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SUMMARY 

This paper presents updates to the Regional OPMET Bulletin Exchange (ROBEX) 

Handbook and invites the meeting to review and endorse the updates. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Improved availability of operational meteorological information (or OPMET bulletins), 

provided by ICAO Member States for flight planning and in-flight re-planning, supports the safety and 

efficiency of international air navigation. The Regional OPMET Bulletin Exchange (ROBEX) 

Handbook provides guidance to States on the optimization of the ROBEX scheme; it defines the 

responsibilities and procedures for the ROBEX centres and the content and format of the ROBEX 

bulletins. 

 

1.2 The MET/IE WG keeps the ROBEX scheme under review and prepares proposals, as 

necessary, for updating and optimizing the ROBEX Handbook. ICAO publishes and keeps up-to-date 

the ROBEX Handbook on the ICAO APAC Office website at: www.icao.int/apac > APAC eDocuments 

> MET. 

 

1.3 ICAO published the latest version of the ROBEX Handbook, the Thirteenth Edition, dated 

March 2019, in November 2019, based on updates proposed by a special ad-hoc group of the MET/IE 

WG and endorsed by the Twenty-second Meeting of the Meteorology Sub-Group (MET SG/22) in June 

2018. 

 

http://www.icao.int/apac
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1.4 This paper presents proposed updates to the ROBEX Handbook and invites the meeting to 

review and endorse the updates for possible approval by MET SG/24 (tentative date, November 2020). 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

 Proposed updates to ROBEX Handbook, Appendix I 

 

2.1 In November 2019, ICAO disseminated by e-mail to States, a request to update the ROBEX 

Focal Point information in Appendix I to the ROBEX Handbook. In response, ICAO received updated 

ROBEX Focal Point information from eight (8) States/Administrative Regions. The proposed updates 

to the Appendix I to the ROBEX Handbook are provided at the Appendix A to this paper. 

 

 Proposed updates to ROBEX Handbook, Appendices A and B 

 

2.2 Effective from May 14, 2020, Thailand made the following changes to the ROBEX 

Bulletins compiled by Regional OPMET Centre Bangkok (VTBB): 

 

 Removed Songkhla Airport (VTSH) and Pattani (VTSK) from the Bulletins SATH32 and 

FTTH32; and 

 

 Removed Surin Airport (VTUJ) from the Bulletins SATH33 and FTTH33. 

 

2.3 The above changes by Thailand would necessitate consequential updates to the ROBEX 

Handbook Appendix A – Collection and Dissemination of METAR (SA) Bulletins and Appendix B – 

Collection and Dissemination of TAF (FT) Bulletins. 

 

2.4 The above requirement to update the ROBEX Handbook is discussed further in the separate 

paper presented by Thailand; WP/09 – Update to the ROBEX Handbook. 

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

 

3.1 This paper invites the meeting to review and endorse the proposed updates to the ROBEX 

Handbook as discussed above and presented at the Appendix A to this paper for possible approval by 

MET SG/24. 

 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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APPENDIX I - ROBEX FOCAL POINTS 
 

 

State/ 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

NAME/DESIGNATION AND ADDRESS Tel/Fax/e-mail 

 

 
AUSTRALIA Mr. Tim Hailes 

National Manager 

Regional Aviation Weather Services 

Weather Policy Branch 

Australian Bureau of Meteorology 

GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 

Tel: +61 (0) 3 9669 4273 

Fax: +61 (0) 4 2784 0175 

e-mail: t.hailes@bom.gov.au, 

sral@bom.gov.au 

 

Mr. Pierre Kemmers 

Network Operations Line Manager 

Airservices Australia 

GPO Box 367 

Canberra ACT 2601 

Tel: +61 2 6268 5662 

Fax: TBA e-mail: 

asa_ncc_supervisor@airservicesaustralia.c 

om 

 

CHINA Mr. Xu Jianliang 
Senior Engineer 

MET Division of ATMB 

Civil Aviation Authority of China 

Air Traffic Management Bureau 

12# East San-huan Road Middle 

Chaoyang District 

Beijing 100022 

Tel: +86 (10) 7786827 

Fax: +86 (10) 87786820 

e-mail:   xujl@atmb.net.cn 

 

HONG KONG CHINA Mr. Patrick Lam (18 Nov.19) 
Senior Aeronautical Communications 

Supervisor 

Telecommunications Unit of Air Traffic 

Management Division 

Room 315, 3/F, Office Building, 
Civil Aviation Department Headquarters 

1 Tung Fai Road, Hong Kong International 

Airport 

Lantau, Hong Kong, China 

Tel: +852 2910 6211 

Fax: +852 2910 1160 

e-mail: hhlam@cad.gov.hk  

 

Mr. B.L. Choy 
Hong Kong Observatory 

Tel : +852 2926 8350 
Fax : +852 2311 9448 

e-mail : blchoy@hko.gov.hk 

 
 

FIJI Mr. William L. REECE 
Aeronautical Technical Officer – ATM 

Airports Fiji Limited 

P.O. Box 9210 

Nadi Airport 

Tel: +679 (6) 731198 
Fax: +679 

e-mail:   williamr@afl.com.fj 

 

INDIA Shri Gajendra Kumar (27 Nov. 19) 

 Scientist-E  

 India Meteorological Dept. 

