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Appendix
English only
APPENDIX
PROGRESS REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE AIRCRAFT
REGISTRATION NETWORK SUB-GROUP (ARNSG)
1. BACKGROUND
11 The ARN will establish a consolidated database of State registered aircraft, including

manned aircraft, remotely piloted aircraft (RPA), and small unmanned aircraft (SUA, commonly referred
to as drones). For States with established electronic systems, the ARN will create the technical interface
for automatic data provision to ICAO. And for States who seek to establish a digital registration process,
the ARN will offer a customized application to manage their day-to-day aircraft registry activities,
providing a turnkey option for States that do not have an existing electronic registration system. These
two options will feed a global aircraft dataset and enable development of additional inter-State operability
services and features.

1.2 The ARNSG was established to provide guidance and advice to ICAQO to ensure the
technical implementation of the ARN consists of the features and functionality that will ultimately benefit
any member State. It is a multi-disciplinary group comprised of members from the Article 21 Task Force
(A21TF), with the addition of members from the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Advisory Group (UAS-
AG), and consists of 17 members from 12 different member States. The top-level tasks of the ARNSG are
as follows:

a) Advise on the State process of aircraft registration to ensure that the proposed ARN
captures the relevant data in an appropriate digital process;

b) Advise specifically on the intended use-case(s) for information concerning aircraft
ownership; and

¢) Advise on the development of the regulations referred to in Article 21, taking in to
account the rules for the provision of pertinent data developed for the ARS.

2. PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE WORK OF THE ARNSG

2.1 There have been two virtual meetings held to date. The first meeting focused on how
States currently process and approve applications for new registrations. ARNSG Members presented
details regarding their existing processes for both aircraft and small UA/drone registration, and whether
each part of the process is paper-based or electronic. This highlighted the fact that a number steps remain
manual tasks within many authorities, such as scanning of documents and manual data input into
computer based systems. Discussion also highlighted that the way in which a State may differentiate
between an aircraft and a drone may differ from one State to another. An example was to differentiate
based on the weight of the air vehicle, but this was not consistent from one State to another. And finally,
the discussion on existing process covered items such as proof of identity of the applicant, issues related
to payment processing, and expected duration of overall registration application processing.
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2.2 The second meeting of the ARNSG focused on two areas of discussion. First, the topic of
‘international’ small UA/drone operators was addressed, with group members asked if a visitor to your
State was intending to operate a drone, what information would you require them to provide in order for
you to maintain satisfactory oversight? It was revealed that some States have the expectation of
individuals intending to operate a small UA / drone when visiting the country was for those individuals to
register themselves and their drones using the same online system as used by residents of that State. Even
if the individual did not have a residence in the country, hotel accommodation may still be mandatory. In
one State system, a cell phone number was a mandatory information field, as the system would send a
unique verification code to the applicant’s cell phone on completion of the application. Discussion
highlighted the fact that whilst the expectation may be for visitors to a State to utilise the same
registration system as residents, there may be some fundamental technical barriers to accomplishing this.
Accessibility of non-residents and use of other languages are therefore elements that should be taken in to
consideration by ICAO during development of the ARN applications.

2.3 The second item discussed was that of clarifying the definition of the applicant of aircraft
registrations. It is recognised that States favour one of two different criteria for defining the owner for
manned aircraft. Some States consider the applicant, referred to as the ‘owner’, as the legal title-holder of
the aircraft. Other States consider the applicant to be the party that has custody and control of the aircraft;
essentially the aircraft operator’. The owner and the operator are not necessarily the same. As such, the
specific information obtained may be subtly different, and the subsequent use of that specific information
may also differ. The ARNSG is continuing to seek clarification from States on these information uses,
and the optimum set of information that would be beneficial to States in managing their aircraft registry
and subsequent safety oversight responsibilities.

24 The final topic of the second meeting addressed the challenge associated with maintaining
an accurate database of manufacturers and models was raised. When capturing this information in a
digital format, providing an open-text field for the applicant to populate increases the risk of having
multiple different records for exactly the same aircraft type. Rather it is preferable to present the applicant
with a selection box, to enable them to select the exact make and model of the air vehicle to be registered.
The Secretariat explained the objective for the Commercial Aviation Safety Team/ICAO Common
Taxonomy Team (CICTT), currently charged with developing common taxonomies and definitions for
manned aircraft. The intent is to widen the mandate for the CICTT to include the manufacturers, models,
and series of all unmanned aircraft, including small personal drones. This information would act as the
core dataset for the ARN applications so that an applicant would select the appropriate vehicle from a list
of predefined options, rather than the applicant inputting the details in an open-text format.

3. FUTURE WORK OF THE ARNSG

3.1 Subsequent meetings will be scheduled as required to support ICAO in the ongoing
development of the ARN. The input from ARNSG members has been invaluable in refining and guiding
the functional requirements of the overall ARN development.

—END —



