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Agenda Item 8:	Interference from Non-Aeronautical Sources
a) Programme making and special events



Status update of CEPT studies  on sharing the 960 – 1164 MHz frequency band
with audio Programme-Making and Special Events (PMSE) 
and
CEPT Public Consultation on ECC Report 306 
“CEPT investigations on possible usage of low power audio PMSE in the band 960-1164 MHz”
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	SUMMARY

	This WP attaches the results of the CEPT studies on sharing the 960-1164 MHz band for PMSE, as contained in Draft ECC Report 306 (see also attachment).  

The attached Draft ECC Report 306 is now out for Public Consultation, with an end date of 13 September 2019.  See also webpage:
https://www.cept.org/ecc/tools-and-services/ecc-public-consultation

Action:  FSMP WG/9 is invited to review the below and attached and take action as appropriate, in particular:

a) coordinate with you national delegation to share the concerns from aviation community; and
b) actively engage the Public Consultation.
 


1. Background
1.1 PMSE has traditionally operated in the “empty spaces” between television channels in the UHF television broadcast band. However with the move to digital television broadcast, those “empty spaces” are not required anymore; hence PMSE is losing their previous natural home. Within the	European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT)  (48 member States), new spectrum for audio PMSE has already been identified and recommended.  This spectrum does not include the DME band. 
1.2 In the UK, a decision was made to clear portions of the UHF television band by 2020. However, instead of selecting the frequency bands already identified by CEPT, UK Ofcom (Frequency Spectrum Regulatory Authority in the UK), based on their own assessment, with some validation of technical parameters by UK CAA, has given access to PMSE in the DME band (960-1164 MHz).  
1.3 Since the UK made their decision, a number of States requested the CEPT to study PMSE sharing in the DME band, hence CEPT initiated investigations on possible usage of low power audio PMSE in this band.
1.4 CEPT WGSE (Technical Sharing and Compatibility Studies) approved the Technical Report from WGSE PT7 (20-22 May) and passed it onwards to CEPT WGFM (Legal and Regulatory Studies).  WGFM (3-7 June) assembled the Legal/Regulatory Report and the Technical Report, adding an executive summary.  The assembled report was approved for a Public Consultation by CEPT Electronics Communications Committee (ECC) (2-5 July).  End date for the Public Consultation is 13 September 2019.
1.5 Overall the Report is not very favourable to PMSE use in the DME band; however it is essential for aviation community to conduct careful review on the Report. Furthermore active participation by the aviation community in the public consultation may be required to ensure that aeronautical concerns are duly reflected. A couple of examples to note:
Some of the technical analyses included in the report clearly lack understanding of the stringent requirements of the safety of life critical systems operating within the band.
The Report focusses on so-called “Professional PMSE users” without providing any definition of those. 
Approval of the Safety Assurance Case produced within the UK (see FSMP-WG08-WP09) was based on the assumption that operation of PMSE within the band will be performed by  Professional PMSE Users only, and only within the UK. This is not reflected in the Report.
1.6 If the outcome of the Public Consultation results in sharing of the band for this purpose on an Europe wide basis, then this may result in a significant economic impact on civil aviation, as well as on the safety and efficiency of aircraft operations in the Region.  Hence it is of utmost importance that  the Public Consultation duly reflect all concerns, in a balanced manner. 
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