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The Volcano Observatory Notice 
to Aviation – or VONA – is a 
suggested format for the 
information provided by SVOs to 
VAACs, MWOs and ACC/FIC –
contained in ICAO Doc 9766 
Handbook on the International 
Airways Volcano Watch.

https://www.icao.int/airnavigation/METP/MOG%20IAVW%20Reference%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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How do you know your VO is a designated SVO?

Need to check the ICAO regional air navigation plan (ANP) – Volume 1, 
Table MET I-1 (same Table in every ICAO region!)

APAC ANP: https://www.icao.int/APAC/Pages/APAC-eANP.aspx

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Pages/APAC-eANP.aspx
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https://reliefweb.int/map/world/asia-pacific-regional-hazard-map-holocene-
eruption-and-selected-volcanoes



Using the VONA template becomes a “recommended practice” for State volcano 
observatories.  VONA to be provided to operators like any other aviation MET 
warnings. 

To be provided in both traditional alphanumeric code (TAC) and IWXXM format.
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New “unassigned” colour code for poorly monitored volcanoes (e.g., undersea 
volcanoes, remote volcanoes)
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• The first thing is for national aviation authorities (NAAs) to reach out 
to their SVOs and discuss the requirements.

• SVOs are not likely to have AFS connections – so working with their 
associated meteorological or ATC offices, or with MWOs/VAACs will 
be important.

• Guidance is being developed for inclusion in the Handbook on the 
International Airways Volcano Watch (Doc 9766) to assist SVOs.

• Dissemination is being worked on – WMO is providing an IWXXM 
schema and bulletin headers.  

Amd 81 proposes:

“State volcano observatories shall send information on volcanic 
activity and/or volcanic ash in the atmosphere as quickly as 
practicable to their associated VAAC, MWO, NOTAM office, ACC/FIC 
and, in accordance with regional air navigation agreement, 
international OPMET databanks…”
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• First, check the following: 

• Ensure inclusion in the ANP Table MET I-1

• Ensure meeting current Amd 80 requirements – if possible, use 
the Doc 9766 VONA template for sending information to VAAC, 
ATC, etc.

• Talk to NAA about how to disseminate the VONA on the AFS – even 
if it’s just in TAC form to start with.

• Talk to your associated VAAC – they will likely have some good 
advice and be keen to help.
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