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	At the World Radio Conference 2023, a new allocation to the aeronautical mobile-satellite (R) service, AMS(R)S, in the frequency band 117.975 - 137 MHz was approved. The new allocation is required to be operated in accordance with international aeronautical standards. The RESOLUTION COM4/2 (WRC-23) was also approved inviting the International Civil Aviation Organization to take into account this Resolution in the course of developing SARPs for the AMS(R)S and planning the AM(R)S and AMS(R)S in the frequency band 117.975-137 MHz.

In this way, it is necessary to develop scenarios for implementation of Space-Based VHF. In addition to this, development of the planning criteria for satellite VHF should also be conducted by the FSMP.

To facilitate these efforts, FSMP/WG17 meeting agreed with the establishment of the Correspondence Group (CG) initially called the Space-Based VHF CG, aiming at first defining its terms of reference for such work, the expected timeframe of the project and potential deliverables.

So, this paper contains a proposed Terms of Reference of the Space-Based VHF Correspondence Group.




1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Several ICAO groups are involved in the development of SB-VHF technical and operational studies:
1.2 FSMP (Frequency Spectrum Management Panel):
· The Frequency Spectrum Management Panel (FSMP) is established to manage aeronautical frequency spectrum in order to ensure sufficient access to the resource for the provision of aeronautical communication, navigation and surveillance services (CNS) in an efficient and safe manner.
· FSMP is also the ICAO liaison with ITU regarding regulatory activities performed in relation to ITU WRC activities.
1.3 FVSG (Future VHF Sub Group):
· Under CP-DCIWG, PT-T aims to develop ICAO provisions which are necessary to support global/regional adoptions of future aeronautical communication technologies operating in VHF frequency band. The FVSG will review and, as necessary, develop Proposals for Amendment (PfA) and Change Proposals (CPs) to ICAO provisions, such as Annex 10, as related to future aeronautical communication technologies to be operated in the VHF frequency band.
· The FVSG will be responsible in providing required SARPs validation reports and in developing any necessary ICAO guidance materials.  Additionally, the FVSG will also provide necessary technical inputs and materials supporting the works of ICAO DCIWG and ICAO FSMP.
· The FVSG is also expected to assist future ICAO activities in support of the implementation of the new aeronautical VHF communication technologies.
· A Jobcard compiling the necessary activities was developed to address this topic.
2. DISCUSSION
2.1 At the World Radio Conference 2023, a new allocation to the aeronautical mobile-satellite (R) service, AMS(R)S, in the frequency band 117.975 - 137 MHz was approved. The new allocation is required to be operated in accordance with international aeronautical standards. The RESOLUTION COM4/2 (WRC-23) was also approved inviting the International Civil Aviation Organization to take into account this Resolution in the course of developing SARPs for the AMS(R)S and planning the AM(R)S and AMS(R)S in the frequency band 117.975-137 MHz.
2.2 The RESOLUTION COM4/2 (WRC-23) establishes in its resolves 4, the following: “that, in accordance with ICAO frequency assignment planning procedures the identification or selection of channels for use by AMS(R)S shall:
· take into account the operational deployment of stations operating in the AM(R)S and, when available, the aeronautical mobile (OR) service (AM(OR)S); 
· not adversely affect the potential future modifications of AM(R)S channel planning when required;”

2.3 During the previous FSMP meetings, some working papers have been presented by participants providing ideas and questions about how to manage VHF SATCOM assignments alongside the existing terrestrial spectrum management framework.
2.4 It was agreed that it is necessary to develop scenarios for implementation of Space-Based VHF. It was also clarified that development of the planning criteria for satellite VHF should be conducted by the FSMP under the element number 629 and 1474 of Jobcard FSMP 005.03
2.5 To facilitate these efforts, FSMP/WG17 meeting agreed with the establishment of the Correspondence Group (CG) initially called the Space-Based VHF CG, aiming at first defining its terms of reference for such work, the expected timeframe of the project and potential deliverables. 
2.6 FSMP/WG17 meeting stated that the Space-Based VHF CG would initiate the work using web capability, then the outcome from this work will be brought back to FSMP WG/18 for review and approval by the meeting. Mr. Garcia was nominated as rapporteur of this Space-Based VHF CG.
2.7 FSMP/WG17 meeting also agreed that the representation from different ICAO regions would be helpful. In this way, some requests have been received to participate in this Space-Based VHF CG and a distribution list have been created for this purpose.
2.8 Since this work is closely related to SARPs development which has been carried out by the Communication Panel DCIWG, once the Space-Based VHF CG has developed terms of reference, the Secretary will coordinate with CP-DCIWG Secretary to avoid any duplication of the work between CP-DCIWG and FSMP.
2.9 During WRC-23, interested people on this topic met in Dubai developing the proposed Term of Reference contained in the Attachment of this document.
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING
3.1 The meeting is invited to:
a) endorse the Terms of Reference of the Space-Based VHF Correspondence Group contained in the Attachment of this document.
— END —

ATTACHMENT


Space-Based VHF Correspondence Group
Terms of Reference


Background:
At the World Radio Conference 2023, a new allocation to the aeronautical mobile-satellite (R) service, AMS(R)S, in the frequency band 117.975 - 137 MHz was approved. The RESOLUTION COM4/2 (WRC-23) was also approved inviting the International Civil Aviation Organization to take into account this Resolution in the course of developing SARPs for the AMS(R)S and planning the AM(R)S and AMS(R)S in the frequency band 117.975-137 MHz.
The new allocation is required to be operated in accordance with international aeronautical standards, and the Space-Based VHF Correspondence Group (CG) has been established in response to this. 
Objective and Scope:
The CG is established to review current frequency planning criteria and procedures, the associated frequency management tools and potential compatibility constraints with both existing in-band and adjacent band aeronautical services.
The group will develop Proposals for Amendment (PfA) accordingly relating to the ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices (SARP’s) Annex 10 Volume 5 and planning criteria to be included in Doc 9718 (Handbook on Radio Frequency Spectrum Requirements for Civil Aviation) relating to the implementation of Space-based VHF.
Composition:
The CG will be composed of representatives from States, Air Navigation Services Providers, airlines, aircraft, spacecraft and avionics manufacturers with expertise in the areas of: 
· Aeronautical frequency and/or spectrum management, including the national and international (ITU) process related to frequency spectrum resource; and
· Aeronautical VHF communications; and
· Satellite communications technologies.
Working Arrangement:
The Space-Based VHF CG will report its progress and present its outputs to the Working Group of the ICAO Frequency Spectrum Management Panel (FSMP-WG) and the Navigation Systems Panel (NSP). The Space-Based VHF CG will operate via correspondence and where appropriate convene virtual/physical meetings. 
The Space-Based VHF CG will liaise with the Future VHF Sub-Group (FVSG), ensuring there is no duplication of effort and that both groups are aware of the work of the other.
The Space-Based VHF CG will operate until the objectives are met. The final draft of the output documents should be delivered to the FSMP no later than June 2025.


Works Plan:
· Annex 10 Volume 5 SARPS:
· AOC vs ATC
· Datalink vs Voice
· Planning Criteria – Doc 9718.

The following artifacts are the responsibility of the Future VHF Sub-Group, and will not be considered by the Space-Based VHF CG:
· Annex 10 Volume 3 SARPS.
· ASBU / GANP Updates.
· Doc 9925 (Manual on the Aeronautical Mobile Satellite (Route) Service).
· Doc 9776 (Manual on VHF Digital Link (VDL) Mode 2).
· ETSI Standard ETSI EN 300 676.
· RTCA / Eurocae Standards.
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