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	SUMMARY

	Agenda item 1.10 is to consider spectrum needs and regulatory provisions for the introduction and use of the Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS), in accordance with Resolution COM6/11 (WRC‑15);



1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 WRC-15 agreed an agenda item to address the future potential needs of GADSS and any regulatory actions that maye be required, as outlined in Resolution COM6/11.

2. DISCUSSION

ICAO, upon the completion of a Special Meeting on Global Flight Tracking of Aircraft in Montreal, May 2014, forged consensus among its Member States and the international air transport industry sector on the near-term priority to track airline flights, no matter their global location or destination. The meeting concluded that global flight tracking should be pursued as a matter of urgency and as a result, two groups were formed, an ICAO Ad hoc Working Group on Aircraft Tracking which developed a concept of operations to support future development of a Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS) and an industry-led group within the ICAO framework called the Aircraft Tracking Task Force (ATTF) that identified near-term capabilities for normal flight tracking using existing technologies. In combination, those efforts will address issues such as:

· Aircraft tracking under normal and abnormal conditions

· Autonomous distress tracking

· Automatic deployable flight recorder

· Procedures and information management 
The collective urgency of the situation was highlighted by the decision of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, through Resolution 185, to instruct WRC‐15, pursuant to No. 119 of the ITU Convention, to include in its agenda, as a matter of urgency, the consideration of global flight tracking, including, if appropriate, and consistent with ITU practices, various aspects of the matter, taking into account ITU‐R studies. 
With respect to the GADSS however, while the systems needed have yet to be fully defined it is anticipated that there will be a need to change the Radio Regulations in order to facilitate the introduction of such a system. As such an agenda item has been established for WRC‑2019 that is flexible enough to address any required changes to the Radio Regulations necessary to allow the implementation of the GADSS.

ICAO Position:
To support ongoing work on GADSS and identification of systems requiring spectrum access that may result in regulatory action by a future WRC. To report the required action to a future World Radiocommunication Conference to address the needs of the global aeronautical distress and safety system. 

ACTION BY THE MEETING

2.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) endorse the proposed draft Position above; 
c) agree to continue work on this proposal, with a view to finalization during future meetings of the WG/WHL. 
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