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ITU-T SG20 Liaison to ICAO on clarifying the issue of Small UAVs, 

and a response Liaison from ICAO
(Presented by the Secretary)
	SUMMARY and ACTION

	Attached is a Liaison Statement received from ITU-T SG20 on the subject of the potential of developing an international standard which describes the approach how to identify unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) based on Internet of Things (IoT).
Also attached is an ICAO response which will be addressed at the next meeting of ITU-T SG20, 4 – 15 September 2017.  The response clarifies that this task is already being undertaken within ICAO.  In order to avoid divergent standards being produced by the two Organizations it is of utmost importance that any proposed solutions on regulation of small UAVs from work initiated within ITU be forwarded to ICAO for coordination and action.
Action:  FSMP WG/5 is invited to review the attached.
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During ITU-T SG20 meeting (13-23 March 2017), SG20 considered a proposal to develop international standard which describes the approach how to identify unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) based on Internet of Things (IoT). Following the discussion it was pointed out that small UAVs are available in stores in many countries  . 

ITU-T SG20 would like to seek information from ICAO on how UAVs, according to weight and size classification, could be identified and connected in order to locate UAV positions. Therefore, ITU-T SG20 would appreciate it if ICAO could clarify whether ICAO advises its members on the registration, regulation and control of UAVs.
ITU-T SG20 is committed to collaborate with ICAO on this subject. To this end, SG20 would be grateful if ICAO would provide additional information on the work carried out in this area.
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This liaison answers SG20 - LS 30.
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	Abstract:
	The ITU-T SG-20 LS/o on clarifying the issue of regulating small UAVs to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) offers not only a solution for registration and identification of UAVs but also for the identification of drones as digital objects and development of standards for such identification. This may conflict with work underway at ICAO.


During the 39th ICAO Assembly, 27 September to 6 October, 2016, the member States requested ICAO to undertake development of a regulatory framework for unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), including small drones, engaged in national operations. This request was approved by the Council of ICAO and added to the ICAO work programme. 

ICAO has begun the development of a global drone registry platform that anticipates remote tracking and identification as part of a UAS traffic management (UTM) initiative. UTM is an air traffic management system for low altitude drone routes using dynamic geofencing, congestion management and terrain avoidance. The UTM system is a prototype technology under development by multiple entities including NASA, Singapore and other aviation stakeholders. 

Registration and identification of aircraft, including drones, as well as traffic management matters are addressed by ICAO.

The initial proposal(s) in ITU-T SG-20 on the identification of drones as digital objects and development of standards for such identification may result in divergent standards being produced by ITU and ICAO. Hence, we recommend that any proposed solutions on regulation of small UAVs from work initiated within ITU be forwarded to ICAO for coordination and action.
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