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	SUMMARY

	After the ACMA released the Replanning the 3700-4200 MHz band - Outcomes Paper in January 2021 they established a technical liaison group to provide advice on the development of changes to the spectrum or apparatus license technical framework. 
The aviation sector in Australia has formed a coordination group and developed and an aviation position for the TLG.




INTRODUCTION
At the 11th meeting of the FSMP-WG Eddy D’Amico presented a paper[footnoteRef:1] on the status of replanning the 3700 – 4200 band in Australia. This paper will update the status of the replanning the 3700 – 4200 MHz band in Australia. [1:  FSMP-WG11-WP13 Status on replanning the 3700-4200 MHz band in Australia] 

DISCUSSION
In January 2021 the Australian spectrum regulator (the ACMA) released the Replanning the 3700-4200 MHz band - Outcomes paper[footnoteRef:2]. Preliminary views on key licence conditions were also included in the Outcomes paper, however it was noted that these conditions would be decided later as part of future consultation processes. [2:  Planning options for the 3700–4200 MHz band - consultation 22/2020 | ACMA] 

In July 2021 the ACMA formed a technical liaison group (TLG) to review/develop spectrum and apparatus licence technical frameworks for the broader 3400-4000 MHz range. A TLG is a short-term advisory body convened by the ACMA. Its purpose is to provide advice on the development of, or possible changes to, a spectrum or apparatus licence technical framework. Membership included representatives from existing incumbent licensees, mobile network operators, satellite service operators, vendors, wireless broadband network operators, the aviation sector, nbn, Defence and DITRDC.
The aviation sector have formed an informal radio altimeter coordination group (RA-CG) to provide the considered and co-ordinated views of Australian aviation stakeholders to highlight the potential for impact of Wireless Broadband (WBB) services on Radio Altimeters (RA) and the safe operation of civil, police, emergency services and military aircraft.
Aviation stakeholders’ position has been presented to the TLG for review by all stakeholders and includes;
· the need to implement appropriate technical restrictions, at least on an interim basis until RA standards are revised and implemented;
· that it is impractical to consider a retro-fit program for thousands of aircraft (including international aircraft) and so any proposed mitigations need to be effective for many years;
· the need to align with international practice and to consider the reasonable measures that are being applied for managing the environment around airports and helipads. This includes the French example, which we believe is more applicable to the Spectum Licencing proposed for 3.7-3.8 GHz, and the UK example, which is more applicable to the Individual Licencing proposed for 3.8-4.0 Ghz;
· the need to consider the unique nature of emergency services operations that may be more susceptible due to the operations occurring almost anywhere, often at low level, potentially at night and in poor weather and using rotary wing aircraft, operating reasonably stationary.
The Australian Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) has issued an Airworthiness Bulletin[footnoteRef:3] to raise awareness of the issue and its potential to impact Aviation operations and to request operators/pilots to report any issues including transient issues that affect operations. [3:  AWB 34-020 Issue 3 - Potential Interference of Radio Altimeter Systems | Civil Aviation Safety Authority (casa.gov.au)] 

ACTION BY THE MEETING
Note the current status of activity in Australia to address the potential impact of deployment of wireless broadband services in the 3.4-4.0 GHz band on Aviation safety.
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