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	SUMMARY

	This working paper proposes to amend the Draft ICAO Position on WRC-23 Agenda Item 4 to include a position on Resolution 223 (WRC-19), concerning additional frequency bands identified for International Mobile Telecommunications.  The Resolution invites the ITU-R, among other matters, to identify technical measures to ensure co-existence between the MSS and IMT around the 1 518 MHz frequency adjacency.
ICAO FSMP is invited to include text within the draft ICAO position that should the studies identified in invites 1 of Resolution 223 (WRC-19) not be completed satisfactorily by WRC-23, then WRC-23 should consider amending the scope of the studies to include the specific assessment of compatibility with existing and planned aeronautical MSS communication systems operating in the frequency band 1 518-1 559 MHz (including those used for the provision of aeronautical safety services within the frequency band 1 518-1 559 MHz).


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 It is proposed that ICAO adopt within the draft ICAO position that invites 1 of Resolution 223 (WRC-19) either be modified or suppressed at WRC-23, depending on the status of the ITU-R studies.  If the associated ITU-R Report and Recommendation related to invites 1 of Resolution 223 adequately addresses the protection of aeronautical MSS earth stations operating throughout the frequency band 1 518-1 559 MHz (including those used for the provision of safety services in the frequency band 1 525-1 559 MHz), then it is proposed that invites 1 to Resolution 223 (WRC-19) be suppressed.  However, on the converse, if the associated ITU-R Report and Recommendation do not adequately identify the technical measures then it is proposed the ICAO draft position state that WRC-23 should consider modifying invites 1 to Resolution 223 to include a specific mandate to study the protection of aeronautical MSS systems operating in 1 518-1 559 MHz band from the introduction of IMT below 1 518 MHz.
2. DISCUSSION 

2.1 Invites 1 of Resolution 223 (WRC-23) invites the ITU Radiocommunication Sector: “to conduct compatibility studies in order to provide technical measures to ensure coexistence between the MSS in the frequency band 1 518-1 525 MHz and IMT in the frequency band 1 492-1 518 MHz, including guidance on the implementation of frequency arrangements for IMT deployment in the frequency band 1 427-1 518 MHz, taking into account the results of these studies”

2.2 FSMP at its previous meetings has discussed in some detail the going studies within the CEPT and ITU-R to qualify the potential for interference from IMT deployment below 1 518 MHz and MSS operating above 1 518 MHz, including those used for the provision of aeronautical safety services in the frequency band 1 525-1 559 MHz.
2.3 ICAO has sent Liaison Statements to the ITU-R Working Parties on at least two occasions (most recently the August 2019).  Those statements emphasized the importance of ensuring that the protection of aeronautical earth station receivers is addressed in the ongoing ITU-R work.  While ITU-R WP 5D have sent a response to the ICAO noting that some tests include results that cover the protection of these existing aeronautical earth stations, it is the author’s opinion there has been strong opposition within the Working Parties to endorse any meaningful measures in the associated ITU-R Report or Recommendation that would adequately protect existing aeronautical earth station receivers operating above 1525 MHz.  An argument used by some parties is that such protection is somehow prohibited by the language of Resolution 223.  
2.4 Given the studies are still on-going within the ITU-R on invites 1 to Resolution 223 (WRC-19), and that the resolution is to be reviewed by WRC-23 under Agenda Item 4, it would be useful if ICAO is able to identify within its draft position for WRC-23 that WRC-23 should revise invites 1 to Resolution 223 (WRC-19) to invite in clearer terms that ITU-R conduct studies and develop coexistence measures to protect aeronautical earth station receivers operating throughout the band 1 518-1 525 MHz, including those used in the AMS(R)S in the frequency band 1 525-1 559 MHz.
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) note and review the contents of this working paper;

b) discuss and agree upon a Draft  ICAO Position on WRC-23 Agenda Item 4 relating to Resolution 223 (WRC-19), as proposed in the attachment to this paper
Attachement: Proposal inclusion to the Draft ICAO Position on Resolution 223 (WRC-19)
WRC-23 Agenda Item 4
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Agenda Item Title:

in accordance with Resolution 95 (Rev.WRC‑19), to review the Resolutions and Recommendations of previous conferences with a view to their possible revision, replacement or abrogation.

ICAO Position: Resolutions:

	Resolution No.
	Title
	Action recommended

	…
	
	

	223 (Rev. WRC-19)
	Additional frequency bands identified for International Mobile Telecommunications
	Modify or suppress invites 1 to Res 223, as appropriate, based on the results of the studies, ensuring that the resultant ITU-R Report and Recommendation adequately address coexistence between IMT in the frequency band 1 427-1 518 MHz and aeronautical MSS earth station receivers operating in frequency band 1 518- 1 559 MHz (including those used with the AMS(R)S).
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