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	SUMMARY

	Attached is a liaison statement from ITU-R WP5B, sent after its 29 Nov – 10 Dec 2021 meeting, providing updates and requesting information from ICAO with regard to WRC-23 Agenda Item 1.7, “to consider a new aeronautical mobile-satellite (R) service (AMS(R)S) allocation in accordance with Resolution 428 (WRC‑19) for both the Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth directions of aeronautical VHF communications in all or part of the frequency band 117.975-137 MHz, while preventing any undue constraints on existing VHF systems operating in the AM(R)S, the ARNS, and in adjacent frequency bands.”

The working document towards a preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[Space-VHF] indicated as attachment to the liaison statement has been superseded by the similar document contained in the attachment to WP/01

Action:  FSMP WG/14 is invited to review the attached liaison statement and take action as appropriate.
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[bookmark: dbreak]Working Party (WP) 5B would like to thank ICAO for its liaison statement contained in Document 5B/403 related to studies under WRC-23 agenda item 1.7 on space-based aeronautical VHF communications system within the 117.975-137 MHz frequency band. In this document, ICAO provides information and comments for WP 5B’s consideration on the working document under development by WP 5B.
At its meeting in November-December 2021, WP 5B has further progressed in its studies and has amended its working document, taking into account all material provided by ICAO. 
In addition, regarding adjacent band compatibility with services above 137 MHz, the case of the AMS(R)S allocation in 117.975-136 MHz (voice application, and possibly data link under DSB‑AM modulation in accordance with SARPs with identical RF parameters) is considered separately from the case of the AMS(R)S allocation in 136-137 MHz (voice and VDL Mode 2 applications). Studies are in progress within WP5B, in particular on the Space Operation Service (space-to-Earth), the Space Research Service (space-to-Earth) and the Meteorological Satellite Service (space-to-Earth) to ensure proper protection of these services. 
The latest version of WP 5B’s working document can be found in Attachment to this document for review and comments, in particular on VDL Mode 2 performance requirement in section 4.2.2.2.
Working Party 5B looks forward to continued fruitful cooperation with ICAO regarding this work.
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Status: For information, and action, if any

Deadline: Next WP 5B meeting (March 2022)

Contact: Mr. Loftur JONASSON E-mail: ljonasson(@icao.int

Attachment: Working document towards a preliminary draft new Report ITU-R
M.[Space-VHF] (Annex [XX] to WP 5B Chairman’s Report, Doc. 5B/[YYY])
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