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	SUMMARY

	This paper presents a proposal for amendment to ICAO Annex 10, Volume V aiming at extending the possibility of use of 8.33 kHz channel spacing beyond 136.475 MHz in the assignment of frequencies.

Action by the FSMP meeting is provided in section 4.




1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 The 8.33 kHz channel spacing in the frequency band 117.975 – 137.000 MHz is implemented in parts of the ICAO EUR region..
1.2 [bookmark: _Hlk155087605]ICAO Annex 10, Vol. V, paragraph 4.1.6.1 specifies that the frequencies 136.500 – 136.975 MHz inclusive are not available for assignment to channels of less than 25 kHz width, which limits the use of 8.33 kHz channel spacing up to 136.475 MHz.
1.3 At the last ICAO EUR Frequency Management Group (FMG) meeting in October 2023, there was a discussion on this limitation but it was not possible to find out the rationale behind it.

2. DISCUSSION  ON THE POSSIBILITY OF USE OF 8.33 kHz CHANNEL SPACING ABOVE 136.475 MHz
2.1 Discussions held at FMG have not indicated any limitation of the tuning capability of radios to channels of 8.33 kHz channel-spacing (c-s) above 136.475 MHz.

2.2 According to Allotment Table 4-1 of ICAO Annex 10, Vol. V, voice communications services, being aeronautical mobile services, are universally alloted the frequency range 118.00-136.875 MHz, while the sub-band 136.900-136.975 MHz is reserved for data link services.

2.3 Provided that there is no valid technical or operational justification that would prevent it, the use of the 8.33 kHz channel spacing up to 136.875 MHz could be allowed.

2.4 Allowing the use of 8.33 kHz channel spacing beyond 136.475 MHz will not only remove an unjustified constraint in frequency planning, but - more importantly - will open the possibility of a more efficient and more flexible utilisation of the aeronautical voice communications spectrum.

2.5 No costs would be associated with the  availability of more 8.33 kHz c-s assignable channels in frequency planning.

2.6 If this extension of the possibility of use of 8.33 kHz c-s channels is universally adopted, each ICAO Region will have the opportunity to make its own plans for the extent of the use of the 8.33 kHz channel spacing in the frequency range 136.500-136.875 MHz (just as in the range 118.000-136.475 MHz).

2.7 By no means would an extension of the possibility of use of the 8.33 kHz channel spacing in the range 136.500-136.875 MHz render mandatory the use of 8.33 kHz channel spacing in this frequency range, or in parts of it.

3. CHANGE PROPOSAL FOR ICAO ANNEX 10, VOL. V, PARAGRAPH 4.1.6.1
3.1 The proposed change below applies the traditional writing rule of PfA to ICAO Annexes. It is arranged to show deleted text with a line through it and new text highlighted with grey shading.


4.1.6.1 The frequencies in the frequency band 117.975 – 137.000 MHz for use in the aeronautical mobile (R) service shall be selected from the lists in 4.1.6.1.1. 

Note 1.— The frequencies 136.5900 – 136.975 MHz inclusive are not available for assignment to channels of less than 25 kHz width. 

Note 2.— Services that continue operation using 25 kHz assignments will be protected in regions implementing 8.33 kHz channel spacing. 

4.1.6.1.1 List of assignable frequencies: 

List A — assignable frequencies in regions or areas where 25 kHz frequency assignments are deployed: 
118.000 – 121.450 MHz in 25 kHz steps 
121.550 – 123.050 MHz in 25 kHz steps 
123.150 – 136.975 MHz in 25 kHz steps 

List B — assignable frequencies in regions or areas where 8.33 kHz frequency assignments are deployed: 
118.000 – 121.450 MHz in 8.33 kHz steps 
121.550 – 123.050 MHz in 8.33 kHz steps 
123.150 – 136.4875 MHz in 8.33 kHz steps 


4. ACTION BY THE MEETING
4.1 The Meeting is invited to:
· note the content of this paper;
· provide rationale (if any) for the current paragraph 4.1.6.1 of ICAO Annex 10 Vol.V that limits the use of 8.33 kHz channel spacing up to 136.475 MHz;
· discuss and agree on the proposed change to 4.1.6.1 of ICAO Annex 10 Vol.V introduced in section 3. 
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