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139.01 Use of Aerodrome
An aircraft shall not take off or land at any place in the Republic unless the place has been certified as an aerodrome 
under this Regulation

139.05 Requirement for an Aerodrome Certificate
(a) The operator of an aerodrome intended for public use, and
(b) The passenger-seating capacity of the aircraft employed in the
operations exceeds 30 seats shall in accordance with the national
requirement be in possession of an aerodrome certificate.

MCAA requirement on Aerodrome Certification
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When an aerodrome is granted a certificate, it signifies to aircraft operators and
other organizations operating on the aerodrome;

1. the aerodrome meets the specifications regarding the facility and its
operations, and

2. the operator has the capability to maintain these specifications for
the period of validity of the certificate

The certification process also establishes the baseline for continued monitoring of
compliance with the specification.

What does Certification Assure?
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MCAR 139 Aerodrome Rules
MCAR 100 Integrated Safety Management Systems
ASC 139-5 Aerodrome Standards
ASC 139-3 Maldives Runway Safety Programme
ASC 139-4 Formation of Local Runway  Safety Teams
ASC 139-6 Wildlife Control Programme
ASC139-7 Notification of Changes to aerodromes
ASC139-8 Assessment of runway surface friction characteristics
ASC139-9 Procedure for reporting of tall structures
ASC 139-11  Guidance on Aerodrome Certification for prospective Aerodrome 

Certificate Holders

MCAA regulations related to Aerodrome certification
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 MCAR 139 prescribes the primary requirements for aerodrome certificate.

 ASC 139-5 has technical specifications and requirements associated with:
 Design of Aerodrome Facilities
 Aerodrome Operational Services
 Aerodrome Operational Safety Issues

 ASC 139-11 - Guidance on Aerodrome Certification for prospective Aerodrome
Certificate Holders
 describes in depth the three stages of Certification

MCAR 139 Aerodrome Rules & ASC 139-5 Aerodrome Standards
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Stage 1 – Application Acceptance

Aerodrome Certification - A three-stage process

Maldives Civil Aviation Authority

Aerodrome 
Certification 

Stage 2 – Design Compliance and 
Construction Acceptance

Stage 3 – Operational Acceptance 
and Issue of Certificate

Why?
 Ensure compliance at earlier stages

 Provide technical guidance for the aerodrome 

certification process

 Multiple stakeholders involved in airport 

development process. This process brings 

developers and operators work together with 

CAA.

 A formal process to assist operators/developers 

with the queries during earlier stages

 Avoid unnecessary costs incurring at last minute 

for rectifications

 To tackle short durations certification timelines
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During this stage:
1) intended scope of operations is identified

a) type of aircraft intended for the operation (Design Aircraft); 
b) Proposed routes
c) instrument approach procedures,
d) navigation and communications facilities; 
e) Nature of operations  passenger/cargo/mail, day, night, VFR or IFR, Intl’ operations/domestic operations;

2) A thorough review of passenger terminal is conducted
3) Aerodrome reference code is established
4) A compliance review of aerodrome physical characteristic is conducted
5) An initial obstacle assessment is conducted
6) Level of Air Traffic Service to be provided is identified
7) A concept acceptance for the overall concept design is issued

Stage 1 | Application Acceptance
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The purpose of the Stage 1 acceptance is to allow the applicant to commence detailed 
planning for a new aerodrome or compliance assessment for introducing changes to 
an existing aerodrome.
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Stage 1 | Application Acceptance
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Stage 1 | Application Acceptance
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The purpose of the Stage 2 acceptance is to allow the applicant to commence actual
construction or remedial works. The Stage 2 submission will provide the information on
the detail design of the aerodrome.

Stage 2 | Design Compliance and Construction
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During this stage:
1) A review the detailed design of aerodrome (Markings, Lightings, Electrical Systems)
2) A comprehensive assessment of obstacle limitation surface is conducted
3) Environmental clearances obtained
4) Independent consultant engineer is appointed by developer to oversee the construction 
5) Design compliance and construction acceptance is issued
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Stage 2 | Design Compliance and Construction
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Stage 2 | Design Compliance and Construction
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Stage 3 | Operational Approval and Grant of certificate
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The purpose of the Stage 3 is to provide the applicant with an operational acceptance of the
aerodrome and for aircraft operations to commence.
The Stage 3 submission provides information on the completed aerodrome along with the
Aerodrome Manual, final compliance matrix and other supporting documentation.

During this stage:
1) Aerodrome Manual, Emergency Plan & SMS is reviewed and approved
2) Surveyed aerodrome data is verified and sent for publication
3) A technical inspection of aerodrome facilities and equipment is conducted by CAA
4) On-site audit is conducted to:

1) A technical inspection of aerodrome facilities
2) Verify the aerodrome manual and its procedures
3) Check training and competency of the personnel
4) Verify the coordination arrangements with other service providers (ATS, AIS, Security)

5) Findings are generated by CAA for the non-compliances
6) Corrective Action Plan (CAP) submitted by the operator
7) Aerodrome certificate is issued based on the corrective action plan
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Stage 3 | Operational Approval and Grant of certificate
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Stage 3 | Operational Approval and Grant of certificate
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Stage 3 | Operational Approval and Grant of certificate
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Stage 3 | Operational Approval and Grant of certificate
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Thank you
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