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About PNG Accident Investigation 
Commission 



About the PNG AIC 

 Established in 2010 as an independent 
Statutory Body. 

 Principal purpose: 
 Determine the circumstances and causes 

of accidents and incidents with a view of 
avoiding similar occurrences in the 
future, rather than to ascribe blame to 
any person. 

- Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended) 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Papua New Guinea Accident Investigation Commission (PNG AIC) was established in 2010 as an independent agency of the Government of PNG under Sections 218 to 256 of the Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended) and is accountable to Parliament through the Minister for Civil Aviation.

PNG Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended) is available at: https://casapng.gov.pg/civil-aviation-act/



Our core values 

PNG 
AIC 

Accounta-
bility 

Respect 

Integrity 

Compe-
tence 

Fairness 

Safety 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PNG AIC’s core values are
Accountability: Accountable for the way it conducts its investigations and for its findings and
recommendations
Respect: We are committed to treating all with whom it interacts with courtesy and consideration.
Integrity: Guided by honesty and accountability for its actions and decisions.
Competence: Adopt a learning culture and maintain a highly skilled and knowledgeable team of
professionals through leadership and continuous improvement.
Fairness: Treat all individuals and organisations equitably.
Safety: Promote a culture of aviation safety in all that it does




Code of ethics and conduct 

 Every investigator should ensure: 
 Integrity 

 Principles 

 Objectivity 

 Logic 

 Accident Prevention 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Integrity: AIC investigators should at all times conduct their activities in accordance with the high
standards of integrity required of their profession.
Principles: AIC investigators should at all times conduct their activities with openness, fairness and
trust, and the maintenance of teamwork to ensure that the fundamental tenant of prevention of
accidents is paramount.
Objectivity: AIC investigators should ensure that they act at all times towards objective determination
of facts, free from conflict of interest during investigations.
Logic: AIC investigators should develop all accident cause and effect relationships meaningful to
aviation safety, based upon the application of facts and logical analysis.
Accident prevention: AIC investigators should apply facts and analyses to develop findings, encourage
safety action by the industry, and promulgation of recommendations that will improve aviation safety.



PNG AIC key principles for 
investigation 



PNG AIC key principles for investigation 

 Independence of the PNG AIC is a Matter 
of National Importance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to what is stated in Section 6, Section 248 of the Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended) further supports AIC’s independence of investigation. 




PNG AIC key principles for investigation 

 Transparent and clearly established 
policies, processes and procedures 



PNG AIC key principles for investigation 

 No-blame is 
apportioned in PNG 
AIC’s investigations 



Ensure compliance with ICAO SARPs 

 Minister for Civil Aviation Directive (28th 
June 2019 
 Full compliance with Annex 13 

 Compliance with applicable Annex 13 SARPs 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Minister’s Directive No. MD 2019/01:

Pursuant to Section 8(1)(b) of the Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended), I hereby issue the following Minister’s Directive that:
Papua New Guinea Accident Investigation Commission (PNGAIC) exercise Minister’s obligations under Section 8(1)(b) to ensure that Papua New Guinea’s obligations under international civil aviation agreements are implemented. Specifically, to comply fully with the Standards and Recommended Practices of Annex 13 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation, and as relevant to the role and functions of the AIC Annex 19 to the Convention.
Papua New Guinea Accident Investigation Commission (PNG AIC) exercise Minister’s obligations under Section 8(1)(b) of the Act as duly authorized by instrument of delegation.

Section 8 states that the principal functions of the Minister under the Civil Aviation Act 2000 (as amended)) includes that he will ensure that Papua New Guinea’s obligations under international civil aviation agreements are implemented. Therefore, the AIC must comply with the Standards of ICAO Annex 13, specifically:
Paragraph 3.1: A State shall establish an accident investigation authority that is independent from State aviation authorities and other entities that could interfere with the conduct or objectivity of an investigation.
Paragraph 5.4: The accident investigation authority shall have independence in the conduct of the investigation and have unrestricted authority over its conduct, consistent with the provisions of this Annex.
Paragraph 5.4.1: Any investigation conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Annex shall be separate from any judicial or administrative proceedings to apportion blame or liability.





Progressive achievements 



Progressive achievements 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018  

2019  

2020… 

• Annex 13 fully 
compliant 
reporting. 

• Initial FDR Recovery 
capabilities 

• State of the art FDR Lab 
• PSIDS Study 
• ITSA Membership 
• IBRACE involvement 
• Strengthening Safety 

Recommendations  

Basic investigation: 
• Flight Ops 
• Engineering 
• ATM 

• Investigation overseas under 
full delegation (FSM, 
Vanuatu). 

• First MoUs with other States. 
• New specialties (cabin safety, 

SMS) 
• Minister for Civil Aviation 

Directive for ensure full 
compliance with Annex 13 

• ICAO on-site ICVM 
• International presence 
• Safety studies 
• Pacific Region support 
• Multimodal investigation 

(air and maritime 
transport) 

• ECCAIRS 
implementation 

• Drone 
technology 

• First edition of 
PNG AIC Policies 
and Procedures 
Manual 



Challenges for the PNG AIC 



Challenges 

 Build and maintain capacity 

 Assistance to Pacific States 

 Ensure funding 

 Cooperation with the media 

 Family assistance 

 Safety promotion and education 

 Continuously improve our 
processes 
 

 



SARPs Compliance 

Legislative 
framework 

Responsibility 
with international 

organizations 

Effective Safety 
Recommendations 

Participation and 
collaboration 

Transparent 
processes Safety awareness 

for general public 



 The accident investigation authority 
must be strictly objective and totally 
impartial and must also be perceived to 
be so. 

 
- ICAO Doc. 9756 Part I para 2.1.7 
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