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[bookmark: AppC]APPENDIX A – Recommendations on Relieving the Traffic Congestion in the Data-Link Sub-band 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Recognizing:
· That the available spectrum to VDLm2 is approaching saturation and therefore the off-load of a part of the AOC traffic is essential to ensure the proper delivery of DLS;
· That the off-load process of the AOC traffic poses technical and financial challenges to aircraft operators;
· That AOC data exchange is mission critical for most aircraft operators;
Examination of the following means for setting in motion and expediting the off-load process of the AOC traffic is recommended:
-  The creation of financial incentives for the off-load of AOC traffic for the benefit of   stakeholders; 
 -   The removal of counter incentives to the connection with DLS of aircraft that do not use AOC services;
-  The introduction of a priority mechanism at system level giving precedence to the transfer of DLS messages versus AOC ones.
Noting that the above means may need to be assessed also with respect to factors other than spectrum economy. 
Additionally, it is recommended to conduct investigation of any possible VDLm2 improvement that would result in a more efficient use of the data-link sub-band (for instance, compressing the data and optimizing the ACARS and ATN protocol overhead).
Furthermore:
-  IATA, European aircraft operators’ associations as well as European data-link service entities are invited to develop action plans for the promotion of this off-load process;   
-  engine and aircraft manufacturers are invited to contribute to the reduction of data traffic related to engine performance reporting.  
-  the subject of the timely off-load of AOC traffic should be brought to the attention of the ICAO Communication Panel, EASA and the European Commission.  
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