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	SUMMARY

	This document follows up on document FSMP-WG17-WP/17 about the provision of operational and technical parameters for aeronautical system in a manner that ensures ICAO remain in control of the information. 


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 At FSMP/17 I presented working paper on the same subject suggesting that a document could be developed within ICAO containing the relevant operational and technical parameters for all aeronautical systems which could then be referenced in an ITU Recommendation. The advantage being that ICAO would retain control of the information and it’s update whilst ITU would have access to the relevant information to carry out sharing studies as and when necessary, without having to wait for a liaison statement to be sent to and a reply received from ICAO.
1.2 The paper received a mixed response with the membership not necessarily prepared for a discussion of the issue, not sure how the information would be gathered, whether they are prepared to release the information and fearful as to any un-intended consequences.

1.3 This paper revisits the arguments for and against developing a document within ICAO that could be referenced in the ITU.

2. DISCUSSION

2.1 Aviation claims to be one of the best regulated industries in the world because it has to attain and maintain high levels of safety in order to minimise the number of incidents that could result in the loss of life both in the air and on the ground. However, when it comes to identifying operational and technical parameters of it’s system they are rarely readily available delaying sharing studies in the ITU.
2.2 To resolve the issue the ITU has developed several Recommendations that contain operational and technical characteristics of aeronautical systems that they wish to do sharing studies with. However, the process of developing a Recommendation can take time and is open to the input from members of the ITU including those from other industries who may have an interest in ensuring the characteristics make sharing easier.
2.3 A method needs to be found by which ICAO and aviation retain control of the information and ensuring it is consistent with the applicable radio regulatory requirements but that the information is easily available to the ITU allowing sharing studies to be carried out faster and in an open manner. As proposed in my paper to the last meeting I would still propose the best way to achieve that s for ICAO to develop a document at an appropriate regulatory level that could then be referenced by an ITU Recommendation.
2.4 The advantage would be that ICAO would have a document that can be used as a source operational and technical paraments of aeronautical systems to be used in sharing studies, reduce potentially embarrassing delays in providing the information and avoiding those parameters being subject to non-aeronautical input. Disadvantages are that ICAO will have to develop such a document, reticence of the aviation industry to reveal such parameters, need to maintain the document, need to justify the parameters quoted and potential accusations of over protection. Recent work by the RTCA and EUROCAE to gather parameters contained with their standards may help with the first disadvantage.
2.5 Given the time it has already taken to try and gather and include such information in the Handbook on Radio Frequency Spectrum Requirements for Civil Aviation, with some exceptions I wonder whether such a document will ever be completed. However, I still believe it is the best solution to ensure aviation maintains control of the data but gives easy access to the data to the ITU and by using an ITU Recommendation to reference the document it strengthens the value of the information. The document itself could easily be included in the Handbook on Radio Frequency Spectrum Requirements for Civil Aviation.
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) Support the development of a new or th evolution of an existing ICAO document such that it contains all the operational and technical parameters necessary to undertake sharing studies that can then be referenced in an ITU Recommendation.
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