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	SUMMARY

	Agenda item 1.9.2 is to consider, based on the results of ITU‑R studies, modifications of the Radio Regulations, including new spectrum allocations to the maritime mobile-satellite service (Earth‑to‑space and space-to-Earth), preferably within the frequency bands 156.0125-157.4375 MHz and 160.6125-162.0375 MHz of Appendix 18, to enable a new VHF data exchange system (VDES) satellite component, while ensuring that this component will not degrade the current terrestrial VDES components, applications specific messages (ASM) and AIS operations and not impose any additional constraints on existing services in these and adjacent frequency bands as stated in recognizing d) and e) of Resolution 360 (Rev.WRC‑15)



1. INTRODUCTION

The ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) has developed the technical characteristics of a VHF Data Exchange System (VDES) as described in Recommendation ITU-R M.2092. The Automatic Identification System (AIS) as described in Recommendation ITU-R M.1371 is an integral part of the VDES, which uses the timing and frame structure of AIS. Primarily AIS is used for surveillance and safety of navigation purposes in ship-to-ship use, ship reporting and vessel traffic services applications, however there is a growing need for the establishment of a future VDES satellite component which would offer potential enhancements to maritime safety. 
2. DISCUSSION

Further text to be developed for this section.
ICAO Position:
To support regulatory actions taken within the allocations mentioned in Resolution 360, with the provision that there is no impact to aeronautical services operating adjacent bands below 156 MHz.
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) endorse the proposed draft Position above; 
c) agree to continue work on this proposal, with a view to finalization during future meetings of the WG/WHL. 
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