
  
 MET SG/24 – WP/21

 Agenda Item 5 

16-20/11/20 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 5:  Research, development and other initiatives 
 

 

HAND OVER SIGMET ISSUANCE FROM SOUTHWEST ATMB OF CAAC TO STATE 

SECRETARIAT OF CIVIL AVIATION, CAMBODIA 

 
(Presented by Cambodia) 

 
SUMMARY 

 

This paper presents to hand over SIGMET Issuance for Phnom Penh FIR from Southwest 
ATMB of CAAC to State Secretariat of Civil Aviation, Cambodia. 
 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 The SIGMET for Phnom Penh FIR (VDPP) has been prepared and issued by Chengdu 
MWO on behalf of Cambodia since 1st June 2009. With assistance from the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China (CAAC) 
 
1.2 State Secretariat of Civil Aviation, Cambodia (SSCA) has trained personnel in the 
provision of MWO and SIGMET service. Since May 2018, Phnom Penh MWO has also arranged 
routine trial with Chengdu MWO validating the meteorological Information provided. The result is 
satisfactory so far. 
 
1.3 The Chengdu Meteorological Watch Office (MWO) under the Air Traffic Management 
Bureau of the Civil Aviation Administration of China (ATMB of CAAC) has been assisting the 
issuance of SIGMET for the Phnom Penh FIR in the last 10 years. Bilateral agreements between 
ATMB of CAAC and the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation of Cambodia (SSCA) proposed that the 
SIGMET issuance for the Phnom Penh FIR would be handover from ATMB of CAAC back to SSCA 
on 15th October 2020. In view of that, an ad hoc WS SIGMET test was arranged 
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2. DISCUSSION 

 

 Hand over SIGMET issuance from Southwest ATMB of CAAC to SSCA, Cambodia  

 

 
2.1 In May 11,2009 The Letter of Agreement had been signed between the State Secretariat 
of Civil Aviation of Cambodia (SSCA) and the Air Traffic Management Bureau of the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China (ATMB of CAAC), on coordination Procedures for Issuance of SIGMET for 
the Phnom Penh (VDPP) FIR which effective 01 June 2009 at 0001 UTC.  

2.2 Cambodia has further developed its own facilities and capabilities for the provision of 
MWO and SIGMET services for the Phnom Penh FIR. 

2.3 On 15 October 2020 Air Traffic Management Bureau of Civil Aviation Administration of 
China (ATMB of CAAC) and State Secretariat of Civil Aviation of Cambodia (SSCA) did the 
handover Ceremony of SIGMET Issuance for Phnom Penh FIR of Cambodia by online meeting 
which participated from ATMB, CAAC; SWCAAC; SWATMB,CAAC ; YNATMB,CAAC and 
SSCA.   

3. CONCLUSION 

 
3.1 From 15 October 2020, Cambodia takes back responsibility for the issuance of SIGMET 
for Phnom Penh FIR (from the arrangement with China). Subsequent to taking back responsibility for 
the issuance of SIGMET for Phnom Penh FIR. Cambodia participated in SIGMET coordination 
activities to harmonize the SIGMET information with neighboring MWOs. 

 
 
4. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
4.1 The Meeting is invited to: 
 

a) Note the information in this paper; and 
b) discuss any relevant matter as appropriate 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

1. At the kind offer from Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC), expert from 
Southwest Air Traffic Management Bureau of Civil Aviation Administration of China SWATMB, CAAC 
has provided SIGMET training to Cambodia MWO forecasters in 2002 and 2015. Fifteen officers have 
successfully completed training on SIGMET and three officers have successfully completed the 
meteorology On-Job Training in Chengdu, Southwest Air Traffic Management Bureau (SWATMB) of 
CAAC. SWATMB also sent management and technical personnel to Cambodia to communicate and 
offer on-site technical guidance in 2010, 2014 and 2016. 

 

2. CAAC installed Fun Yan 2 (FY-2) Satellite data reception system for Cambodia MWO, 
which was successfully implemented and completed as of September 26th, 2017. Cambodia MWO 
also got Himawari 8 satellite image data from JMA, Japan through Website. 

 

3. CAAC installed 13 Lightning Detection Sensor stations around Phnom Penh FIR in order 
to provide safety fly in Cambodia. 

 

4. To prepare for Cambodia taking over the preparation of SIGMET, Cambodia MWO 
forecasters have been issuing SIGMET in local and sent to Chengdu MWO, China MWO for correction 
since May 01st, 2018 through WeChat Application in real time, focusing on the format of SIGMET 
and the Cumulonimbus’ position, intensity, top height and development trend. Chengdu MWO has 
provided over 80 modification suggestion up until now. Thanks to joint efforts from both parties, the 
Cambodia forecasters are now very familiar with the rules and have the basic capabilities required 
for SIGMET issuing. 

 

5. The Cambodia MWO forecasters further received on-site training on SIGMET 
coordination provided by the Hong Kong observatory (HKO) in May 2018. Apart from a chatroom for 
coordination, the SIGMET coordination platform provided by HKO also help generate the SIGMET 
message automatically, thus reducing the chance for format error. Since the training, the Cambodia 
MWO forecasters have been practicing the preparation of SIGMET using the platform and are ready 
to join the SIGMET Coordination Trial. 

 

6. Cambodia MWO will also participate as a user of the Asia Aviation Meteorological 
Centre (AAMC) jointly established by CAAC, China Meteorological Administration (CMA) and HKO, 
which offer nowcast NWP guidance and forecaster guidance to the participants. 
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Ad hoc WS SIGMET test for VDPP MWO 

Introduction:  

The Air Traffic Management Bureau of the Civil Aviation Administration of China (ATMB of CAAC), and 

the Kunming and Chengdu Meteorological Watch Office (MWO) have been assisting the issuance of 

SIGMET for the Phnom Penh FIR in the last 10 years. Bilateral agreements between ATMB of CAAC and 

the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation of Cambodia (SSCA) proposed that the SIGMET issuance for the 

Phnom Penh FIR would be handover from ATMB of CAAC back to SSCA on 15th October 2020. In view of 

that, an ad hoc WS SIGMET tests before the said date is proposed.  

Purpose of the SIGMET test:  

- To prepare for the handover of SIGMET issuance from ZUUU MWO to VDPP MWO  

- To test the compliance of VDPP MWO SIGMET preparation and dissemination of SIGMET 

messages with the relevant ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices and regional 

procedures 

Participating parties:  

- Meteorological Watch Office (MWO):  

Phnom Penh (ICAO location indicator: VDPP), Hong Kong (ICAO location indicator: VHHH), 

Chengdu (ICAO location indicator: ZUUU) 

- Regional OPMET data banks (RODB):  

Bangkok (ICAO location Indicator: VTBB) 

Details and procedures for the SIGMET test: 

1. SIGMET test date and time 

Date: 16 September (Weds) 

Time: 02-04UTC 

 

2. WS SIGMET test message (based on Sec7.5 of APAC regional SIGMET guide) 

 

WSA1A2ii CCCC YYGGgg 

CCCC SIGMET [n][n]n VALID YYGGgg/YYGGgg CCCC− 

CCCC <name> FIR TEST= 

 

Template for the SIGMET test:  

WSKP31 VDPP 160200 

VDPP SIGMET 1 VALID 160205/160215 VDPP- 
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