New Delhi 

Tel:  +91 (11) 2462 5547 

Fax: +91 (11) 24615371 

Mobile: +91 98 1844 9464 

e-mail: gkumarimd@gmail.com  

gajendra71.kumar@imd.gov.in 

mailto:t.hailes@bom.gov.au
mailto:t.hailes@bom.gov.au
mailto:sral@bom.gov.au
mailto:asa_ncc_supervisor@airservicesaustralia.com
mailto:asa_ncc_supervisor@airservicesaustralia.com
mailto:asa_ncc_supervisor@airservicesaustralia.com
mailto:xujl@atmb.net.cn
mailto:hhlam@cad.gov.hk
mailto:blchoy@hko.gov.hk
mailto:williamr@afl.com.fj
mailto:gkumarimd@gmail.com
mailto:gajendra71.kumar@imd.gov.in
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Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 

 
Director General of Meteorology 

India Meteorological Department 

Lodi Road, New Delhi – 110 003 

India 
 

INDONESIA Mrs. Herlina (25 Nov. 19) 
Head of Sub Division for Dissemination 
of Aeronautical Meteorological Information 
Indonesian Agency for Meteorology  
Climatology and Geophysics 

Jalan Angkasa I No.2 Kemayoran, Jakarta 

Indonesia  

 
Mrs. Ni Ketut Feny P (25 Nov. 19) 

Staff of Sub Division for Dissemination 

of Aeronautical Meteorological Information 

Indonesian Meteorological Climatological 

and Geophysical Agency 

Jalan Angkasa I No.2 Kemayoran, Jakarta 

Indonesia 

Tel : +62 (21) 4246321 

Fax : +62 (21) 6546315 

e-mail: herlina@bmkg.go.id 

herlina_270963@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Tel : +62 (21) 424 6321 

Fax : +62 (21) 6546315 

e-mail : fenypermatasari@bmkg.go.id 

fenypermatasari@gmail.com   

 

JAPAN Mr. Kentaro Tsuboi 
Scientific Officer 

Information and Communications 

Technology Division 

Forecast Department 

Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) 

1-3-4 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo 100-8122 

Tel:  +81 (3) 3212-8341 (ext, 3283) 

Fax: +81 (3) 3211 8404 

e-mail: k-tsuboi@met.kishou.go.jp 

 
MALAYISIA Dr. Mohd Hisham Bin Mohd Anip (29 Nov. 19) 

Senior Director 

Pejabat Meteorologi Penerbangan Nasional 

Tingkat 1, Bangunan Pusat Pentadbiran 

Kuala Lumpur International Airport  

64000 Sepang, Selangor Darul Ehsan 

Malaysia 

Tel: +60 (3) 8787 3360 

Fax: +60 (3) 87871019/1020 

e-mail: hisham@met.gov.my 

 tehvakumari@met.gov.my  

 

 

Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 
 

Mr. Lim Ze Hui 

Assistant Director 

Sabah, Tingkat 7, Wisma Dang Bandang 

8800 Kota Kinabalu Sabah 

Malaysia 

Tel: +60 (88) 256054 

Fax: +60 (88) 211019 

e-mail: zhlim@met.gov.my 

 

NEW ZEALAND Ms. Paula Acethorp (03 Dec. 19) 

Chief Meteorological Officer 

Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand 

PO Box 3555 

Wellington 6140 

NEW ZEALAND 

Tel: +64 4 830 2611 

Fax:  

e-mail: paula.acethorp@caa.govt.nz  

mailto:herlina@bmkg.go.id
mailto:herlina_270963@yahoo.com
mailto:fenypermatasari@bmkg.go.id
mailto:fenypermatasari@gmail.com
mailto:k-tsuboi@met.kishou.go.jp
mailto:hisham@met.gov.my
mailto:tehvakumari@met.gov.my
mailto:zhlim@met.gov.my
mailto:paula.acethorp@caa.govt.nz
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PAKISTAN Mr. Abdul Sattar Bhutto (27 Nov. 19) 

  Senior Joint Director Com-Ops. 

