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	SUMMARY

	Agenda item 1.9.1 is to consider, based on the results of ITU‑R studies, regulatory actions within the frequency band 156-162.05 MHz for autonomous maritime radio devices to protect the GMDSS and automatic identifications system (AIS), in accordance with Resolution 362 (WRC‑15);



1. INTRODUCTION

In the maritime industry, in order to enhance safety of navigation, there is a need to identify and categorize maritime radio devices which operate autonomously in the maritime environment, including but not limited to: devices on towed unpowered ships and barges, derelict ships, floating ice and wavegliders, “man overboard” devices, diver locating, alerting and radiotelephony devices, fishing net marker buoys, oil spill tracking buoys, oceanographic and other drifting buoys.

These autonomous maritime radio devices are operating with automatic identification

system (AIS) technology or digital selective calling (DSC) technology, or transmitting synthetic

voice messages, or with a combination of those technologies, and have been developed for safetyrelated purposes, and their number is expected to increase. Accordingly, some of these autonomous maritime radio devices may need different maritime identifiers from those used for personal or shipborne equipment.
2. DISCUSSION

Further text to be developed for this section.
ICAO Position:
To ensure, that any regulatory actions taken within the allocation used for AIS, that additional identifiers do not impact the GMDSS.
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) endorse the proposed draft Position above; 
c) agree to continue work on this proposal, with a view to finalization during future meetings of the WG/WHL. 
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