ATC should not use waypoints 
designated by five-alphanumeric name-codes in any re-routing from the en-route structure into 
a terminal procedure.
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ICARD Process

• Each ICAO Regional Office has a nominated ICARD Data Manager

• Each State shall have nominated ICARD Authorised User(s) to perform requests of 5LNC.

• States are required to coordinate usage of unique five-letter pronounceable name-code 
designators (5LNC’)s with the appropriate Regional Office 

• ICARD User Guidelines is available on the ICAO website: 



Steps to submit ICARD 5LNC requests



ICARD Users

• Public User (Non-Authorized User)

• Any person of the public who may query the content of the database but not 
make any reservations or change to the content. 

• State User (Authorized User)

• ICARD Authorized users are nominated by their State (State users, Country 
Managers).

• The ICAO Regional Office should be informed of the name(s) of the person(s) 
who will act as ICARD authorized user(s).

• Regional Manager (Authorized User)

• Each ICAO Regional Office has a nominated ICARD Data Manager and an 
alternate. The ICARD focal point in each ICAO regional office will:

• Review and accept or refuse requests from State Users for the allocation, 
amendment or deletion of 5LNCs

• Allocate, amend, or delete a 5LNC directly into ICARD



Find Allocated and Available 5LNC



Color Codes of 5LNCs in ICARD

• Green means the 5LNC is available for your Region, you can select and proceed to 
make a request.

• Blue means the 5LNC is available but it belongs to another ICAO Region

• Orange means

• the 5LNC is pending action by the ICARD Regional Data Manager or,

• may be part of a reserved block or,

• it’s frozen for a period of 6 months until it is released, further to deletion 
request.

• Red means the 5LNC is already allocated to/used by a Country.

• Purple means historical data, the 5LNC was used by a Country at some point in the 
past, some codes may come up multiple times in purple.



Regional Manager: 8 Functions under 5LNC

• Find Allocated and Available 5LNC

• Find 5LNC in Available List

• Find Allocated 5LNC

• Check my Requests

• Take a Decision

• Update Reserve List

• Transfer to Region

• Handle Blocks of Codes



Steps for new 5LNC request
• In all cases, the coordinates of the requested new 5LNC must be within the territory of, or 

within a FIR administered by the requesting Administration. If this is not the case, the 
request will be refused.

• Proximate ‘sound-like’ checking shall be conducted before submission. 250NM shall be 
used for Terminal Airspace, 500NM shall be used for Enroute airspace and Flight 
Information Region (FIR) boundary points. 

• For 5LNCs on FIR boundaries, the requesting Administration is responsible for 
coordination with all Administrations concerned before the new 5LNCs are requested in 
ICARD;

• After the submission of new 5LNC requests, the user requests are successfully recorded in 
the ICARD application, BUT NOT YET APPROVED by the ICARD Regional Data 
Manager. Administrations must wait for approval of the requested 5LNC/s by the ICARD 
Regional Data Manager before proceeding to publication in AIP. If requests are urgent, 
ICARD Users should inform the ICARD Regional Data Manager by e-mail to expedite 
processing.

• 5LNCs shall be implemented and published in relevant AIPs, in accordance with the 
AIRAC cycle and prior notification requirement of Annex 15 after approval in ICARD.



Regional Manager: Handle request for registering new 5LNC

• New 5LNC (not yet published)

• Check fields must be filled. If any of coordinates, 
purpose and coordinating State is/are not filled, 
postpone request and inform ICARD Planner.

• Check 5LNC on JeppView. 

• If Jeppview detected a published 5LNC, it will be 
cross-checked with the relevant State’s AIP.

• If Jeppview detected a published 5LNC outside 
APAC, coordination between the ICARD 
Regional Manager will be required.

• If 5LNC is published by other State, request 
should be rejected. 

• Regional Manager should send a request to 
associated State. 



*Purpose must be selected.

**Comment should always be provided in all requests (such as background, purpose, reason for 

amendment/deletion)

***If the 5LNC purpose is FIR, a coordinating State must be added.

Regional Manager: Check if all fields are filled



Regional Manager: Check with the list of Duplicated 5LNC 

If the 5LNC is found on this list, please see the priority.

- If the priority is assigned to the requested State, proceed with checks.

- If the priority is assigned to another State, the request will be Rejected.

- If the priority has not been assigned, please see 5LNC DUPLICATE RESOLUTION 
RULES.

file://Apac-fs1/bkk_atm/ATS Routes and Waypoints/ICARD/DUPLICATES FOR RESOLUTION/20180925 Copy of Duplicated 5LNCs - Full List.xlsx
file://Apac-fs1/bkk_atm/ATS Routes and Waypoints/ICARD/State Letter Duplicate Resolution and Updated Information/AN 11_45.5-17_101 ICAO ICARD Database System.pdf
file://Apac-fs1/bkk_atm/ATS Routes and Waypoints/ICARD/State Letter Duplicate Resolution and Updated Information/AN 11_45.5-17_101 ICAO ICARD Database System.pdf


Regional Manager: Handle request for registering new 5LNC

• New 5LNC (not yet published)

• If there is no object found in the JeppView, proximity 
shall be checked as follows:

• If purpose is ‘Terminal Airspace (SID/STAR/HLDG)’, 
250NM value should be used for proximity check. 

• If purpose is other than ‘Terminal Airspace 
(SID/STAR/HLDG)’, 500NM value should be used.

• Insert appropriate value, then press ‘list’. If there is no 
proximity issue, system will show ‘No proximity issue 
detected’. 

