WRC-23 Agenda Item 10


Agenda Item Title:

to recommend to the ITU Council items for inclusion in the agenda for the next world radiocommunication conference, and items for the preliminary agenda of future conferences, in accordance with Article 7 of the ITU Convention and Resolution 804 (Rev.WRC‑19),

Discussion:

ITU-R Resolution 812 (WRC-19) contains the preliminary agenda for the 2027 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-27).  Section 2.9 of “resolves to give the view” provides:  “to consider possible additional spectrum allocations to the mobile service in the frequency band 1 300-1 350 MHz to facilitate the future development of mobile-service applications, in accordance with Resolution 250 (WRC-19)”.  

The frequency band 1300-1350 MHz is used by ICAO Member States for various types of long-range radar systems that measure range, bearing, and velocity of aircraft, and perform missions critical to safe and reliable air traffic control (ATC). These radar systems ensure the safe transportation of people and goods, encourage the flow of commerce and provide for State air surveillance requirements. Long-range radars are operated in this frequency band due to atmospheric effects such as loss from rain and fog being minimal and the external background noise levels being low.  

Resolution 250 (WRC-19) provides in Considering g) “there is widespread usage of this frequency range in some countries for radar.  Resolution 250 (WRC-19) resolves to conduct sharing and compatibility studies to ensure protection of the services to which the frequency band is allocated on a primary basis, and adjacent frequency bands as appropriate for the frequency band 1 300-1 350 MHz; and to complete these studies by WRC-27.	Comment by FSMP: Is this needed?  Or can be combined into the first para?

In one Administration, efforts have been made to study whether long-range primary surveillance radars operating in the 1300 – 1350 MHz band could be replaced with cellular (IMT) systems and move to another frequency band or bands without reducing public safety.  After significant analysis over several years, it was determined that replacing the large number of radars utilizing the 1300-1350 MHz band cannot be completed by 2024.  Additional studies continue.  
While Resolution 250 (WRC-19) supports sharing and compatibility studies, to date, none of the studies performed to date have shown the potential for compatibility with the systems operated in this  band.  Furthermore, studies under WRC-15 Agenda Item 1.1 with the same incumbent systems in the band as now, showed that co-frequency sharing was not possible.  Therefore there is significant concern that a new Agenda Item to add a Mobile Service allocation to the 1300 – 1350 MHz band will harm public safety because there is no alternative radio frequency spectrum to use.  	Comment by FSMP: Can we get the direct quote from the JTG4567 report?
ICAO Position:

Oppose an Agenda Item 10 proposal to study an allocation to the Mobile Service in the 1300 – 1350 MHz band.  



