




ICAO thanks Working Party (WP) 5B for the recent liaisons regarding the progress of work being performed related to studies under WRC-23 agenda item 1.7 on space-based aeronautical VHF communications system within the 117.975-137 MHz frequency band.

The work to develop the AMS(R)S SARPs and Technical Manual has been initiated within ICAO and the decisions from WRC-23 will significantly impact the outcome of this work. These documents, and planning criteria between systems operating in the aeronautical mobile (route) service (AM(R)S) and the aeronautical mobile satellite (route) service will be further developed.

ICAO has the following views of the frequency planning and coordination process if WRC-23 under agenda item 1.7 were to make an allocation to AMS(R)S in all or part of the 117.975 - 137 MHz band.

ICAO’s view on the overall regulatory framework for the frequency planning and coordination process

ICAO is of the view that the overall regulatory framework, including associated provisions contained in footnote(s) and or Resolution(s), would:

· enable participating States to perform, through the ICAO framework and in line with ITU coordination principles, the management of aeronautical satellite frequency assignments in all or part of the frequency band 117.975 – 137 MHz
· [bookmark: _GoBack]require that only systems complying with ICAO standards and recommended practices could operate under the new allocation to the AMS(R)S.
· ensure that the satellite systems operating in the frequency band under an allocation to the AMS(R)S will be appropriately coordinated in accordance with the ITU RRs taking into account that: 
· Nos. 9.15/9.17, in conjunction with Table 10 of Appendix 7, results in the 1000 km pre-determined coordination distance  from the service area of the AMS(R)S satellite to the border and/or territorial seas of an administration, and that distance may be insufficient to ensure protection of an aircraft station operating in the AM(R)S located at the edge of the operational coverage of those services (which may extend hundreds of kilometers beyond that border/territorial sea).
· there may be a need to define coordination thresholds ;
· prevent any undue constraints on systems operating in the AM(R)S in the 117.975-137 MHz frequency band

ICAO’s view on its role in the regulatory framework for the frequency planning and coordination process

ICAO considers that its responsibilities within the overall process for system operating in the AM(R)S, AMS(R)S would include:

· Extension of its current frequency management responsibilities (including coordination of frequency assignments) with respect to aeronautical VHF systems to include systems operating under AMS(R)S
· Development and maintenance of
· international aviation technical standards and recommended practices;
· technical manuals;
· frequency planning criteria and coordination procedures to be used in the first bullet point noting that these will have to be in line with current ITU procedures.
· procedures for the implementation of terrestrial and satellite systems
· ICAO frequency planning / management, which is also known as the “ICAO coordination” process, to allow recommendation of appropriate channel(s) for AM(R)S and AMS(R)S uses over the coverage areas requested that would comply with the ICAO regulatory framework. 
· This process includes the possibility that existing AM(R)S or AMS(R)S assignments may be requested to change for frequency management reasons (e.g., new entrants, RFI resolution), and 
· Those channels will be formally assigned for use of the AM(R)S or AMS(R)S operators by the appropriate Administration, while also protecting assignments in the frequency band that may not be in the scope of “ICAO coordination.”

ICAO’s understanding of the ITU regulatory framework

ICAO is understanding that the ITU is considering the applicability of the provisions of RR Articles 9 & 11 in carrying out coordination, notification, and recording within the ITU. Changes may be needed to relevant RR Appendices (e.g. RR Appendix 4, 5 & 7) if WRC-23 introduces a new AMS(R)S allocation.

ICAO would appreciate any comments on this material and being kept apprised of WP5B efforts on WRC-23 agenda item 1.7.
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