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Overview of Presentation

1. Article 83 bis agreements

2. Registration functions 

3. WAGMAR 
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• Protocol on Article 83 bis approved by the Assembly in 
1980 at A23, entered into force on 20 June 1997.

Protocol 

•  Currently 182 Parties (50 African States) to the 
Protocol.

Wide Participation

• Lease, charter or interchange of an aircraft can lead to 
the State of Registry being different from State of the 
Operator; safety benefits to split certain oversight 
responsibilities.

Rationale 

•  Preparation of the Manual on Article 83 bis.

• 5 recommendations.  

Article 83 bis Task Force 

Background 

1. Article 83 bis Agreements
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Article 83 bis
Transfer of certain functions and duties

a)   Notwithstanding the provisions of Articles 12, 30, 31 and 32 a), when an aircraft registered in a contracting State is operated pursuant 
to an agreement for the lease, charter or interchange of the aircraft or any similar arrangement by an operator who has his principal place 
of business or, if he has no such place of business, his permanent residence in another contracting State, the State of registry may, by 
agreement with such other State, transfer to it all or part of its functions and duties as State of registry in respect of that aircraft under 
Articles 12, 30, 31 and 32 a). The State of registry shall be relieved of responsibility in respect of the functions and duties transferred.

b)   The transfer shall not have effect in respect of other contracting States before either the agreement between States in which it is 
embodied has been registered with the Council and made public pursuant to Article 83 or the existence and scope of the agreement have 
been directly communicated to the authorities of the other contracting State or States concerned by a State party to the agreement.

International 
lease, charter 
or 
interchange 
of aircraft.

When 
State of 
Registry / 
State of 
the 
Operator.

Who 

Transfer of 
certain State 
of Registry 
functions and 
duties.

What 

Agreement, 
registration 
and made 
public.

How 
State of 
Registry 
relieved of 
responsibility. 
Multilateral 
recognition of 
transfer. 

Effect 

1. Article 83 bis Agreements
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Article 12

Rules of the Air

Annex 21 All Chapters General Rules

Visual flight rules

Instrument flight rules

Article 30a

 Aircraft Radio Equipment
No relevant Annex Radio Station Licence2

Articles 30b and 32a

Licenses of personnel

Annex 1
Chapters 

1, 2, 3 and 6

Definitions and General Rules 
Concerning Licenses

Licences and Ratings for Pilots 
and Remote Pilots 

Licenses for Flight Crew 
Members other than Licenses 

for Pilots

Medical Provisions for Licensing

Annex 6

Part I, Para. 9.1.2

Part III, Section II, Para. 7.1.2
Radio Operator

Part II, Section II, Para. 2.7.2 and 
Section III, Para. 3.9.4

Aeroplane flight crew - 
Qualifications

Part III, Section III, Para. 7.1
Helicopter Flight Crew - 

Qualifications

Article 31

Certificates of Airworthiness

Annex 6

Part I

Chapters 5 to 8 and 11 

or

 Part III, Section II

 Chapters 3, 4, 6 and 9

Performance operating 
limitations

Instruments, equipment and 
flight documents

Communication, navigation and 
surveillance equipment

Maintenance

Manuals, logs and records

Part II 

Chapters 2.3 to 2.6, 2.8, 3.5 to 
3.8 and 3.11  

or 

Part III,  Section III

Chapters 3 to 6

Performance operating 
limitations

Instruments, equipment and 
flight documents

Communication, navigation and 
surveillance equipment

Maintenance

Manuals, logs and records

Annex 8
Part II

Chapters 3 and 4

Certificate of Airworthiness

Continuing Airworthiness

Articles and Annexes 
of the Chicago 

Convention under 
which responsibilities 

may be transferred
in whole or in part 
from the State of 

Registry to the State 
of the Operator

1. Article 83 bis 

Agreements
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Benefits

Facilitates
proper supervision even 

when the aircraft is 
based at a distance from 

the State of Registry

Efficiency
reduced costs for both 
the operator and the 

State of Registry

Responsibility
responsible way to 

maintain standards of 
supervision whilst 

enabling the operator to 
have flexibility

1. Article 83 bis Agreements
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• National legislation 

• Assessment of the State of the Operator

• Transfer not delegation

Preparation for negotiations

• State of Registry

• State of Operator

• Description of the functions and duties transferred under Article 83 bis

• Operator

• Aircraft affected by the agreement

• Duration of the agreement

• Termination provisions

Main elements of an agreement 

Negotiation and Content of Article 83 bis Agreements

1. Article 83 bis Agreements
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Responsibilities of the State 
of the Operator

