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• APANPIRG/27 – Bangkok, Thailand, September 2016

…the incorporation of a specific UAS Block 1 (ASBU) element within the

Asia/Pacific Seamless ANS Plan (2019) to ensure a more harmonized

approach across the Asia/Pacific Region.

• Decision APANPIRG/27/17:  Asia/Pacific Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

Task Force (APUAS/TF)

Formed to inter alia develop the Seamless ANS Plan element, and associated 

guidance.



RPAS Workshop – Bangkok, Thailand, 12 – 23 November 2016 (link)

• Background, ICAO RPAS Framework, Case Studies.

APUAS/TF/1 – April 2017 (link)

APUAS/TF/2 – March 2018 (link)

APUAS/TF/3 – March 2019 (link)

DRONE ENABLE/2 (global event 2018) (link)

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2016-PRAS.aspx
https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2017-APUAS-TF1.aspx
https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2018-APUAS-TF2.aspx
https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2019-APUAS-TF3.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Meetings/DRONEENABLE2/Pages/default.aspx


APUAS/TF Outcomes

Background information and a performance 

expectation in the Asia/Pacific Seamless Air 

Navigation Services Plan Version 3 (2019)

Preferred Aerodrome/Airspace and Route Specifications (PARS) Phase II

(expected implementation by 07 November 2019)

Unmanned Aircraft Systems

7.17 States should implement regulations supporting the integration of UAS operations in non-segregated

airspace, using a risk-based approach and in accordance with the Asia/Pacific Regional Guidance for the Regulation of

UAS, as a minimum.

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Documents/edocs/Asia%20Pacific%20Seamless%20ATM%20Plan%20V%203.0.pdf


APUAS/TF Outcomes

Asia/Pacific Regional Guidance for the 

Regulation and Safe Operation of UAS in 

National Airspace (Version 1.0 August 2019)

ICAO Asia/Pacific eDocuments web page

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Pages/eDocs.aspx


Conclusion ATM/SG/7-9: Regional Guidance for the Regulation and Safe 
Operation of UAS within National Airspace

That, the Asia/Pacific Regional Guidance for the Regulation and Safe Operation of 
UAS within National Airspace at Appendix H to the Report be adopted, and 
uploaded to the ICAO Asia/Pacific Regional Office eDocuments web-page.







APAC Regional Guidance for the Regulation and Safe Operation

of UAS within National Airspace

• GENERAL REGULATORY GUIDANCE

• Definitions, General Regulations, operations of UA Beyond Visual Line of Sight

(BVLOS), Registration and Identification, responsibilities of approved persons or

organizations, contingency procedures

• CATEGORIES OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS

• Risk-based approach to regulatory development:

• Category A – Low risk UAS operations

• Category B – Regulated minimal risk UAS operations

• Category C – Regulated acceptable risk UAS operations



Low Risk 

UAS Operations



Low Risk 

UAS Operations

Example from the ICAO 

UAS Toolkit (more on this 

later):



Regulated Minimal Risk

UAS operations



Regulated Acceptable

Risk UAS operations



APAC Regional Guidance for the Regulation and Safe Operation

of UAS within National Airspace

• BUT:

• APAC Regional Guidance developed when global guidance was still not available or

under development;

• Some differences between APAC Regional Guidance and subsequent global

guidance;

• Further information on global guidance in separate ICAO (HQ) presentation;

• ATM Sub-Group of APANPIRG may consider retirement of APAC Regional Guidance;

• Superseded?

• Differences?

• Standardization!




