
FSMP WG-F/8-WP/xxx	- 2 -
	- 3 -	FSMP/1-WP/xxx
[bookmark: _Hlk535390134]FREQUENCY SPECTRUM MANGEMENT  PANEL (FSMP)

Eighth Working Group Meeting

Montreal, Canada, 21 to 29 January 2019
[bookmark: agenda_item]

Agenda Item 2a  :	ICAO WRC-19 Position – Updates to Draft Position


Porposed Updates to the ICAO WRC-19 Position on Agenda item 1.10
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	SUMMARY

	This paper proposes that the ICAO position on agenda item 1.10 should be updated to relect the current results of studies .  

	




INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS) has been designed to provide improved aircraft tracking and emergency alerting by optimising and flexible use of existing systems rather than the design and implementation of costly new systems.  Whilst the existance of GADSS should be recognised in the Radio Regulations it is essential that by recognising its existance ICAO’s flexibility to modify the concept is not limit by that recognition.
1.2 Noting that there are a number of parties who would like to see any recognition of GASS in the Radio Regulations include a list of the systems and frequency bands within which those systems work.  Any modification to the GADSS concept would then potentially require action at a future WRC to change the provision related to GADSS before they could be implemented wasting time at WRC’s and in the implementation of the changes. It is therefore proposed that the modified ICAO postion carried forward from the previous meeting on this agenda item be further amended as indicated in the annex to this document.  The proposed changes are highlighted in blue. 
ACTION BY THE MEETING
2.1	The meeting is invited to review the proposed changes contained in the annex to this document and incorporate agreed changes into the final document.


ANNEX



WRC-19 Agenda Item 1.10


Agenda Item Title:

To consider spectrum needs and regulatory provisions for the introduction and use of the global aeronautical distress and safety system (GADSS), in accordance with Resolution 426 (WRC-15).

Discussion:

ICAO, upon the completion of a Special Meeting on Global Flight Tracking of Aircraft in Montréal, May 2014, forged consensus among its Member States and the international air transport industry sector that tracking of flights anywhere in the world was a near-term priority. The meeting concluded that global flight tracking should be pursued as a matter of urgency and, as a result, two groups were formed, an ICAO Ad hoc Working Group on Aircraft Tracking which developed a concept of operations to support future development of a global aeronautical distress and safety system (GADSS), and an industry-led group within the ICAO framework called the Aircraft Tracking Task Force (ATTF) that identified near-term capabilities for normal flight tracking using existing technologies. In combination, those efforts will address issues such as:

a) aircraft tracking under normal and abnormal conditions;

b) autonomous distress tracking;

c) flight data recovery; and

d) GADSS procedures and information management.

The GADSS concept, as being developed, describes in an evolutionary manner the execution of actions in the short, medium and long terms with each action resulting in benefitsprocess that will build on the identified near-term capabilities in an evolutionary manner. While the systems needed to support such an evolution have yet to be fully defined it is anticipated that there may be a need to change a number of Radio Regulations provisions, for example some of those contained in Chapter VII Distress and Safety Communications (Articles 30 to 34) and Chapter VIII Aeronautical Services (Articles 35 to 45), in order to facilitate the introduction of such a system. As such an agenda item has been established for WRC-19 that is flexible enough to address any requirement for such changes.

ICAO supported studies as called for as part of Resolution 426 (WRC-15), and identified the additional/modified regulatory provisions required to provide suitable recognition to and support for GADSS.

Additional information on the development of the ICAO Global Tracking Initiatives can be found at: http://www.icao.int/safety/globaltracking/Pages/GADSS-Update.aspx.
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ICAO Position:
To support action by WRC-19 to integrate changes into the Radio Regulations (RR) that:
1. Introduce GADSS as performance requirements for the radiocommunication systems utilised for conducting functions such as aircraft tracking, autonomous distress tracking, and post flight localization and recovery;
2. Identify that relevant GADSS elements are defined in ICAO SARPs;
3. Preclude use of GADSS systems operating under RR No. 4.4.

To oppose changes to the RR Radio Regulations that:
1. Identify specific GADSS elements or operating frequency bands
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