• Training of Inspectors

• Inspection Guides

• Continuing Airworthiness 
Responsibilities

• Assistance to the Operator

• Reporting to the Sate of 
Registry

• No delegation of functions 
without agreement of 
State of Registry

Responsibilities of the State 
of Registry

• Monitoring safety 
oversight of the Sate of 
the Operator

• Airworthiness
Responsibilities

• Training of Inspectors 

• Assistance to owner/lessor

• Responsibilities on 
termination of the 
agreement

Responsibilities of Third 
States

• Legislation to account for 
transfer of functions and 
duties

• Training of inspectors 

Safety Oversight Responsibilities 
Coordination between the State of the Operator and the State of Registry 

1. Article 83 bis Agreements



10Annex 6: Article 83 bis Agreement Summary Requirements 
ICAO confirms that the content of this Agreement Summary stems from the registered 

agreement as certified by the States Parties.

Annex 6 

Requirements 

An aeroplane subject to 
an Art. 83 bis agreement 

shall carry a certified 
true copy of the 

Agreement Summary

The Agreement 
Summary shall be 

transmitted to ICAO for 
registration 

Recommended template 
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Guidance Material

ICAO Circular 295 Manual on the  
Implementation of Article 83 
bis of the Chicago Convention 

1. Article 83 bis Agreements
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Registration of Treaties in 
International Law
• Background 

• Following WWI: 14 Points presented by US 
President Woodrow Wilson – Open diplomacy 
without secret treaties 

• Registration of Treaties 
• Article 18, Covenant of the League of 1919

• Articles 81 and 83, Chicago Convention 1944

• Article 102, Charter of the United Nations 1945

2. Registration Functions
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Article 83 of the Chicago Convention

• “any contracting State may make 
arrangements not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Convention. 
Any such arrangement shall be 
forthwith registered with the 
Council, which shall make it public 
as soon as possible”

2. Registration Functions
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• Rules for Registration with ICAO of Aeronautical 
Agreements and Arrangements (Doc 6685)

• Aeronautical agreement or arrangement: 
• any agreement or arrangement, whatever its form 

and descriptive name, relating to international civil 
aviation

• Registration of agreements between: 
• a Contracting State and any other State; 
• a Contracting State and an airline of any other State; 
• a Contracting State and a national (physical person or 

corporation) of any other State if it relates to the 
ownership or operation of any international air 
service, aerodrome or air navigation service.

2. Registration Functions
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• Key registration requirements:
• Agreements to be registered as soon as possible
• Agreement may be registered by either party
• Submission to include:

• Certified true copy of the agreement 
• The Agreement Summary (83 bis Agreements 

only) 
• Translation, if original agreement (or 

Agreement Summary) is not in an ICAO working 
language

• Each agreement registered can be identified 
with a unique ICAO Registration Number

2. Registration Functions



163. WAGMAR

Main features and benefits: 

• Self-registration of agreements
by State Focal Points; 

• Intuitive process; 

• No need to mail certified true
paper copies to ICAO;

• Automated notifications to the 
other State party;

• Increased certainty
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Registration Process

Input agreement 
information

Agreement Summary: 

• Use system to 
generate

• Upload  own 
Agreement 
Summary

Upload agreement 
and certify as true 

copy

Select 
functions/duties 
transferred; and 

Add aircraft details

Submit for  review 
and approval by 
other State party

Once approved 
receive registration 

number

3. WAGMAR
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Agreement and 
Aircraft Search

Search Agreement page

Search Aircraft page

3. WAGMAR
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• 111 States with nominated Focal Points.

• More than 5500 registrations publicly available on 
WAGMAR

• Registration information publicly available.  

• WAGMAR User Guide: https://dna.icao.int/WAGMAR. 

• Assembly Resolution A42-5, Appendix H: 

• calls upon Contracting States to submit for 
registration their aeronautical agreements and 
arrangements;

• invites Contracting States to make use of the 
WAGMAR platform for the registration of their 
aeronautical agreements and arrangements.

Current Use

3. WAGMAR
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For any questions with 

respect on registration 

functions please do not 

hesitate to contact LEB

Emails: 

  - wagmar@icao.int

  - officeleb@icao.int 
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Thank You
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