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From:	Jonasson, Loftur <LJonasson@icao.int>
Sent:	06 September 2017 13:13
To:	Steve Green
Cc:	eric.fournier@anfr.fr
Subject:	Letter to ECC PT1 from ICAO

To:        Mr Steve Green, ECC PT1 Chairman
(steve.green@ofcom.org.uk) 

Cc:         Mr Eric Fournier, ECC Chairman
              (eric.fournier@anfr.fr)

Dear Mr. Green,

Please find below a Letter from ICAO to ECC PT1.  We would be very grateful if the below letter could be disseminated to ECC PT1 for information and/or action if/as appropriate.

Thank you and best regards,

Loftur Jonasson 
Secretary of the Frequency Spectrum Management Panel
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
(ljonasson@icao.int)



Letter to ECC PT1               

Subject:  Radio Spectrum Committee Mandate to CEPT to develop harmonised technical conditions in additional frequency bands in the 1.5 GHz range for their use for terrestrial wireless broadband electronic communication services in the Union

The Frequency Spectrum Management Panel (FSMP) of the ICAO Air Navigation Commission is responsible for managing aeronautical frequency spectrum on a global basis, in order to ensure sufficient access to the resource for the provision of aeronautical communication, navigation and surveillance services (CNS) in an safe and efficient manner.  FSMP held its 5th working group meeting from 4 – 8 September 2017. During this meeting, the Panel reviewed an input from one aeronautical satellite communications provider regarding implementation of Long Term Evolution (LTE) in the frequency band 1492-1518 MHz.   In particular the Panel noted that ECC Report 263 recognises there may be a need to provide protection for satellite receiving Mobile Earth Stations at seaports and airports, and that studies regarding that topic are being undertaken by ECC PT1.

Satellite communications operating in the 1518 MHz to 1559 MHz frequency range provide critical support enabling safe and efficient air travel, including safety systems operating in the frequency range 1525-1559 MHz.  To ensure safe and efficient operations, each aircraft confirms the satellite communications equipment used will operate as designed on the ground and in the air.    

ICAO supports the ongoing work of PT1 to develop harmonized technical conditions in the frequency band 1492-1518 MHz for use by terrestrial wireless broadband communication services within Europe.  ICAO believes the ECC must protect aeronautical satellite receiving earth stations from potential interference.  The ECC should take measures to protect the large number of already-fielded aeronautical satellite receiving earth stations operating on-board aircraft in accordance with established aviation standards and supporting safety-of-life satellite communications used for air travel, as well as to prevent interference to the critical safety communications depended upon by aircraft and Europe’s air transportation system.  

ICAO stands willing to provide additional information as necessary to assist PT1 in its efforts.

Requested action:  Ensuring protection of aeronautical satellite receiving earth stations operating in the 1518 -1559 MHz band.
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