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	SUMMARY

	In the context of GADSS and the evolving development by ICAO of some elements of the GADSS that may require amendment of the ITU Radio Regulations, a future WRC Agenda Item is proposed as defined in the attached draft Resolution.


1. INTRODUCTION

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) held a Special Meeting on Global Flight Tracking of Aircraft in Montreal May 2014, and formed an ICAO ad hoc Working Group to develop a high level concept of operations to support future development of a Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS). A draft version of a concept of operations for GADSS, was developed by the ICAO Ad-hoc WG on flight tracking and introduced at the 2nd ICAO High Level Safety Conference (2nd HLSC, 2 – 5 February 2015).  
The 2nd HLSC recommended that ICAO should expeditiously finalize and use the GADSS for the implementation of normal and abnormal aircraft tracking; autonomous distress flight tracking; search and rescue (SAR) activities; automatic retrieval of data from cockpit voice and flight data recorders; and any related procedures including the management of such information.  In June 2015 the Ad-hoc WG delivered a final version of the GADSS concept of operations to ICAO, for consideration to publish as an ICAO document under the authority of the Secretary General.  The final GADSS concept of operations document is expected to be published and become available in the fourth quarter of 2015.   
As a result of the evolving developments in the implementation of various elements of GADSS, it is possible that modifications to the Radio Regulations may be required to facilitate emerging needs of the aviation community and related distress and safety agencies.  Therefore at WRC-15 it is proposed that an agenda item be adopted for WRC-19 with sufficient flexibility to address any potential modifications to the Radio Regulations required to allow implementation of the GADSS, taking into consideration the incumbent services that may be impacted as a consequence of these potential modifications.

2.
Reason  
In order to support International Civil Aviation Organization activities to address any possible radio regulatory requirements in the implementation of normal and abnormal aircraft tracking; autonomous distress flight tracking; search and rescue (SAR) activities; automatic retrieval of data from cockpit voice and flight data recorders; and related procedures including management of such information, the following Resolution is proposed;

RESOLUTION [GADSS] (WRC-15)
Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System Communications

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2015),

considering

a)
that the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is developing the elements for operations of a future Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS);
b)
that in the event of aircraft distress situations, additional communications may be required;

c)
that any radio regulatory provisions related to the implementation of GADSS should ensure the protection of incumbent services,

recognizing

a)
that the constituent elements of GADSS  indicated in considering a) are not yet fully defined by ICAO, but are expected to be available in time to support ITU-R studies to be conducted and completed for WRC-19;

b)
that WRC-15 adopted No. 5.XXX allocating the frequency band 1 087.7-1 092.3 MHz to the aeronautical mobile-satellite (R) service (Earth‑to‑space) on a primary basis limited to space station reception of ADS-B in accordance with recognised international aeronautical standards to extend the surveillance capability of air traffic management infrastructure to locate aircraft particularly in oceanic, polar and remote airspace regions; 
resolves to invite WRC-19

taking into account the results of ITU-R studies, to consider any necessary regulatory actions, including spectrum allocations, to provide for the elements indicated in considering a), while not unduly constraining incumbent systems,

resolves to invite the ITU-R

to conduct in time for WRC-19, necessary sharing and compatibility studies to ensure protection of existing services within the frequency bands that may be identified for the elements indicated in considering a),

invites administrations

to participate actively in the studies and provide the technical and operational characteristics

of the systems involved by submitting contributions to the ITU-R, 

further invites

the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International Air Transport Association (IATA), administrations and other organizations concerned to participate in the studies identified in invites ITU‑R above,

instructs the Secretary General

to bring this resolution to the attention of the International Civil Aviation Organization and express the need for information on technical characteristics and spectrum requirements related to the implementation of GADSS in a timely manner, preferably by Dec 31, 2016,  to allow for ITU-R studies to be completed prior to WRC-19.

2. CONCLUSION
2.1 WG-F is invited to consider the information in this paper on the evolving elements of GADSS, and the proposed Resolution for WRC-19, and to recognise; 

· That elements of the GADSS need to evolve in order to determine any potential radio regulatory actions. 
· That elements as noted in the Reasons paragraph above will require technical and operational study in ICAO, and possibly other agencies.
· That subject to identification by ICAO of possible radio regulatory actions, then ITU-R studies could begin.
· That identification of such needs should be expedited.

