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Warsaw System - Modernization

Warsaw Convention 
system on air carrier 
liability (1929) became 
outdated by the 1970s

Liability limit eroded by 
inflation

Two attempts to update 
(1971 and 1975) by 
amending protocols 
unsuccessful

In 1999, Montreal 
Convention was adopted to 
modernize the Warsaw 
system
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The Patchwork 
of regimes
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MC99 is modern and fair
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Warsaw 

Convention

(1929)

Hague 

Protocol (1955)

Additional 

Protocol 2 + 

Montreal 

Protocol 4

Montreal 

Convention 

1999*

Death or injury USD 12,000 USD 24,000 USD 25,000 USD 160,000
(first threshold, higher sums 

recoverable)

Baggage USD 20 per kg USD 20 per kg USD 25 per kg USD 1,600
(new global limit, approx. USD 

70 per kg on 23kg bag)

Cargo USD 20 per kg USD 20 per kg USD 25 per kg USD 27 per kg

Provisions for 
electronic air 
waybills?

No No Yes 
(with other MP4 Parties only)

Yes

NB. *Treaties don’t express limits in USD but in IMF Special Drawing Rights (SDR). These have been calculated using xe.com 

for comparison purposes.
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7Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules for International 
Carriage by Air, done at Montreal on 28 May 1999

A39-9: Promotion of the Montréal Convention of 1999 urging all States to 
ratify this Convention. 

143 
Parties
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Patchwork of 

regimes still 

exists…

Warsaw System - Modernization

Source: 
IATA
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Issues other than accidents

Denied boarding / overbooking

Flight delays, including long on-board tarmac delays

Flight cancellations

Unclear pricing / price advertisement

Lack of information about flight details:  Identity of operator, gate information, rights of passenger, etc.

Disabled passengers
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THE CALL TO ACTION

Ratification is the First 
Step... But Only the 

Beginning of the Story.

The Montreal Convention 
1999 (MC99) provides a 
necessary framework for 

uniformity.

However, its success hinges 
on its uniform 

interpretation and 
application across 

jurisdictions.

This requires proactive and 
sustained education for key 

stakeholders.

Educating courts and 
regulators is essential to 

ensure that the letter and 
the spirit of the Convention 

are respected in every 
national setting.

Uniformity prevents forum 
shopping and ensures fair 
and predictable outcomes 

for both passengers and 
carriers.
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Learning 
Resources 
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Thank You
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