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	SUMMARY

	
This paper proposes a set of question to help guide contributions to FSMP on the expected ICAO coordination process for any new VHF AMS(R)S services.  It is recommended that the outcome of discussion should be initially documented in a draft update of Annex 10, Vol. V and also liaised to the ITU‑R.






INTRODUCTION
The recent ITU-R Working Party 5B meeting (WP 5B) on the 11-22 Jul 2022 highlighted a growing need for clarification from ICAO on how the coordination of any new AMS(R)S SATCOM constellation would be conducted.  There was an expectation in the meeting that ICAO would be providing some significant detail on possible AMS(R)S coordination processes at the next WP 5B meeting in Nov 2022.
To ensure ICAO can provide the appropriate information, the following items are provided as a framework for the AMS(R)S proponents to provide contributions to FSMP WG/15.  This is intended to help guide the establishment and documentation of a frequency coordination process that ensures the compatibility between AMS(R)S and AM(R)S VHF stations.
ICAO FREQUENCY COORDINATION PROCESS QUESTIONS
1.1 Frequency assignment request input
· Where would applications for a new VHF satellite be received and processed?
· How is an ICAO Member State going to be engaged by ICAO when the satellite footprint overlaps an FIR assigned to that State by an agreed pfd coordination threshold level?
· Define the acceptable pfd coordination level at a suitable altitude (FL400?) on the edge on a Member States FIR within ICAO?
· Define AM(R)S sub bands where assignments are not to be considered by FIR?
· Is the coordination process reliant on an active or passive response from States responsible for the overlapped FIR, or a “silence is consent”/ad hoc voluntary participation process?
· What other methods may be needed to ensure individual Member states can protect current and future assignments?
· What coordination timeline would be expected for such an application?
· Where would the coordination process occur if overlapping or affecting multiple PIRGs? 
· How will ICAO Member States that do not use frequency finder be part of any ICAO coordination/planning process?
· How will ICAO Member States coordinate for all AOC, AAC, and AM(OR)S assignments that may or may not have been registered into regional ICAO COM tables?

1.2 Frequency assignment output
· How will the ICAO Member State be notified by ICAO that the assignment has been made?
· How will the ICAO Member State be notified that the frequency assignment is active?
· Under what regulations/conditions would the sponsoring ICAO Member State file with the ITU-R once ICAO coordination and approval has been completed?

1.3 Frequency assignment lifecycle maintenance
· What is the process to notify a Member State when the operational status of the satellite has changed?
· Such as known unintentional operation outside of the coordination agreement or otherwise known undesired operation.
· What is the process to change the satellite frequency to accommodate terrestrial changes?
· What prevents a member state filing a satellite request with the ITU-R without going to ICAO first?

RFI
· What is the process to resolve RFI to the satellite?
· What is the process to resolve RFI from the satellite to terrestrial?
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The above questions should help define what the ICAO process may be, and the corresponding output documented in ICAO Annex 10.  FSMP WG/14 WP14 had previously highlighted similar questions and provided an option to develop Vol. V with more details, and it is recommended that this WP14 contribution be used as a basis for any Annex 10 outcome needed as a result of the above questions.
ACTION BY THE MEETING
The meeting is invited to:
note and review the contents of this working paper;
provide contributions in advance of the FSMP WG/15 meeting, or in the meeting itself, to answer the questions raised in section 2; and
the relevant outcome of FSMP WG/15 on this topic be documented in a revised Annex 10, Vol, V proposal based on the work started in FSMP WG/15 WP14; and
liaising a relevant summary to the ITU-R for its Nov 2022 WP 5B meeting.
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