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 Note 3.— Pilots are not required to inform ATC that a strategic lateral offset is being applied. 
 
 
 

16.6    NOTIFICATION OF SUSPECTED COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, 
OR OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH RISK, ON BOARD AN AIRCRAFT  

 
 16.6.1    The flight crew of an en-route aircraft shall, upon identifying a suspected case(s) of communicable disease, 
or other public health risk, on board the aircraft, promptly notify the ATS unit with which the pilot is communicating, the 
information listed below: 
 
 a) aircraft identification; 
 
 b) departure aerodrome; 
 
 c) destination aerodrome; 
 
 d) estimated time of arrival; 
 
 e) number of persons on board; 
 
 f) number of suspected case(s) on board; and 
 
 g) nature of the public health risk, if known. 
 
 16.6.2    The ATS unit, upon receipt of information from a pilot regarding suspected case(s) of communicable 
disease, or other public health risk, on board the aircraft, shall forward a message as soon as possible to the ATS unit 
serving the destination/departure, unless procedures exist to notify the appropriate authority designated by the State and 
the aircraft operator or its designated representative. 
 
 16.6.3    When a report of a suspected case(s) of communicable disease, or other public health risk, on board an 
aircraft is received by an ATS unit serving the destination/departure, from another ATS unit or from an aircraft or an 
aircraft operator, the unit concerned shall forward a message as soon as possible to the public health authority (PHA) or 
the appropriate authority designated by the State as well as the aircraft operator or its designated representative, and the 
aerodrome authority. 
 
 Note 1.— See Annex 9 — Facilitation, Chapter 1 (Definitions), Chapter 8, 8.12 and 8.15, and Appendix 1, for 
relevant additional information related to the subject of communicable disease and public health risk on board an 
aircraft. 
 
 Note 2.— The PHA is expected to contact the airline representative or operating agency and aerodrome authority, if 
applicable, for subsequent coordination with the aircraft concerning clinical details and aerodrome preparation. 
Depending on the communications facilities available to the airline representative or operating agency, it may not be 
possible to communicate with the aircraft until it is closer to its destination. Apart from the initial notification to the ATS 
unit whilst en-route, ATC communications channels are to be avoided. 
 
 Note 3.— The information to be provided to the departure aerodrome will prevent the potential spread of 
communicable disease, or other public health risk, through other aircraft departing from the same aerodrome. 
 
 Note 4.— AFTN (urgency message), telephone, facsimile or other means of transmission may be used. 
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