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REVIEW OF THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE ANC AND THE COUNCIL ON  

THE REPORT OF APANPIRG/31 AND RASG-APAC/10 MEETINGS 

 

(Presented by the Secretariat) 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The Air Navigation Commission (ANC) and the Air Navigation Bureau (ANB) 

jointly present a consolidated annual report on Planning and Implementation 

Regional Groups (PIRGs) and Regional Aviation Safety Groups (RASGs) that 

covered the period from April 2020 to March 2021 including APANPIRG/31 and 

RASG-APAC/10. 

 

The action by the Meeting is in paragraph 3. 

 

Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 

B: Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiency — Increase the capacity and improve 

the efficiency of the global aviation system 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Planning and Implementation Regional Groups (PIRGs) and Regional Aviation Safety 

Groups (RASGs) have established regional priorities, implementation indicators and targets in aviation 

safety and air navigation for the regional implementation of the Global Air Navigation Plan (GANP) 

and the Global Aviation Safety Plan (GASP). They also address regional safety and air navigation 

concerns. This is reflected in the work programmes of PIRGs and RASGs. 

 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

 Review of the Report of the Thirty-first Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation 

Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/31) and the Report of the 

Tenth Meeting of the Regional Aviation Safety Group Asia and Pacific (RASG-

APAC/10) (AN-WP/9487) 
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2.1 The Commission noted that there is a slight decrease in APAC Effective 

Implementation (EI) score (63.9 per cent) with respect to last year RASG-APAC review and that it is 

still below the global average of 68.6 per cent. It was explained that the improvement of the EI score of 

Pacific Small Islands Developing States (PSIDS) is significantly challenging. Addressing the needs of 

PSIDS and the execution of the Pacific Islands Aviation Plan (PIAP) Road Map were not possible. It 

was noted that their participation was still low in PIRG and RASG activities. The Commission was 

informed that given the size and level of aviation activity in these States, it may be time to consider 

developing audit principles and simpler Protocol Questions that will fit the size and aviation scope of 

these small island States. 

 

2.2 Additionally, it was noted that the competency and recovery of training for the industry 

and Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) staff will be difficult. Furthermore, physical surveillance or 

inspections related to compliance and certification, as well as accident investigation activities amongst 

others, are affected. States are also faced with the challenges of State audit preparations, which will 

directly impact the regional USOAP EI score. 

 

2.3 The Commission noted that State Safety Programme (SSP) implementation is limited 

and only four States completed it fully. The Commission was informed that numerous States are still 

struggling with the basics. The Commission recalled that SSP implementation was already identified as 

a common challenge during the consideration of the consolidated annual report to Council in 2020. 

 

2.4 The Commission noted that the development of National Aviation Safety Plans 

(NASPs) is slow. Concern was expressed by the Commission that only 40 per cent of States have 

established independent Accident Investigation Authorities. Even though there are many benefits to 

consider a Regional Accident and Incident Authority, the Commission was informed that there is low 

interest in the region to establish such body. 

 

2.5 The Commission noted with satisfaction that the first Asia/Pacific Ministerial 

Conference on Civil Aviation was held in China from 31 January to 1 February 2018. The key outcome 

of this ministerial conference was the Beijing Declaration. The Commission was informed that the 

frequency of ministerial meetings is two years and they address commitments related to aviation safety, 

air navigation services (ANS), accident and incident investigation (AIG), and human resources (HR) 

development. Commitments related to aviation safety, AIG & HR development and air navigation 

services are included in each agenda developed for annual RASG-APAC and APANPIRG meetings. 

 

2.6 The Commission noted with concern that two APAC States now have significant safety 

concerns (SSCs), namely Bhutan and Pakistan. The Commission was informed that the SSC in Bhutan 

is an ANS political issue, it has not been solved in the timeframe given last year and slow progress has 

been made. The Commission was informed that APAC States are facing difficulties in certifying 

military aerodromes that are also used for international air operations. 

 

2.7 Another key issue in the aerodromes domain is the implementation of the enhanced 

Global Reporting Format (GRF) for assessing and reporting runway surface condition. The Commission 

was informed that not all States and aerodrome operators will be ready for the transition to the new 

reporting format by the new applicability date of 4 November 2021. 

 

2.8 The Commission was informed that certain military aerodromes in States are 

undertaking limited civil international operations and the certification of such aerodromes by civil 

aviation authorities may prove to be difficult, therefore an alternative safety oversight framework may 

be appropriate in consideration of the low level of civil international operations at such aerodromes. 
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2.9 The Commission noted that to further improve support from ICAO, participation from 

ANC members, and particularly the President and/or the Chairperson of the ANC Working Group of 

the Whole for Strategic Review and Planning (WG/SRP) in PIRG/RASG meetings, will be useful. 

 

2.10 AN-WP/9487 is provided in Attachment A for easy reference. 

 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1 The Meeting is invited to: 

 

a) take action, as required; and 

b) note the action taken by the Council related to the APANPIRG/31 and RASG-

APAC/10 reports. 

 

 

— — — — — — — — 
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