Communication Operations Branch 

Operations Directorate 

Terminal 1, HQ CAA 

JIAP Karchi 

Tel: +92 (21) 9907 2428 
Fax: +92 (21) 9924 2187 

e-mail: 

adld.comops@caapakistan.com.pk 

 

Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 
 

Senior Joint Director (27 Nov. 19) 

Communication Operations Branch 

Operations Directorate 

Terminal 1, HQ CAA 

JIAP Karchi 
 

 Mr. Akhlaq Ahmed (27 Nov. 19) 

Senior Meteorologist 

Meteorological Office Room No. 3106 

JTC, Jinnah International Airport 

Karachi 

Tel: +92 (21) 9907 1300 

+92 (21) 9907 1302 

Fax: +92 (21) 9924 8282 

e-mail: 

pmdmmokarachi@gmail.com  

 

Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 
 

Main Meteorological Office 

Jinnah International Airport 

Karachi 
 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA Mr. Tau Gabi 
National Weather Service 
Port Moresby 

PNG 

Tel: 

Fax: 

e-mail:   tgabi@png.met.gov.pg 

 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA Mr. Kim Yeong-hun (21 Nov.19) 

Assistant Director 

Aviation Meteorological Office of Korea 

Meteorological Administration 

(AMO/KMA) 

Planning and General Affairs Division 

444 Je2terminal-daero, Jung-gu 

Incheon, 22382  

Tel: +82 (32) 222 3030 

Fax: +82 (32) 740 2807 

e-mail: av_pod@korea.kr  

   kyh13@korea.kr  

 

 

Mr. Lee Dong-Won (21 Nov. 19) 

Assistant Director 

Aviation Meteorological Office of Korea 

Meteorological Administration 

(AMO/KMA) 
Information and Technology Division 

444 Je2terminal-daero, Jung-gu 

Incheon, 22832  

Tel: +82 (32) 222 3030  

Fax: +82 (32) 740 2807 

e-mail: dwlee5@korea.kr 

 

Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 
 

Aviation Meteorological Office of Korea 

Meteorological Administration 

(AMO/KMA) 

444 Je2terminal-daero, Jung-gu (21/11/19) 

 (Location Indicator : RKSIYPYX) 

mailto:pmdmmokarachi@gmail.com
mailto:tgabi@png.met.gov.pg
mailto:av_pod@korea.kr;
mailto:kyh13@korea.kr
mailto:dwlee5@korea.kr
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SINGAPORE Mr Chow Kwok Wah 

Principal   Meteorologist,   Central   Forecast 
Office 

P.O. Box 8 

Singapore Changi Airport 

Singapore 918141 

Tel: +65 6542 4715 

Fax: +65 6542 7192 e-mail: 

chow_kwok_wah@nea.gov.sg 

 

Administration units OPMET/ROBEX 
 

Central   Forecast   Office/Weather   Services 

Department 

P.O. Box 8 

Singapore Changi Airport 

Singapore 918141 
 

SRI LANKA Mr. E. S. Silva Meteorologist in 

charge Katunayake International 

Airport Colombo 

Sri Lanka 

Tel: +94 11 2252721 

Fax: +94 11 2252319 

e-mail:   meteo3@sltnet.lk 

 

THAILAND Ms. Sujin Promduang 
Director, Aeronautical Information and 

Flight Data Management Centre 

Aeronautical Radio of Thailand Ltd., 

102 Soi Ngamduplee, Tunkmahamek 

Sathorn, Bangkok 10120 

Tel: +66 (2) 2859083 

Fax: +66 (2) 2878645 

e-mail: sujin@aerothai.co.th 

 

Mr. Somchai Yimsricharoenkit Head 

of Aeronautical Meteorology Civil 

Aviation Authority of Thailand 

333/105 Lak Si Plaza 

Khamphaeng Phet 6 Road 

Talat Bang Khen, Lak Si 

Bangkok 10210 

Tel: +66 (2) 568 8825 

Fax: +66 (2) 568 8847 

e-mail: somchai.y@caat.or.th 

 
USA Mr. Walter Smith 

National Weather Service 

 

 
 

Mr. Michael (Pat) Murphy (06 Dec. 19) 

Federal Aviation Administration 

 

 

Karen Shelton-Mur (06 Dec. 19)  

Federal Aviation Administration 

 

Tel:  +1 (301) 427 9618 Ext. 139 

Fax: +1 (301) 713 1409 

e-mail: Walter.Smith@noaa.gov 
 

 
 

Tel:  +1 (202) 267 2788 

Fax: 

e-mail: michael.murphy@faa.gov  

 

Tel: +1 (202) 267 7985 

Fax: 

E-mail: Karen.shelton-mur@faa.gov  

mailto:chow_kwok_wah@nea.gov.sg
mailto:meteo3@sltnet.lk
mailto:sujin@aerothai.co.th
mailto:somchai.y@caat.or.th
mailto:Walter.Smith@noaa.gov
mailto:michael.murphy@faa.gov
mailto:Karen.shelton-mur@faa.gov
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