• After that press ‘Map’ and check whether 5LNC is within the 
FIR concerned or not. If 5LNC is not within the FIR 
concerned, request should be postponed and clarified from 
State ICARD planners. 

• If proximity issue detected, request should be rejected 
and informed to the State ICARD planners, including 
proximity details. 

• If no proximity issue detected, request should be 
accepted.  

   



Steps for 5LNC amendment (AME)
• Same steps as submitting for a new request as above

 



Regional Manager: Handle request for amending 5LNC

• If the request is a change of coordinates not published yet in States AIP, perform 
another proximity check, and if the result is fine, Accept the request.

• If the request is a change of coordinates (within 1 NM of the previous coordinates 
and with the same purpose) or a change in the comments text, Accept the request.

• For an implemented 5LNC, a request in change of coordinates exceeding 1 NM, it 
is to be reminded that as per Annex 11, the 5LNC is to be substituted with a new 
one.

• For 5LNCs on FIR boundaries, advise the State to coordinate with all State(s) 
concerned before implementation and publication in AIPs.



Steps for 5LNC deletion (DEL)

• 5LNC deletion requests shall only be submitted in ICARD after the applicability date 
of the AIP amendment removing the 5LNC;

• For the 5LNCs located on a FIR boundary, make sure it has been coordinated between 
all Administrations concerned and removed from all AIPs involved before the code 
deletion request is submitted; and

• Once a 5LNC is deleted, it will be temporarily frozen for a period of 6 months.  After 
this period, it will automatically return to the reserve list of the ICARD database of the 
same Region, ensuring a clear and predictable process. 



Regional Manager: Handle request for deletion of 5LNC

• First check in JeppView, that the code is indeed no longer implemented. If the code 
still appears in JeppView, get confirmation from the State who requested the 
deletion, the date of 5LNC decommissioning and removal from AIP.

• For deletion of FIR boundary points, please make sure prior accepting the deletion, 
that it was coordinated between all States concerned and removed from all State 
AIPs involved.

• In any other cases, Accept the deletion of a 5LNC. 



Resolving 5LNC Duplicates

5LNC duplicates

Rule 1: Priority is given to (a) 5LNC(s) which is (are) already allocated in ICARD. 
Duplicated 5LNCs that are not allocated in ICARD shall be replaced by new 5LNCs. If 
two or more 5LNCs of the same name are in ICARD, Rule 2 applies.

Rule 2. If two or more 5LNCs of the same name are allocated in ICARD: 

a) creation date (date when the 5LNC was allocated in ICARD for that State) If there are 
two or more 5LNCs with a creation date, the earliest date will have priority. After 
verification that the State with the priority date is still using that 5LNC, (a) new 
5LNC(s) shall be proposed by the Regional Office(s) to the other State(s) with the 
same duplicated 5LNC; 

b) b) creation date versus no creation date (A) new 5LNC(s) shall be proposed to the 
State(s) with no ICARD creation date; 

c) c) No creation date If there are two or more 5LNCs of the same name without creation 
dates, Rule 3 applies. 



Resolving 5LNC Duplicates

5LNC duplicates

Rule 3. If Rules 1 and 2 do not resolve the 5LNC duplication, the following 
characteristics will have priority: 

a) 5LNCs used in both terminal airspace (SIDs/STARs) and en-route airspace; Note: The 
amount of changes foreseen and publication required in AIP sections AD and ENR 
could be very large 

b) 5LNCs used in high-density/high-complexity terminal airspace (e.g. SIDs/STARs, 
holdings, instrument approach procedures); 

c) 5LNCs used in en-route airspace (e.g. crossovers between two or more ATS routes, 
transfer of control points, upper/lower airspace routes, etc). Priority shall be given to 
highest number of ATS routes crossings through the 5LNCs concerned; 

d) 5LNCs used in low-density/low-complexity terminal airspace; 

e) 5LNCs used in other routes (domestic, temporary, helicopter, etc.) 



Resolving 5LNC Duplicates

5LNC duplicates

Rule 4. Resolving conflicts: 

a) if any of the previous rules do not resolve 5LNC duplicates and if the 5LNC 
duplicates are within the area of accreditation of one Regional Office, that Regional 
Office will make the decision; 

b) b) if the 5LNC duplicates are in different regions, the Regional Offices involved shall 
agree on a resolution; 

c) c) if any of the previous rules do not resolve the 5LNC duplicates, ICAO 
Headquarters, in coordination with the relevant Regional Office(s), will make the final 
decision. 
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ICARD Known Issues

1. Like-sounding proximate checks works only on accepted ICARD 5LNCs. When 
large number of new submission together, submitter have to check manually within 
list of submission.

2. Difficulty to select appropriate 5LNCs due to the more 5LNCs already allocated and 
500NM like-sounding proximate criteria

3. ICARD does not reflect unregistered published 5LNCs, Unregistered published 
5LNC available in other Regions

a. Can be detected with Jeppview

4. 5LNC that may pose pronounceability issues for example: “SRONO”, “TMANG”.



ICARD Known Issues

5. Do not use 5LNCS starting with the letter “X”



ICARD Known Issues Cont’d

6. ICARD proximity detects 5LNCs that State does not find similar pronunciation.

7. States published 5LNCs and ATS Route designator before ICARD registration

a. Resulting in → New 5LNC Duplicate list

8. ICARD cannot detect 5LNC with same lat. and long.

9. ICARD do not provide notification function for Regional Manager and States.

10. Many duplicates still exist for many years without resolution

11. Some States did not provide Annual update on the status of duplicated 5LNCs (all 
published 5LNCs)



Thank You

CAIRO 
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