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	SUMMARY

	Agenda item 1.14 is to consider, on the basis of ITU‑R studies in accordance with Resolution 160 (WRC‑15), appropriate regulatory actions for high-altitude platform stations (HAPS), within existing fixed-service allocations.



1. INTRODUCTION

WRC-15 agreed an agenda item to address potential regulatory actions that may be required towards contributing to the evolution of broadband connectivity and telecommunication services in underserved communities and in rural and remote areas. Considering that high-altitude platform stations (HAPS) are one possible means for providing fixed broadband connectivity that would enable wireless broadband deployment in remote areas, with minimal ground network infrastructure, HAPS may also be used for disaster recovery communications. 
Considering also, that some new entities are currently testing the delivery of broadband over lightweight, solar-powered aircraft and airships at an altitude of 20-50 kilometres for several months at a nominal fixed point relative to the ground below. Further, from an aviation perspective, HAPS may  have potential future use with RPAS/UAS.

2. DISCUSSION

Further text to be developed for this section.
ICAO Position:
To ensure, that any regulatory actions taken within the existing allocations to the fixed service noted in Resolution 160, would not constrain the potential future use of HAPS for communications supporting RPAS/UAS .
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) endorse the proposed draft Position above; 
c) agree to continue work on this proposal, with a view to finalization during future meetings of the WG/WHL. 
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