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Working Group FM, titled:
	Request for information on aeronautical, regulatory, legal and technical matters related to the possible sharing the frequency band 960-1164 MHz with wireless microphones 
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	SUMMARY and ACTION

	The CEPT Electronics Communications Committee (ECC) Working Group FM (WGFM) is currently undertaking studies whether low power audio applications (Wireless microphones and In-Ear monitors) for Programme Making and Special Event (PMSE) can be accommodated in the 960 – 1164 MHz frequency band.  
WGFM invites ICAO to participate in their meetings to assist and contribute to the on-going ECC studies, by confirming relevant compatibility assumptions (parameters, scenarios, systems,…), and contributing specific aeronautical issues (regulatory, legal, operational,…) and on the feasibility of introducing PMSE into the 960 – 1164 MHz band.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The 960 – 1164 MHz band is allocated to ARNS and AM(R)S and is used by a number of aeronautical safety systems, including Distance Measuring Equipment (DME), Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR), Aircraft Collision Avoidance Systems (ACAS), Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Broadcast (ADS-B), and Universal Access Transceiver (UAT).  In addition, this band is planned for use by the L-band Digital Aeronautical Communication System (LDACS), currently being standardized in ICAO.
Action:     FSMP WG/4 is invited to review the attached and develop material which can be submitted as a contribution to the next meeting of WGFM (Dublin Ireland, 15 – 19 May 2017).
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Dear Mr Fonseca De Almeida, dear Mr Celso Figueiredo, 
 
Firstly, let me introduce the Working Group Frequency Management (WG FM). We are responsible for 
developing strategies, plans and implementation advice for the management of the radio spectrum. We 
report to the Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) which develops common policies and regulations 
in electronic communications for Europe and is a focal point on spectrum use.  The ECC conducts the work 
of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT). CEPT is an 
organisation where policy makers and regulators from 48 countries across Europe collaborate to harmonise 
telecommunications, radio spectrum and postal regulations. 
 
Secondly, we would like to bring to your attention that initial work has started on the band 960-1164 MHz 
which is of interest to aviation. 
 
Additional spectrum for low power audio (Wireless microphones and In-Ear monitors) for Programme Making 
and Special Event (PMSE) may be required in some CEPT countries and the possible usage of the band 
960-1164 MHz for this application is considered. 
 
We are working on identifying and scoping out the requirements for possible compatibility and sharing 
studies and also carrying out preliminary investigations on regulatory and legal issues and on the feasibility 
of introducing PMSE in the band. Our last meeting took place in Luxembourg from 30 January to 03 
February 2017 and was attended by 31 CEPT administrations and 19 international organisations, including 
EUROCONTROL. We discussed preliminary findings, from our Project Team FM51, on consideration of 
possible usage of low power audio PMSE in the band 960-1164 MHz. The current work can be found on the 
following webpages: http://cept.org/ecc/groups/ecc/wg-fm/fm-51/client/introduction/ and 
http://cept.org/ecc/groups/ecc/wg-fm/client/meeting-documents/, including information on practical trials 
which have been undertaken so far. 
 
The next meeting of FM51 will take place from 23


rd
 to 24


th
 of March 2017 in Copenhagen / Denmark at the 


European Communications Office (ECO). 
 
The conclusions of the preliminary findings will be presented to the next WG FM which will take place from 
15 May 2017 to 19 May 2017 in Dublin (Ireland). This work will trigger technical studies within the ECC 
Working Group Spectrum Engineering (WG SE). 
 
In that framework and without jeopardizing safety and related issues, we would like to request your 
assistance to contribute to the assumptions related to aeronautical regulations and in establishing the 
necessary technical and operational parameters that could be used for such compatibility studies dealing 
with aeronautical systems operated in the frequency band 960-1164 MHz. 
 
We would like to invite ICAO to participate to the relevant meetings in order to assist ECC in confirming the 
assumptions (parameters, scenarios, systems, …), specific aeronautical issues (regulatory, legal, operational 
issues, …) and on the feasibility of introducing PMSE in the band to be considered, during the FM51 
meetings or at the next WGFM meeting in May. Thereafter, you are can also contribute to the detailed 
compatibility studies directly within WG SE. 
 
The CEPT is looking forward for further cooperation with ICAO on this subject and we are at your disposal 
for any additional information you may require. 
 
Yours sincerely, 


 
 
Thomas Weilacher 
 
WG FM Chairman 
 
Email: thomas.weilacher@bnetza.de  
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