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MEMORANDUM
ADVANCE \d14Ref.: AN 10/18.2
	To:
	Members, International Airways Volcano Watch Operations Group (IAVWOPSG)

	From:
	IAVWOPSG Secretary 

	Subject:
	a) introduction of new member of the group;
b) update of Doc 9766, Handbook on the International Airways Volcano Watch (IAVW) — Operational Procedures and Contact List; and
c) draft amendment to Doc PANS-ATM (Doc 4444), Procedures for Air Navigation Services — Air Traffic Management

	Action:
	To note the information


I have the pleasure of introducing a new member nominated by Japan, Mr. NaoyukiYamada, a senior scientific officer from the Japanese Meteorological Agency who is replacing Mr. Takeshi. Koizumi . The contact points of Mr. Kamada have been included on the IAVWOPSG member list and posted on the IAVWOPSG website.

As you are aware, one of the tasks of the Secretariat is to continuously update the Handbook on the International Airways Volcano Watch (IAVW) — Operational Procedures and Contact List (Doc 9766) on the IAVWOPSG website. In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that the Secretariat, with the assistance of the Regional Offices has completed the new format of Part 2, Volcanic Ash Advisory Centres (VAAC) designated by ICAO and their responsibilities.

I would also like to thank all the volcanic ash advisory centres (VAAC) for their contribution to the updating of Table 4-2, VAAC Contact Numbers. The update also included, inter alia, the elimination of the requirement for the inclusion of the WMO abbreviated header in ASHTAM/NOTAM for the volcanic ash, and some editorial improvements. 

Finally, I am pleased to inform you that, on 13 June 2006, the Air Navigation Commission made the preliminary review of a proposed amendment to the Procedures for Air Navigation Services — Air Traffic Management (PANS-ATM, Doc 4444). In this regard, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that some safety related procedural material contained in the Manual on Volcanic Ash, Radioactive Material and Toxic Chemical Clouds (Doc 9691) has now been proposed for inclusion in Chapter 15, Procedures Related to Emergency Communication Failure and Contingencies. Furthermore, procedures for an ATC unit when a volcanic ash cloud is reported or forecast, have also been included therein since it was considered that this material would better serve international civil aviation placed in the PANS-ATM (Doc 4444) (paragraphs 15.8.1 to 15.8.5 refers) and afford greater status. The proposal will be circulated to States for comment and is expected to become applicable in November 2007.
	
	R. Romero
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